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PREFACE, 



Since the last edition of this Work was published (in 1870), 
the question of a general amendment of the law relating to 
the valuation of property for the purposes of rating has been 
much discussed, and several Bills having that object in view 
have been submitted to Parliament Pending the considera- 
tion of these measures, it was not deemed advisable to issue 
another edition ; but as none of the Bills referred to have 
become law and there seems to be no probability of imme- 
diate legislation on the subject, it has now been considered 
unnecessary to incur any further delay. 

The present volume comprises the Rating Act, 1874, as 
well as the Union Assessment Acts, including the Act lately 
passed with reference to Single Parishes under separate 
Boards of Guardians. 

In the present edition all the statutes and enactments 
relating to the subject are included, together with a brief 
Digest of the Decided Cases to the end of 1879. All the 
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Circulars issued by the Poor Law Board and Local Govern- 
ment with reference to these Acts are given; and such 
additions have been made to the Introduction and the 
Notes as seemed to be requisite to bring the information 
-down to the present time. 

D. P. F. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Sect. I. — Object and Extent of the Act& 

The Acts contained in the present volume are designed to 
furnish the guardians of unions with the means of ascer- 
taining the ratable value of the several parishes for the 
purpose of distributing fairly and correctly amongst those 
parishes the expenditure which is charged upon the com- 
mon fund. They have, therefore, no application to single 
parishes which are not included in any union. As regards 
the Metropolis, however, a special statute was passed in 
1869, which is not contained in the present volume.^ 

In the year 1861 an important change was made in the 
mode of apportioning the common charges amongst the 
several parishes in unions formed imder the 4 & 5 Wm. iv. 
c. 76. That statute (passed in 1834) provided that the 
common charges in each union should be borne by the 
several parishes in proportion to their average annual expen- 
diture for the relief of the poor, as ascertained and declared 
by the Poor Law Commissioners (or Poor Law Board); 
but the Act of 1861 (24 & 25 Vict c. 55) set aside that 
arrangement, and substituted the principle of apportioning 

* See the Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 67) a 
separate edition of which, prepared by Uie present Editor, is published 
by Knight & Co. 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

the common charges according to the ratable value of the 
several parishes in the union. The enactment which it con- 
tains upon this subject (s. 9) is as follows : — 

IX. And whereas it is also expedient to alter the mode in which the 
contributions of parishes to the common fund of the union in which they 
are comprised are now calculated : Be it therefore enacted, that after 
the twenty-fifth day of March next the several parishes comprised in any 
union already formed or hereafter to be formed under the provisions of 
the fourth and fifth of William the Fourth, chapter seventy-six, shall 
contribute to the common fund thereof in proportion to the annual 
ratable value of the lands, tenements, and hereditaments in such 
parishes respectively assessable by the laws in force for the time being 
to the relief^ of the poor, and in no other manner, whether the lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments shall be actually rated or not, and 
whether the rate levied shall be collected in full or upon any composi- 
tion : Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall alter or 
affect the liability of any parish comprised in any such union in regard 
to any charge lawfully created in the said union, and secured upon the 
poor rates of all or any of the parishes comprised therein, which shall 
ha,ve been created at any time previous to the said twenty-fifth day of 
March ; but the same shall continue to be charged ani payable in like 
manner as it would by law have been charged and payable if this Act had 
not been passed ; provided also, that nothing herein contained shall apply 
to any contribution which shall be in arrear (rem any parish in such 
union on the said twenty-fifth day of March, but the same shall be 
recoverable and shall be applicable in the same manner as if this Act 
had not been passed. 

This enactment requires the several parishes comprised 
in any union to contribute to the common fund in pro- 
portion to the annual ratable value of the property in such 
parishes assessable for the time being to the relief of the 
poor; and it has been rendered even more important by the 
Act (28 & 29 Vict c. 79) which was passed in 1865 casting 
the entire charge for the relief of the poor upon the common 
fund. The Act of 1834, whilst providing for the combina- 
tion of parishes into unions, contained the express stipulation 
that each of the parishes included in a union should be 
separately chargeable with and liable to defray the expense 
of its own poor, whether relieved in or out of the workhouse 
(4 & S Wm. iv. c. 76, s. 26); but this principle was in- 
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fringed in 1848, when the relief of vagrants and irremovable 
paupers was made a charge upon the common fund (11 & 
12 Vict c. no, ss. I and 3 ; see also 24 & 25 Vict c. 55, 
ss. 4 and 8); and was abandoned altogether in 1865, when 
the statute above referred to (28 & 29 Vict c. 79) was 
passed, repealing the proviso in 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c. 76, s. 26, 
and enacting that, from and after the 25 th day of March, 
1866, all the cost of the relief of the poor, as well as the 
expenses of burial, vaccination, and registration, should be 
charged upon the common fund The same rule had been 
previously extended to pauper and criminal lunatics in asy- 
lums by 12 & 13 Vict c 103, s. s; 16 & 17 Vict c 97, 
s. 102 ; 24 & 25 Vict c 55, s. 6 ; and 27 & 28 Vict 
c. 29, s. 5- 

At the time when the Act of 1861 (24 & 25 Vict c. 55) 
became law, the poor rates were known to be assessed 
in different parishes upon widely different principles, and it 
was therefore deemed advisable to direct the guardians to 
take the ratable value from the county or borough rates, 
instead of from the poor rates, in the belief that the former 
rates afforded a fairer criterion than the latter for the ap- 
portionment of the common charges. It was accordingly 
enacted (by s. 10) as follows : — 

X. The guardians of every such union, in computing the amount of 
contribution to the common fund from the several parishes, shall take 
the annual ratable value of such property in every parish therein from 
the valuation upon which such parish was assessed to the county rate, 
or where there is no county ratp, to the borough o» ward rate, or other 
rate in the nature of a county rate, in the last assessment made not less 
than one month next preceding the day when the order for such contri- 
bution is made. 

From various causes, however, even this arrangement did 

not prove satisfactory, and the Union Assessment Committee 

Acts give the guardians the power of ascertaining the ratable 

B 2 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

value for themselves, independently of the actual assessment 
of the county, borough, ward, or other rates. When they 
have done so in any union, by means of the '' Valuation 
Lists " to be obtained under the Act, the common charges 
are thereafter to be borne by the several parishes in propor- 
tion to the ratable value so ascertained. The 30th section 
of the 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, enacts as follows : — 

XXX. When the Assessment Committee for any union shall have 
approved valuation lists for all the parishes comprised within such 
union, the guardians of such union, in computing the amount of contri- 
bution to the common fund for the several parishes, shall thenceforward 
take the annual ratable value of the property in such parishes respec* 
tively from the valuation lists for the time being lastly approved of for 
such parishes respectively, any statute to the contrary notwithstanding : 
Provided that in case any parish comprised in any union shall receive 
any sum of money as a contribution in aid of tne poor rate of such 
parish, for or in respect of government property within such parish and 
used for public purposes, the annual value of such property, according 
to the estimate (if any) of such value on which the amount of the sum 
of money so received is computed, or, if there be no such estimate, thea 
the annual value of such property, estimated in the mode provided by 
the Act sixth and seventh William the Fourth, chapter ninety-six, for 
making an estimate of the annual ratable value of property liable to be 
rated to rates for the relief of the poor, shall be included by the over- 
seer or overseers in the valuation list of such parish, and shall be added 
to the annual ratable value of the property in such parish in computing, 
the amount of contribution to the common fund for the several parishes 
in such union. 

The main object of the Acts being thus distinctly under- 
stood, it will be seen that that object is sought to be 
accomplished through the medium of the '* Assessment 
Committees" to be appointed by the guardians of the 
several unions. 

In addition to this primary object, however, the "Valua- 
tion Lists " are made to subserve a secondary purpose, in 
forming the basis for the assessment of the poor rate in the 
several parishes, excepting those in which the poor rate is 
made under Local Acts (see ss. 28 and 29). 
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A question having further arisen, with regard to the em- 
ployment of the '^Valuation Lists" in the assessment of 
county rates, an Act was passed in the Session of 1866 
{29 & 30 Vict, c 78) to remove the doubt which existed 
upon the subject. 

It will be seen that these Acts are not in force in single 
parishes under separate boards of guardians, which, not being 
included in any .union, have no common fund It has been 
proposed that the machinery of the Assessment Committee 
should be introduced into such parishes, with a view to the 
due assessment of the poor rate ; but this proposal has not 
yet been adopted by the Legislature. 
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Sect. II. — ^The Valuation Lists. 



These are to be prepared by the Overseers, and are to 
form the basis of the proceedings of the committee. 

The Overseers are required to "make a list of all the 
ratable hereditaments in the parish, with the annual value 
thereof respectively," in the following form (see schedule to 
the Act) : — 

Valuation List for [/A/ Parish or Place for which the List 
is made\ in the County of 



Name 

of 

Occupier. 



Name 

of 
Owner. 



Descrip- 
tion of 
Property. 



Name or 
Situation 

of 
Property. 



Estimated 
Extent. 



Gross 

Estimated 

Rental. 



Ratable 
Value. 



Gross Estimated Rental. — It will be seen that one of the 
columns in this form is headed, '^ Gross Estimated Rental." 
This is also the heading of one of the columns in the form 
of poor rate prescribed by the schedule to the Parochial 
Assessment Act (6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96) ; but although that 
Act contained a definition of the " net annual value '' which 
was to constitute the " ratable value " of the several here- 
ditaments, it did not define the meaning of the expression 
" Gross Estimated Rental," and much diversity of opinion 
arose as to the construction to be put upon those words. 
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The 25 & 25 Vict. c. 103, however, supplies a definition of 
the term, so far as concerns the valuation lists. The 15th 
section enacts as follows : — 

XV. The gross estimated rental for the purpose of the schedule to 
this Act shall be the rent at which the hereditament might reasonably 
be expected to let from year to year, free of all usual tenant's rates and 
taxes, and tithe commutation rentcharge, if any : Provided that nothincr 
herein contained shall repeal or inter^re with the provisions contained 
in the first section of the said Act (six and seven William the Fourth, 
chapter ninety-six), defining the net annual value of the hereditaments 
to be rated. 

This definition, unfortunately, is not so precisely framed 
as to exclude all doubt or difficulty in its interpretation ; for 
if the word " free " is to be read as referring to " heredita- 
ment " as its antecedent (which is certainly the grammatical 
construction), then the " Gross Estimated Rental " will not 
be the rent which would ordinarily be obtained for the 
premises, supposing the tenant to pay the rates and taxes 
and tithe rentcharge ; but it will be such a rent as a tenant 
would give if the property were altogether "free" from 
those burdens. According to this view, it is manifest that 
the " Gross Estmated Rental " will be virtually equivalent 
to a sum composed of the ordinary rent plus the tenant* s 
rates and taxes, and tithe commutation rentcharge, if any; 
since a property " free " from those charges must, of course, 
be estimated to let at a rent proportionably higher than 
could be obtained for it, supposing it to be subject to them. 

As this is a question of considerable importance, it is 
proper that it should be carefully examined. Although the 
Parochial Assessment Act of 1836 (6 & 7 Wm. iv. c 96) 
contains no definition of the term "Gross Estimated Rental," 
yet in defining the expression " net annual value," it employs 
the word " free " in the same manner in which it is used in 
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the explanatory clause of the present statute (s. 15) quoted 
above. The "net annual value" of the several heredita- 
ments rated is defined by the 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c 96, s. i, to 
be "the rent at which the same [/>., the hereditaments] 
might reasonably be expected to let from year to year, free 
of all u^ual tenant's rates and taxes, and tithe commutation 
rentcharge, if any, and deducting therefrom the probable 
annual cost of the repairs, insurance, and other expenses, 
if any, necessary to maintain them in a state to command 
such rent" 

In their Circulars issued on 22nd June and 19th Sep- 
tember, 1837, on the subject of the Parochial Assessment 
Act, the Poor Law Commissioners, with reference to this 
point, explained their views as follows : — 

In the first of these Circulars,* they stated — 

" Gross rent may be said to be that paid to a landlord who himself 
undertakes to pay all the nsual tenant's rates and taxes with which tke 
hereditaments or premises rented by the tenant are chargeable, together 
with tithe commutation rentchai^ge, the expense of upholding the build- 
ings in tenantable repair, insurance against loss by fire, and any other 
expenses (if any shall exist) necessarv to maintain such hereditaments in 
a state to conmiand such gross rent 

In the second Circular,^ they remarked — 

"As regards the 'Gross Estimated Rental' required by the Act to 
be entered in the column in the rate book prepared and headed for that 
purpose, the Commissioners have to observe that where, as above-men- 
tioned, the net annual value can be conveniently deuced firom the 
existing assessment, the gross estimated rental of each property can be 
readily found by adding to the net annual value the items before men- 
tioned, f.^., the expenses of repairs, insurances, and the other expenses 
adverted to, and also the estimated tenant's rates and taxes payable in 
respect of the property.** 

^ See the third annual report of the Poor Law CommisiionerB, 1837, 
Appendix A, No. 2, p. 91. 

^ See the fourth annual report of the Poor Law CommissionerB, 1858, 
Appendix A, Mo. 4, p. 163. 
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This interpretation, however, was not generally acquiesced 
in, and much difference of opinion prevailed upon the sub- 
ject for many years; but in 1859, the Poor Law Board, in 
consequence of certain decisions of the Court of Queen's 
Bench with respect to the assessment of the tithe rentcharge 
to the poor rate, deemed it advisable to consult the Law 
Officers of the Crown and Mr. Tomlinson, who expressed 
their opinion in the following terms : — 

"We understand bv 'Gross Estimated Rental/ mentioned in the 
schedule to the Parochial Assessment Act, the rent at which the pro- 
perty might be expected to be let free of tenant's rates and taxes, and tithe 
commutation rentcharge, the tenant taking these burthens upon himself, 
and we suppose that in practice the column is usually filled up, so far 
as r^;ards corporeal hereditaments, with figures expressing or approxi- 
mating to the conventional or rack rent, on a tenancy from year to 
year. After making the deduction thereifrom of average repairs, etc., 
the ratable value of such property is arrived at. " 

{See Circular of the Poor Law Board, 9th May^ i^599 u^ 
their 12th Annual Report, Appendix, page 41.) 

According to this opinion, the word " free " appears to be 
read as if it referred to the landlord, and not to the tenant ; 
so that while the '^ hereditament " is regarded as subject to 
the charges in question (instead of being free from them), 
the rent is looked upon as being received by the landlord 
^'free" of those chaiges, which the tenant is considered as 
^' taking upon himself."^ 

^ In a work upon "The Local Taxes of the United Kingdom," pre- 
pared by the present Editor in 1S46, under the direction of the roor 
Law Commissioners (Knight & Co., 1846), the view taken on this point 
.accords with the opinion which was thus given in 1859 by the Law 
Officers of the Crown and Mr. Tomlinson. Referring to the definition 
in question, it was stated (p. 14) z-^^The chief difficulty in its construc- 
tion relates to the connection of the word * free ' in the sentence. It is 
obvious that, if the property be let ' free * of tithes and taxes, it will 
fetch a much higher rent thian if it be let subject to those charges. It 
is also obvious that the higher rent thus obtained, out of w£ch the 
tithes and taxes would require eventually to be paid, is not a net rent. 
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The opinion thus given by the Law Officers of the Crown 
and Mr. Tomlinson, although it does some violence to the 
grammatical construction of the clause, will doubtless be 
generally adopted and followed by the Overseers and As- 
sessment Committees, in construing the analagous definition 
contained in the 15th section of the Act 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103. 
If so, the " Gross Estimated Rental " to be entered in the 
proper column of the valuation list will be the ordinary rack 
rent of the property, the tenant undertaking to pay the 
usual rates and taxes and the tithe rentcharge, if any, and 
the burden of repairs and insurance, and other expenses, 
if any, of maintaining the property, being borne by the 
landlord' 

This view has been virtually recognised and adopted by 
the Court of Queen's Bench in Reg. v. Hall Dare (34 L. J» 
n.s. M. C. 17 ; II Jur. n.s. 59; 11 L. T. n.s. 301), in which 
the appellant claimed four deductions : first, the general 
sewers tax ; second, the tax for maintaining and cleansing 
the sewers and works ; third, the expense incurred by him 
in the maintenance and repair of the sluice or floodgate and 
gote upon his own lands ; and fourth, the amount of his 
contribution towards the maintenance and repair of the 



and therefore could scarcely have been intended by the Legislature to 
be taken as the * net annual value * of the property. The most reason- 
able construction seems to be, that it is the *rent,' and not the * here- 
ditament/ which is to be dealt with in the calculation as being *free* 
of the burdens referred to." 

^ Subsequently to the publication of the first edition of this work, 
the Poor Law Board explained their views as to the meaning of the 
term in question in a letter addressed to the Assessment Committee of 
the Weymouth Union, which will be found in the Appendix. In that 
letter they referred to the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown 
and Mr. Tomlinson, and recommended its adoption in the interpreta- 
tion of the Union Assessment Committee Act, 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103. 
(See Appendix, I., posL) 
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adjoining sea-wall. The Court held that the sewers tax was^ 
a tenant's tax, and that consequently the first and second 
items were to be allowed for in computing the '' Gross Esti- 
mated Rental;" and they further held, that the third and 
fourth items were expenses necessary to maintain the pro- 
perty in a state to command the same rent, and were there- 
fore to be deducted from the "Gross Estimated Rental" 
in ascertaining the "Ratable Value." It was put in this 
way by Mellor, J. : — " I think the first two items are deduc- 
tions which the tenant would make before he would fix the 
rent he would give. As to the other two, they would seem 
to come under the second head, as expenses necessary to 
keep the land in a position to command the rent" (L. J. 
20.) In the subsequent cases, Reg. v. Bilston (35 L. J. 
n.s. M. C. 73 and 97), the expressions used with regard ta 
"deductions" for water-rent, and for tenant's rates and 
taxes, are quite reconcilable with the foregoing views, as 
they refer to the charges to be borne by the tenant, and to 
be consequently allowed for in computing the " Gross Esti- 
mated Rental" 

In applying this principle, a further question has arisen^ 
as to whether the actual rent of property which is let is to- 
be taken as the "Gross Estimated Rental." This question 
has been decided by the Court of Queen's Bench, in the 
case of Hay ward v, the Overseers of Brinkworth (10 L. T. 
n.s. Q. B. 608). In that case, the several sums inserted in 
the rate appealed against, in the column headed "Gross 
Estimated Rental," represented the rents at which the se- 
veral properties were actually let, and the " Ratable Value '^ 
was accordingly computed upon the basis of such actual 
rents. J. A. was rated for a farm at a "Gross Estimated 
Rental " of 400/. a year, being the amount of the rent paid 
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l)y him to his landlord ; but at the time of the making of 
the valuation list, and the rate, the farm would readily have 
let, and might reasonably have been expected to let, from 
year to year, at a rent exceeding 400/. a year. The Court 
held that the rate should have been based upon the esti- 
mated value, and not upon the actual rent, of the property, 
and ordered it to be amended accordingly. Per Blackburn, 
J. : — " I think that the case is perfectly clear, and that the 
rate must be amended The Legislature has stated that 
the estimate according to which the rate shall be calculated 
shall be, not the actual rent paid, but the rent at which the 
premises might have been reasonably expected to let from 
year to year. The rent actually paid is no AoMht primd facie 
the estimate, but it is not conclusive. Here the premises 
might have been let at a larger sum than that demanded by 
the landlord, and the rate therefore should have been cal- 
*€ulated on that amount." In this case, the estimated value 
exceeded the actual rent; and it may still be questioned, 
whether any property can be reasonably estimated to be 
worth less than the rent which is actually received for it. 
Prospective value, however, cannot be taken into account : 
Staley v. Overseers of Castleton (10 L. T. n.s. 606). With 
reference to the case of Hayward v. the Overseers of Brink- 
worth, the following correspondence was published in " The 
Times" of 13th August, 1864 : — 

TO THE EDITOR OF *THE TIMES.' 

Sir, — For the information of the different assessment committees of 
the kingdom, perhaps you will find room in 'The Times' for the en- 
closed correspondence. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN L. STRATTON. 

TuRWESTON House, Brackley, 
Aug. iiM, 1864. 
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"TuRWESTON House, Bracklby, 
**7une2Sih, 1864. 

'*SiR, — ^We have had some difficulty in arriving at gross estimated 
rental in our Assessment Committee, owing to the opinion being held 
by some of the members ' that actual rent ought not to be considered 
as having anything to do with the subject. * You will much oblige me 
by giving me your opinion on the following points : — 

" First — ^Whether, in arriving at gross estimated rental it is right to 
consider that rent has nothing to do with the subject ? or 

" Secondly — Whether it is right to consider that gross estimated rental 
ought not to be less than the actual rent that is paid for land, except in 
cases of old leases, where it is clearly proved that from some cause the 
property has been depreciated in value ? ar.d 

** Thirdly — Whether it is right to assess at a higher amount than the 
actual rent, where it is clearly proved that the property is let below its 
real value ? 

** In short, whether rent ought not to be a guide as a minimum, and 
not as a maximum, 

** I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

"JOHN L. STRATTON. 
" To W. G. LUMLEY, Esq., 

"Poor Law Board, Whitehall, London." 



i( 



"Poor Law Board, Whitehall, 
** Au^^ust sth, 1864. 

Sir, — I am .directed by the Poor I^w Board to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 25th of June last, on the subject of the 
proper mode of arriving at gross estimated rental. 

' ' You ask, in the first place, whether, in arriving at gross estimated 
rental, it is right to consider that actual rent has nothing to do with the 
subject ? To this the Board have to answer that the Courts have laid 
down in many cases that the rent which is actually paid is the best 
criterion of value (see the 'King v. Chaplin,* i B. and Ad., 926) when 
that is the full rack rent, though, as it was held in the late case of 
* Hay ward v. The Overseers of Brinkworth,* 10 L. T. n.s., 608, that 
rent is not conclusive as it may be shown that the actual value is above 
the sum paid as the rack rent You ask, secondly, whether it is right 
to consider that gross estimated rental ought not to be less than the 
actual rent that is paid for the land, except in the cases of old leases, 
where it is clearly proved that from some cause the property has been 
depreciated in value ? The Board-, refexring to the definition of grots 
estimated rental, given in 15th section of the late Act 25-26 Vict, 
c. 103, find it difficult to understand how such rental can be deemed 
to be less than the rent actually paid, unless some depreciation in value 
can be shown to have occurred in the manner suggested by you. It 
cannot be properly established that the rent at which the premises may 
be expected to let from year to year can, except under some peculiar 
circumstances, be less than that which is actually paid. Your third 
question is, whether it is right to assess at a higher amount than actual 
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rent where it is clearly proved that the property is let below its real 
value ? To this the Board think it best to refer to the late case in the 
Queen's Bench, above cited, where the Court held a rate to be bad 
because certain properties had been valued by the assessment committee 
upon the rents actually paid, though it was proved that the real annual 
value of these lands was above the amounts paid in rents. 

** I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

** W. G. LUMLEY, Assistant Secretary. 

**ToJ. L. Stratton, Esq., 

"Turweston House, Brackley." 

Ratdble Value.'] — The overseers will probably find no diffi- 
culty in filling up the other columns in the form, except 
perhaps the last, in which the "Ratable Value" is to be 
entered. 

It maybe observed that if the "Gross Estimated Rental" 
be ascertained according to the principles above explained, 
the " Ratable Value" as pointed out by the Poor Law Board 
in the letter which is printed in the Appendix (No. I., post), 
"will be readily deduced from the 'Gross Estimated Rental ' 
by deducting the cost of repairs and insurance, and the 
•other expenses, if any, necessary to maintain the property 
in a state to command the same rent." Much discussion 
has taken place as to the proper amounts of these deduc- 
tions; and the assessment committees of the different unions, 
sometimes separately, and sometimes by agreement amongst 
the committees in the same county or other district, have 
adopted certain scales of deductions, applicable to various 
classes or descriptions of property. These scales vary greatly 
in different localities, as may be seen on reference to the 
parliamentary papers in which they have been published^ 

^ See Return ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 
II March, 1864; Sess. Papers, No. 116; and Further Return, ordered 
to, be printed, 2 May, 1864; Sess. Papers, No. 116. — I. 

The first is a return to an order for copy of instructions from Com- 
mittees of Boards of Guardians (under the union Assessment Committee 
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It should be borne in mind, that the law requires the 
deductions to be made with reference to each property 
separately, and that the use of a general scale, unless it be 
applied with great care and discrimination, may involve the 
risk of considerable error as regards individual cases. It 
may be remarked, however, that as regards the metropolis, 
a scale of maximum rates of deduction has been prescribed 
by the Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 1869 (see 32 & 33 Vict, 
c. 67, Third Schedule). 

The Valuation Lists in/orce,]-— The first " Valuation List " 
for each parish in the union having passed through the 
various stages prescribed by the Acts — from the original 
preparation by the overseers, or by the person appointed in 
their stead, to the final approval by the Assessment Com- 
mittee, — it is thereupon to be regarded as the valuation list 
in force ; but provision is made to meet the changes that 
may take place from time to time in the ratable property 
within the parish, by "Supplemental Lists," or by new or 
substitutional Lists, to be furnished as occasion may require 
at the instance of the overseers themselves, or by the direc- 
tion of the Committee. These Supplemental, or substitu- 
tional. Lists are to pass through all the same stages, and to 
be dealt with in all respects in the same way as the original 
lists, and when approved will constitute the valuation lists 
in force for the time being. 

Act of 1862) to overseers, for ensuring a just and uniform system of 
valuation throughout the parishes in their respective unions ; and a 
return of the number and names of parishes in each union in which 
paid valuers have been appointed to make the valuation lists ; and the 
number of parishes in each union in which the valuation lists of the 
overseers have been received, and the number of lists which have been 
approved. 

The second is a return of the scales of deductions authorised by the 
several Union Assessment Committees, and set forth in the parliamentary 
paper of the same Session, No. 116. 
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It will thus be seen that the valuations lists made at the 
commencement are not necessarily to be renewed annually, 
nor yet to remain in force, without alteration, during any par- 
ticular period ; but are to undergo from time to time, as occa- 
sion may arise, such alterations as may be found necessary to 
bring them into conformity with the actual state of the facts. 

With reference to this subject the Poor Law Board issued 
a circular to the several Assessment Committees, dated ist 
March, 1864, which contains the following passage (see 
Appendix, l,^post): — 

" The Board think it very desirable that every committee 
who shall have completed the revision of the valuation lists 
of their union should, either at the commencement of their 
year of office or at some other time, according to their own 
judgment, examine the valuation lists, and determine whether 
it will be requisite that supplemental lists should be made in 
respect of any of the parishes in their union, according to 
the provisions of section 26 of the Act. If they think proper 
to adopt this suggestion, they may probably find it convenient 
to give notice of the days when they will make the examina- 
tion, so that persons interested in the lists may have an oppor- 
tunity of appearing before them and drawing their attention 
to matters which may require to be investigated or altered.*' 

The Act of 1864 further provides that objections, with 
due notice, may at any time be made against an approved 
list, and be heard, and the list amended, by the committee, 
although no subsequent list has been transmitted to them : 
such amendment to be notified to the overseers, and the 
current poor rate to be altered accordingly (27 & 28 Vict 
c 39, s. i). In the event of an appeal against a poor rate^ 
the valuation list is to be altered in conformity with the 
decision of the Justices (25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 22). 
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Sect. III. — The Common Fund. 

Pafvchial Contributions.'] — ^When the valuation lists have 
been duly approved for all the parishes in any union, the 
guardians of the union, in computing the amounts to be 
contributed by the several parishes towards the common 
fund, in pursuance of the 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55, s. 9, are to 
take the annual ratable value of the property in such parishes 
from the valuation lists in force for the time being (25 & 26 
Vict c. 103, s. 30). This enactment virtually repeals the 
loth section of the 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55 {ante^ p. 3), from 
the date of the approval of the first .valuation lists in each 
union. 

Sums received from Government. — It must be borne in 
mind, however, that in any patish where a sum of money is 
received in aid of the poor rate in respect of government 
property, the annual value of such property must be included 
by the overseers in the valuation list, and must be added to 
the annual ratable value of the property in the parish, in 
computing the contribution to the common fund (s. 30). 

Computation^ — ^The computation will be a simple one, 
based upon the rule of proportion. The clerk to the guar- 
dians must make a summary of the valuation lists of all the 
parishes in the union ; and when the total amount required 
for the common fund of the whole union has been deter- 
mined, the separate a:mount to be contributed by each 
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parish will readily be found, 
lion will be as follows : — 



The elements of the calcula- 



Aggregate Amount I 
of Ratable Value I 
in the Union, as \ . 
shown by the I • 

Valuation Lists of| 
all the Parishes. 






*•£' 



Whole Union, 



I Total Amount! 

required for 

the Common 

Fund of the 

Union. 



Whole Union. 

;^2000, 



! Amount of 
Ratable Value 
of each Parish 
(separately) 
as shown by its 
Valiiation List. 



Parish A. 
^lOOO, 




Amount to be con- 
tributed to the 
Common Fund by 
each Parish (sepa- 
rately^, as the 
result of the propor- 
tional computation. 



Parish A. 



(or the 2nd and 3rd terms may of course be transposed, 
with the same result). 

This calculation is to be made by the clerk towards the 
end of each half-year with reference to the estimated expen- 
diture for the next half-year, and is to be laid before the 
guardians for their consideration " a reasonable time before 
the expiration of the current half-year ;" and the guardians 
are to make their orders on the overseers for the payment of 
the contributions "at the commencement of each half-year," 
and also " from time to time as occasion may arise." This 
is prescribed by the Poor Law Board's General Order of 26 
Feb., 1866. 

The contribution orders being thus made at the com- 
mencement of the half-year, it is provided by the 28 & 29 
Vict c. 79, s. 12 (enacted on 29th June, 1865), that the 
guardians shall distribute the charges upon the common 
fund during and at the close of every half-year in the pro- 
portions according to which the orders for the contributions 
to the common fund were made upon the several parishes 
at the commencement of such half-year, notwithstanding any 
change that may be made in the valuation list of any parish 
during such period. 
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Correction]. — ^The Act 24 & 25 Vict c 55 (i August, 
1 861) enacts, in s. 11, as follows : — 

XI. No order of guardians for contribution purporting to be made in 
accordance with this Act shall be deemed to be void by reason of any 
error in the estimate of the ratable value of the property in any parish 
in the union upon which the contribution shall have been calculated ; 
but every parish affected by such error shall be entitled to have the 
same set nght in the making out and closing of the accounts of the 
union, or at the audit thereof. 

Apparently, also, the error may be corrected on appeal to 
the Court of Queen's Bench, or to the Local Government 
Board, under 7 & 8 Vict, c loi, ss. 35, 36, against the 
decision of the Auditor, either in allowing or in disallowing 
the charge in question, as the case may be. 

Appeal against List.] — There is another mode of proceed- 
ing, however, which is open to any parish aggrieved by an 
approved valuation list. The overseer or overseers of any 
parish may appeal against the list for that parish, on the 
ground that the hereditaments are valued at sums beyond 
the true ratable value ; and they may appeal against the list 
for any other parish, on the ground that the hereditaments 
are valued at sums below the true ratable value (s. 32). 
They must, however, obtain the consent of a vestry sum- 
moned for the purpose before they can bring the appeal 
(s. 32). The appeal is to be made to the quarter sessions 
for the county or borough in which the greatest number of 
parishes belonging to the union is situate, or if the number 
in the two jurisdictions be equal, then to the quarter sessions 
for the county or borough in which the workhouse is situate 
(s. 32). It must be made "at the sessions to be holden 
after the expiration of a month after the allowance of and 
deposit of' the valuation list which is appealed against ; 

^*the sessions" here referred to being intended, it is presumed, 

c 2 
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to be the next practicable sessions held after the interval of 
a month from the deposit of the list (s. 32). 

If the overseers appeal against the list of some other 
parish, on the ground that the valuation is too low, they 
must give notice in writing of the intended appeal and the 
grounds of it both to the overseers of such other parish, and 
to the guardians of the union ; and this notice must be 
given fourteen clear days previous to the first day of the 
sessions (s. 32). If, however, they appeal against the list 
for their own parish, on the ground that the valuation is too 
high, a similar notice is to be given to the guardians of the 
union only (s. 32). 

The court is empowered, after hearing the appeal, either 
to confirm the list, or to correct any proved irregularities or 
inaccuracies ; but not to quash it in regard to any other 
parish, unless the Court deem it necessary to procure a new 
valuation list (s. 32). For this latter purpose the Court is 
authorized to adjourn the appeal, and upon the application 
of either the appellant or the respondent, to order a survey 
or valuation to be made, and to appoint a proper person to 
make it ; and on receiving the report at some subsequent 
sessions, then to hear and determine the appeal (s. 33). 

The expenses of such survey and valuation are to be 
deemed costs in the appeal ; and the costs of the appeal are 
to be paid by the appellant or by the respondent, as the 
Court may direct (s. 33). In the case of an appeal brought 
by the overseers against the valuation list of their own 
parish, on the ground of the valuation being too high, if the 
appeal is determined in their favour, the costs of the appel- 
lants, as ascertained by the Court, are to be paid by the 
guardians of the union out of the common fund (s. 34). 
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It will be observed that in these appeals the respondents 
are the guardians of the union, and not the Assessment 
Committee ; and their officer will consequently act in the 
matter as clerk to the guardians, and not as clerk to the 
Assessment Committee. It is important to notice this dis- 
tinction, with reference to the Poor Law Board's General 
Order of 26th February, 1866, Art 3, which relates to the 
duty of the clerk to the guardians with respect to conduct- 
ing the legal business of the guardians, if he be a solicitor. 
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Sect. IV. — The Poor Rate. 

Although the primary object of the Act (25 & 26 Vict. 
c. 103) is (as already explained) to provide for the adjust- 
ment of the parochial contributions to the common fund, 
advantage has been taken of the machinery which it supplies 
to secure the assessment of the poor rate itself on a satisfactory 
basis, in the several parishes comprised in the unions, with the 
exception of those parishes which are under Local Acts. 

It is accordingly enacted that, in every parish where a 
valuation list under this Act has been approved and de- 
livered to the overseers, except any parish in which the 
poor rate, or the assessment for it, is made by any vestry, 
trustees, guardians, commissioners, overseers, or other per- 
sons, under a Local Act (see s. 29), no poor rate shall be of 
any force unless the hereditaments be rated according to 
their annual ratable value appearing in the valuation list in 
force in the parish ; except as regards any property included 
in such list, which, by reason of any alteration in the occu- 
pation, may have become liable to be rated in parts not 
mentioned in the lists as being separately ratable, and 
which (though not included in any supplemental list) may 
be separately rated in the rate in question, according to 
such amounts as shall be fairly apportioned parts of the 
ratable value appearing in the list of the hereditaments 
out of which such parts have been constituted (s. 28, and 
also s. 43). 

When a poor rate is duly made in conformity with the 
valuation list in force at the time, the churchwardens and 
overseers are to make a declaration to that effect, to be 
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written and signed at the end of the rate, instead of the 
declaration required by the Parochial Assessment Act (6 & 
7 Wm. iv. c. 96). The form of the declaration is given in 
the schedule to the Act 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103 ; which (it may 
be observed) does not make any other change in the form 
of the poor rate (s. 28). The subsequent Act, 27 & 28 
Vict. c. 39, s. II, imposes a penalty not exceeding 5/. on 
any overseer who wilfully omits to make this declaration, or 
makes it falsely, knowing it to be untrue. 

The existing law is not interfered with, either as regards 
the compositions for rates by owners of tenements, or as 
regards any special exemptions or rules of rating. 

Appeal against Poor Rate?^ — It has already been stated 
that the first Act (s. 22) requires the committee to alter the 
valuation list in conformity with the decision of the justices, 
where the poor rate for the same parish is appealed against 
and amended. Soon after the passing of that Act, a ques- 
tion arose as to whether the committee were not entitled to 
appear before the justices and support their valuations on 
appeals against poor rates ; but upon the whole it was con- 
sidered that the Act did not invest them with that power. 
This was found to be productive of serious practical in- 
convenience ; as the overseers, who were the respondents, 
might either be unacquainted with the grounds on which the 
committee had formed their conclusions, and be consequently 
unable — or else they might differ from those conclusions, 
and be consequently unwilling — to defend them; or they 
might be interested, either personally or on behalf of their 
parish, in setting aside the decisions of the committee, and in 
consenting to a reduction of the rate, which would involve a 
corresponding alteration of the valuation list. It is provided, 
however, by the Act of 1864, that in the case of every such 
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appeal, whether at Special or Quarter Sessions, twenty-one 
days' previous notice shall be given by the appellant to the 
Assessment Committee (27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. i), who may 
thereupon, with the consent of the guardians of the union, 
after notice has been sent to every guardian, appear, in the 
name of the guardians, as respondents to the appeal (ibid,, 
s. 2). Due provision is made for the payment of the costs 
which may be incurred by the committee as such respon- 
dents {ibid,y s. 3) ; though it must be observed that, while 
the committee are really the respondents, they do not ap- 
pear in their own names, but in the name of the guardians 
of the union, and the clerk to the guardians will therefore 
be required to conduct the proceedings. 

After the ist August, 1864, it is required, as a condition 
precedent to any such appeal, that the appellant shall have 
objected to the valuation list on which the rate is based, 
and shall have failed to obtain such relief as he may deem 
just (ibid,, s. i). It is important to observe that such objec- 
tion may now be made at any time, and not merely prior to 
the approval of the list, as provided by the Act of 1862 ; 
and that if the committee amend the list after approval, the 
current rate is to be altered accordingly (jbid,, s. i). 

A difficulty having arisen with regard to the determination 
of appeals against poor rates by justices of the peace, who 
might be deemed to be personally interested, that difficulty 
has been met to a certain extent by the Act of 1864, which 
enacts that no justice of the peace shall be disqualified for 
acting in the determination of any such appeal, either at 
Quarter or Special Sessions, by reason of his being rated, 
or being liable to be rated, in some other parish in the 
union than that for which the rate appealed against is made 
{jbid,^ s. 6). 
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Sect. V. — Expenses. 

Incurred by Committee^ — The remuneration of the clerk 
^25 & 26 Vict c. 103, s. 10), and all expenses incurred by 
the committee (s. 37), for the common use and benefit of the 
several parishes in the union, are to be paid by the guar- 
dians and charged to the common fund (s. 38). But the 
expenses of making any valuation, or valuation list, whether 
made by the overseers or by some person appointed by the 
committee, are to be charged upon the poor rates of the 
parish concerned, if the valuation so made by direction of 
the committee shall exceed by one-sixth the amount of 
the valuation delivered to the committee by the overseers ; 
but otherwise upon the common fund (s. 39). Where 
a valuer is appointed to assist the. committee generally, 
under 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 32, his remuneration is to be 
charged to the common fund. With regard to costs in- 
curred by the committee as respondents in appeals against 
poor rates, provision is made by the Act of 1864, 27 & 28 
Vict c 39 ; and further provision is made in 31 & 32 Vict 
c 122, s. 29, for sharing the expense of appeals in certain 
cases among neighbouring unions. 

Incurred by Overseers^ — The above-mentioned enactments 
in the first Act, however, although they provide for the 
expenses incurred by the committee, or in consequence of 
their orders, do not meet the case of the expenses incurred 
by the overseers in discharging their duties under the Act 
As regards such expenses provision is made by the Act of 
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1864 (27 & 28 Vict, c, 39, s. 7), which enables the overseers 
to charge the amount upon the poor rate, so far as it may be 
authorized by the vestry, or (in the absence of any direction 
of the vestry) by the Assessment Committee : but subject to 
the proviso, that the expense of a valuation procured by the 
overseers shall not be charged upon the poor rate, unless 
the consent of the committee shall have been given pre- 
viously to such valuation being made.^ 



^ As to the costs of appeals against valuation lists, see 25 & 26< 
Vict. c. 103, s. 34. 
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Sect. VI. — County Rate. 

The Act of 1864, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 9, contains a 
provision which is designed to assist the county justices in 
the assessment of the county rate. It directs that the clerk 
of every Assessment Committee shall send to the clerk of 
the peace, in the month of December in every year, copies 
of the totals of the gross estimated rental and of the ratable 
value in the several valuation lists, or of those totals as 
altered by any supplemental lists. 

Doubts having arisen, as to whether the powers of the 
justices in the assessment of the county rate were not im- 
pliedly interfered with by the Union Assessment Committee 
Act of 1862 ; an Act was passed in 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 
78), to authorize the justices to proceed in regard to the 
county rate in the same manner in all respects as if the Act 
of 1862 had not passed. These doubts arose upon the 
language of s. 28 of that Act, which enacts that where a 
valuation list has been approved, no rate which by law is 
required to be based upon the poor rate shall be of any 
force unless the hereditaments included in such rate be 
rated according to the ratable value appearing in such list 
Whatever ground there may have been for such doubts, they 
are now removed by the Act referred to. 
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Sect. VH. — General Remarks. 

It has been already sufficiently explained that the object of 
the Acts is not to alter the law of rating, but to provide a 
machinery for ensuring the observance of that law uniformly 
in all unions. 

In every union, therefore, the Assessment Committee 
will find its own duty clearly defined by the purpose of the 
Acts. Whether in deciding as to the persons or the 
hereditaments liable to be rated, or in determining the 
amount at which they are to be assessed, the committee will 
be guided solely by the principles of the existing law of 
rating, and will use their best endeavours to bring the 
practice into close conformity with those principles. 

In discharging this duty, the committee will refer to the 
definition of " net annual value " in tlie 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 
96; and they will observe that if the "gross estimated 
rental " be correctly entered in the appropriate column in 
the valuation list, according to the construction of that term 
explained above {antCy pp. 6-14), the "net annual" or 
" rateable value " will be readily deduced from it, by deduct- 
ing the cost of repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, 
if any, necessary to maintain the property in a state to 
command the same rent {ante, p. 14). 

The committee being composed of elected guardians, as 
the representatives of the ratepayers, associated with justices 
resident in the neighbourhood, acting as ex-offido guardians, 
will no doubt be so far personally conversant with the value 
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of property within the district, as to be able with little 
difficulty, to settle the valuation lists for the most part fairly 
and accurately, without having recourse to the aid of 
professional valuers ; but they can seek that assistance when- 
ever they really require it, subject to the consent of the 
Board of Guardians of the union. The Legislature clearly 
contemplated that the expense of a professional valuation 
should not be lightly incurred, as notice is required to be 
sent to every guardian before the question can be submitted 
to the consideration of the Board ; and the committee them- 
selves will no doubt feel the necessity of personally dis- 
charging the duty which is confided to them so far as they 
may be in a position satisfactorily to do so. 

The valuation lists, when finally settled and approved by 
the committee, will be documents of great importance ; for 
whilst, on the one hand, they will form the standard or 
criterion for the computation of the parochial contributions 
to the common fund of the union (s. 30), on the other hand, 
they will constitute the basis for the assessment of a very 
large proportion of the local taxation within the union, since 
not only the poor rates, but all other rates which by law are 
required to be based upon the poor rate, are to be assessed 
in accordance with them (s. 28), except in certain parishes 
under Local Acts (s. 29). 

Looking at the great importance of these lists, it is 
essential that after they have been settled by the committee 
or (on appeal) by the Quarter Sessions, they should be duly 
preserved in safe custody, so that they may neither be lost 
nor destroyed nor otherwise injured or tampered with. 

The first Act does not in any way alter the law relating to 
appeals against poor rates, though it requires the valuation 
lists to be amended in conformity with the result of any 



3© INTRODUCTION. 

such appeals (s. 22); but it provides a new right of appeal 
to the Quarter Sessions against the valuation lists, on the 
part of the overseers of any parish aggrieved. The grievance 
can only refer to the apportionment of the contributions to 
the common fund, and the appeal can only proceed upon 
one of two grounds, either that the parish concerned is 
assessed too high, or that some other parish is assessed too 
low (s. 32). This right of appeal to the Quarter Sessions is 
no more than fair towards the parishes, since the committee 
may be considered as representing the Board of Guardians, 
by whom the apportionment of the common fund is to be 
made. 

The Act of 1864, however, contains some important 
provisions, which have been already explained (ante, pp. 23, 
24), with reference to appeals against poor rates. It em- 
powers the Assessment Committee, with the consent of the 
Board of Guardians, to become respondents in such appeals, 
and thus gives them the opportunity of defending their 
valuations before the tribunal which is to decide upon them. 
Nevertheless, the committee are not bound to appear, 
though the appellant is bound to give them notice. On 
receiving such notice, it will rest with them to determine 
whether or not they will apply to the Board of Guardians 
for their consent, and if they do so apply, it will then rest 
with the Board of Guardians to determine whether or not 
they will give such consent 

Valuation lists being now in force in all unions, the future 
action of the Assessment Committees will be mainly directed 
to the amendment of the lists from time to time, as changes 
in the value or condition of the ratable property may 
require, and to the support of their valuations in. cases of 
appeal 
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By s. 12 of the Act of 1862, the guardians are required to 
report annually to the Local Government Board the pro- 
-ceedings of the Assessment Committees ; and the Board 
have annually laid before Parliament the results of these 
reports. In their Seventh Annual Report (1877-78, page 
cxxiiL) the Board remarked : — " The returns of valuation of 
property assessable to the poor rate, which for some time 
have been annually printed by order of the House of Com- 
mons, afford marked evidence of the increasing prosperity 
of the kingdom, as measured by its material wealth. No 
information of the ratable value of the property of England 
and Wales exists prior to the return of 184 1, when the Poor 
Law Commissioners obtained a statement from the overseers 
of every parish, and the result gave a total ratable value of 
^62,540,000. In 1847, the ratable value was found to be 
^67,321,000; and in 1850, ;£67,7oo,ooo. For 1856, the 
Poor Law Board were enabled to show for the first time the 
* Gross Estimated Rental,' in conjunction with the * Ratable 
Value;' the respective amounts being ^^86,078,000, and 
^71,840,000. In 1863 and 1864, the Union Assessment 
Committees, created under the 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, had taken 
up the important functions which that statute conferred on 
them ; and the return of 1865-6 is the first which was made 
with reference to the new valuations. Although the statute 
left untouched the single parishes under separate boards 
of guardians, this return showed the gross estimated 
rental to have been ;£ 11 0,07 9,000, and the ratable value, 
^93»638,ooo." 

In their Eighth Annual Report (1878-79, page clxxL), 
the Board further observed : — " The last published return 
relates to the valuations in force at Lady-day, 1877, and 
therefore applicable to the poor rate for the year 1877-78. 
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This and the valuation for the two years immediately pre- 
ceding were as hereunder set forth : — 



Assessment in 
force at 


Valuation. 


Increase over preceding 
Year. 


Gross 

estimated 

Rental. 


Ratable 
Value. 


Gross 

estimated 

Rental. 


Ratable 
Value. 


Lady-day 
1875 

1876 
1877 


£ 
140,524,319 

146,995,016 
150,980,679 


£ 
"9,079,589 

124,587,474 
127,948,380 


£ 

• 

6,470,697 
3,985,663 


£ 

5,507,885 
3,360,906 



" With reference to the existing Assessment Authorities, 
the latest valuation for the kingdom stands thus : — 



Assessments in force at 
Lady-day, 1877. 


Valuation. 


Gross estimated 
Rental. 


Ratable Value. 


Places not under any Assessment 
Committee : 
25 unions and the 5 parishes 
of the Scilly Isles 

Places under " The Union Assess- 
ment Committee Act, 1862": 
594 unions 

Places under "The Metropolis 
Valuation Act, 1869": 
30 unions 

649 unions and the Scilly Isles. 

Total for Engird ... 


£ 
9,517,628 

112,996,206 
28,466,845 


£ 
8,008,141 

96,493,351 
23,446.88s 


150,980,679 


127,948,380 
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Sect. VIII. — Exemptions from Rating. 

Although the Union Assessment Committee Acts made 
no alteration in the law of rating, but left the kinds of 
property and the classes of persons liable to be assessed 
precisely the same as before, and expressly preserved all 
exemptions and special rules of rating, (25 & 26 Vict. c. 
103, ss. 35, 36), still, in the course of the proceedings of the 
Assessment Committees, many questions arose, both as to 
the interpretation and as to the policy of the law relating to 
parochial assessments, which might, perhaps, have remained 
unnoticed, or might not have been brought so prominently 
forward, if the matter had still continued exclusively in the 
hands of the overseers of each separate parish. The 
propriety of the exemption of certain kinds of property 
.(especially woods and mines) from ratability, became widely 
canvassed ; and many petitions were presented to Parlia- 
ment, as well as memorials to the Poor Law Board, urging 
an alteration of the law in that respect. 

Some of these questions were brought under the notice of 
the House of Commons, in 1864, by Mr. Hubbard, who, in 
concluding his remarks, expressed a hope that the President 
of the Poor Law Board "might be enabled to lay before the 
House next Session some legislative proposition for remedy- 
ing the grievances to which he had referred." In his reply, 
Mr. Villiers, then President of the Board, remarked : — 

"His hon. friend also asked him whether he would bring in a Bill to 
extend the liability to rating to woods, mines, and other property which 
had hitherto been exempted. That was rather a difiScult question to 
reply to. As his hon. friend knew, several attempts had recently been 

D 
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made to Instate upon this subject, and he need not refer to the 
particular reasons which had prevented their success. He could only 
say that he had very carefully examined the evidence taken by a com- 
mittee of that House a few years ago, and he must confidently state 
that, so far as he understood the matter, there wa.s no reason for these 
exemptions. The technical construction of the law was all very well in 
the courts, but if taxation was to be equal, and property was to bear 
the burdens to which it was liable fairly, it was not right that one class 
of property should be exempt from, while others were liable to, rating. 
Where property was of such a kind that it was difficult or impossible 
to collect the rates, that was a ground for exemption ; but in this 
instance no such reason existed. The exemptions were not universal 
throughout the United Kingdom ; they did not exist either in Scotland 
or Ireland. The ground on which the courts had held that mines other 
than coal-mines were exempt was, that they were not mentioned in the 
Act of Elizabeth ; but they were liable to highway-rates, sewers-rates, 
church-rates, and other rates which were not hxed, as was now so much 
the fashion, upon the basis of the poor rate. These exemptions 
having endured for a very long time, there were now in existence a 
great number of interests which would be very tenacious of the 
exemptions which they had enjoyed so long ; therefore, it was not easy 
to produce a change. It was, however, one of the advantages of this 
Act that all these matters were being looked into very closely, and 
judging from the memorials which had been received by the Poor Law 
Board, and the petitions which had been presented to that House, he 
could not believe that the same influence and interest which had 
hitherto prevented a change would prevail in the future. Whatever 
was practical in that matter he should be ready to recommend to the 
House, but it was no use introducing Bills when there was no chance of 
carrying them. He did not, however, believe that it was impossible to 
levy rates, either upon mines or woods. " 

Several attempts were subsequently made to render 
metallic mines ratable as well as coal mines, Bills for that 
purpose being introduced in successive sessions of Parlia- 
ment, though without success. 

During the Session of Parliament in 1873, however, Mr. 
Stansfeld, then President of the Local Government Board, 
introduced into the House of Commons a Bill " to amend 
the Law respecting the liability and valuation of property 
for the purposes of Rates and Taxes." 

This Bill dealt with various classes of property which were 
exempt from the assessment to the Poor and other Rates, 
and provided for the removal of that exemption. The 
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classes of property thus dealt with were mines, woods, 
rights of sporting, lands and buildings occupied by scientific 
or literary societies, borough property under 4 & 5 Wm. iv. 
c 48, property occupied by any local authority for any 
purpose of government or otherwise, and property occupied 
by the Government. It was also framed to render perpetual 
the exemption of stock-in-trade from rating. 

The Bill, after being very fully discussed and considerably 
altered, was finally passed by the House of Commons ; but 
when brought up to the House of Lords (21st July, 1873) 
it was rejected. 

A change of Ministry having occurred, and a new Parlia- 
ment having assembled early in the year 1874, a Bill "to 
amend the Law respecting the liability and valuation of 
certain property for the purpose of Rates," was brought into 
the House of Commons on nth May, 1874, by Mr. 
Sclater-Booth, then President of the Local Government 
Board; and having passed through both Houses of 
Parliament, received the Royal Assent on the 7th 
August, 1874. 

The Act thus passed (termed "The Rating Act, 1874") 
is confined to three classes of property — woods, rights of 
sporting, and mines ; and does not extend to the other 
properties which were dealt with in Mr. Stansfeld's Bill of 
the preceding year. 

Woods. 

In introducing the Bill, Mr. Sclater-Booth said : — 

** According to the Statute of Elizabeth, salable underwoods were now 
•subject to rating. It was proposed by the present Bill to repeal that 
liability under the Statute of Elizabeth, and to enact, not only that 
salable underwoods, but that all land occupied by plantations and woods 
of various descriptions should be subject to rates. In the existing state 
of the law, the fact that underwood was rated was supposed to imply 
that woods of other descriptions were not to be rated. It might be 

D 2 



36 INTRODUCTION. 

Suestioned whether it was more expedient to lay down in the Bill 
etailed provisions under which the rating of woodlands should be 
effected, or whether it would be better to leave the matter in the hands 
of the Assessment Committees throughout the country, which had 
shown themselves capable of dealing with difficult and complicated 
questions of rating. He did not say that no objection had been raised 
to the action of those Committees, but they had acquired considerable 
experience and authority in the discharge of their functions. The right 
hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Stansfeld), therefore, in introducing his 
Bill last year, thought it enough simply to provide for the rating of 
these properties ; but the House took a different view, and, after much 
iiiscussion, provisions were adopted with regard to the mode in which 
they should be rated. The provisions of the present measure were 
substantially the same as those inserted by the House itself last year, 
but somewhat improved, he hoped, in their form. It was proposed 
that if land was used only for plantations or woods, the value should be 
estimated as if it were let and occupied in its natural and unimproved 
state. There was a provision that underwoods should be rated as they 
were under the Statute of Elizabeth. " 

Mr. C. S. Read (the Parliamentary Secretary of the Local 
Government Board) observed : — 

** It had been said, in the course of the present discussion, that it would 
be impossible to value trees growing in a wood. That was quite true ;. 
and all that it was proposed to do was to find out what it would be 
reasonably worth while to let them for, from year to year. It had, 
moreover, been said that it would be unjust to rate wood lands as one 
would rate land at the exterior of a wood, the value of which was greatly 
enhanced by reason of the houses, roads, &c. , that were in the neigh- 
bout hood. An endeavour was made to avoid this error by using the 
words * natural and unimproved value, * which occurred in the Scotch Act. " 

Assuming that woods were purposely omitted from rating 
under the Statute of Elizabeth, it is not easy to ascertain 
what may have been the reason of the omission. 

That Act (43 Eliz., c. 2) was passed in 1601 ; and although 
the stages of its progress are recorded in the Journals of 
Parliament, the debates are not recorded, and it is therefore, 
perhaps, impracticable now to ascertain the grounds on 
which " salable underwoods," and no other woods (as well 
as " coal mines," and no other mines), were mentioned in it 
In the published Journals of the House of Commons^ 
printed by order of the House in 1803, there is no entry 
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relating to the Parliaments held during the later years of 
Elizabeth's reign, and that work therefore affords no inform- 
ation as to the proceedings of the Parliament held in 1601. 
From the Journal of the House of Lords, however, it 
appears that the Act passed very rapidly through that House, 
and apparently without much, if any, discussion. It was 
introduced from the House of Commons on the i6th and 
passed on the 17 th December. At that time there were 
•early morning sittings; and also afternoon sittings at 
2 o'clock P.M. The entries in the Journal are as follows : — 

**A.D. 1601. — Wednesday, 16 December — ante meridiem. 
** Hodie allatae sunt a Domo Communi. 

* * * * 

**6*— An Act for the Relief of the Poor. 

* • * • 

''Dominus Gustos Magni Sigilli continuavit praesens Parliamentum 
usque ad horam secundam post meridiem instantis diei. 

** 16 December — post meridiem. 
" Hodie prima vice lecta est Billa, an Act for the Relief of the Poor. 

"Thursday, 17 December — ante meridiem. 

" Hodie secunda vice lecta est Billa, an Act for the Relief of the 
Poor. 

*' Dominus Gustos Magni Sigilli continuavit praesens Parliamentum 
usque ad horam secundam post meridiem instantis diei. 

"17 December — post meridiem. 
** Hodie tertia vice lecta est Billa, an Act for the Relief of the Poor." 

It thus appears that the Bill was brought from the 
Commons in the morning sitting on the i6th December, 
and read the first time in the afternoon sitting on the same 
day ; and that it was read the second time in the morning 
sitting, and the third time in the afternoon sitting, on the 
17th December. It seems to have received the Royal 



38 INTRODUCTION. 

Assent on Saturday, the 19th December, on which day the 
Parliament was dissolved. 

This was, in fact, a very short Parliament, its duration 
being less than two months. It was opened on Tuesday, 
the 27 th October, and was closed on Saturday, the 19th 
December. The Queen was present at the opening, but 
made no speech; and the entry in the Journal is as 
follows : — 

"Anno a Christo nato 1601, Regni Serenissimae Reginae nostrae 
Elizabethae quadragesimo tertio, die Martis, 27 ** mensis Octobris : 

"This day, the Lord Keeper, by Her Majesty's commandment, 
delivered, by an oration to tne House, the causes that moved Her 
Majesty to summon and to hold this Parliament.'* 

The dissolution, at the afternoon sitting on Saturday the 
19th December, is thus recorded: — 

''Dominus Gustos Magni Sigilli, ex mandate Dominae Reginae, 
dissolvit hoc praesens Parliamentum.'* 

One reason for the great haste with which the business 
was despatched is to be found in the following entry in the 
Journal of the House, under the date of Thursday, loth 
December : — 

''Memorandum — That the Lord Keeper did signify unto their 
Lordships, that he received commandment from Her Majesty to let 
them understand Her pleasure to be, that the Parliament shall end upon 
Thursday, the 17th, or Friday, the i8th, of this instant, at the farthest; 
to the end their Lordships may repair home into their countries against 
Christmas ; and therefore she requireth them to employ and spend that 
time which remaineth in matters concerning the Publick, and not in 
private causes." 

It has been supposed that the exemption might have been 
granted for the distinct purpose of encouraging the growth 
of timber. This is merely a conjecture, though a plausible 
one ; but it has been thought to derive some support from 
the "Act for the Preservation of Woods" (35 Hen. viiL 
c. 17), which was passed in 1544, in consequence of the 



INTRODUCTION. 39 

great decay of timber and woods universally in England, 
threatening scarcity and lack as well of timber for building 
houses and ships as of fuel and firewood.^ This Act was 
amended by the 13 Elizabeth, c. 25, passed in 1570; and 
there is no doubt that at that period great alarm was felt 
with respect to the destruction of woods, as is further shown 
by the following Act of the Scottish Parliament, passed in 
1609, in which, moreover, a very different view from that 
now entertained is taken of the value of iron : — 

' '* Forasmuch as it has pleased God to discover certain veins of rich 
metal within this kingdom, as also certain woods in the Highlands, 
which woods by reason of the savageness of the inhabitants thereabout 
were either unknown or at the least unprofitable and unused : And now 
the Estates presently convened being informed that some persons upon 
advantage of the present general obedience in those parts would erect 
iron mills in the same parts, to the utter wasting and consuming of the 
said woods, which might be reserved for many better uses, and upon 
more choice and profitable metals, for the honour, benefit, and estima- 
tion of the kingdom, — 

''Therefore the Estates presently convened statute and ordain, and 
therewith command, charge, and inhibit all and sundry His Majesty's 
lieges and subjects, That none of them presume nor take upon hand to 
work or make any iron with wood or timber, under the pain of confis- 
cation of the whole iron that shall be made yfith. the said timber, to His 
Majesty's use ; And ordain publication to be made hereof by open pro- 
clamation at ail places neednil, wherethrough none pretend ignorance of 
the same." 

It is clear, however, that the Acts of Henry the Eighth 
and Elizabeth, above referred to, showed as much care for 
underwood as for timber, the scarcity of fuel being dreaded 
quite as much as the lack of building materials ; and those 
Acts, therefore, can hardly be regarded as proving that the 
43 Eliz. c. 2, passed in 1601, while it made underwoods 



^ This Act states in the preamble that there was "great and manifest 
likelyhood of scarcity and lacke, as well of tymber for buyldinge, making, 
repayring, and mainteyning of houses and shippes, as also for fewell and 
fyre wockI for the necessarie relief of thole comynaltie of this Realme." 

' The oTthogr&phy is here modernised. 
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ratable, was intended to leave timber trees exempt A 
different explanation is suggested in the following passage 
in the "Report on Local Taxation," made to the Home 
Secretary by the Poor Law Commissioners in 1843 (8vo. 
edition, p. 33) : — " Salable underwoods were made liable to 
the tax, and other woods and timber exempted, probably in 
accordance with the rest of the policy of the Act of Eliza- 
beth, which appears to have intended in all cases to charge 
the occupiers of property, and to exempt the interests of 
the owners. Salable underwoods were almost invariably 
farmed out, while wood and timber was reserved by the 
landowner. It seems to have been thought that the tax 
could be laid on the occupier without affecting the owner. 
Although this conclusion is not consistent with the more 
accurate views of modern times in relation to rent and tax- 
ation, a great variety of passages in the Reports show that 
such a belief did prevail extensively, and for a long pefiod 
subsequent to the passing of the Statute of Elizabeth." 
This explanation is also quite conjectural ; and there is a 
third view which appears to be more probable than either 
of the foregoing. If tall wood was really intended to be 
exempted, whilst underwood was made liable, the distinc- 
tion is perhaps most likely to have been based on the con- 
sideration that underwoods realize a rapid and periodical 
profit, whilst timber trees are slow in growth, and can only 
be made to yield a profit after long intervals of time. This 
consideration is still applicable, and undoubtedly raises a 
difficulty in the actual assessment of woods. 

That difficulty is met in the Act of 1874, by the provision 
which it contains as to assessing the land according to its 
value "in its natural and uiumproved state," instead of 
assessing the woods themselves. 
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Rights of Sporting. 
In introducing the Bill, Mr. Sclater-Booth said : — 

"The second object of the Bill was to render the right of sporting, 
ivhen separated from the land, ratable. This was a vexed Question, 
and probably many honourable members would be of opinion that 
such rights were of too vague a character for their ratable value to be 
ascertained, but in his opinion that value could be easily ascertained by 
the Assessment Committee ; and although it involved but a small amount 
of money, the question was one on which it was far too late to go back, 
■after all that had been said on both sides of the House with regard to it. 
The sub-section of this clause provided for the exceptionally rare case 
where the owners possessed the right of free warren.' 

In 1868, a Bill was brought into the House of Commohs 
by Mr. C. S. Read, " to assess Woods and Game to Local 
Rates;" and the provision which it proposed to make as to 
the mode of rating was as follows : — 

'* For the purpose of assessing land let for agricultural purposes, the 
gross estimated rental shall be the full rent at which the land, irrespec- 
tive of any reservation for game or timber, might reasonably be expected 
to let Jrom year to year, free of all usual tenant's rates and taxes, and 
tithe commutation rentcharge, if any ; and when such land is occupied 
by the owner, the gross estimated rental shall be so assessed without 
any deduction whatever for any game or timber which may tend to 
depreciate the agricultural value of the land." 

That Bill did not pass ; and the provisions made in the 
present Act are somewhat different. 

In the present state of the law, as interpreted by the 
Court of Queen's Bench, whenever the occupation of the 
land is enhanced in value by the right to take the game, 
the assessment is required to be based upon such enhanced 
value. In such a case, the occupier (whether owner or 
tenant) is ratable in respect of the value of his occupation, 
regarded as a whole. This was so decided in Reg. v. 
Williams (23 L. T. 76; 5 Jur. n.s. 821). In that case the 
tenant took the farm at an annual rent, without the privilege 
of taking the game and rabbits ; and afterwards he agreed 
to pay an additional rent for that privilege. The Court held 
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that the tenant was ratable in respect of the value of this 
privilege as well as the value of the farm, on the ground 
that if he had originally rented both, he would have been 
liable to be so rated ; and the fact that he had acquired one 
subsequently to the other made, in the opinion of the Court,, 
no difference. This case was the case of a tenant ; but it 
seems clear that the decision applies equally, in principle, to 
an owner who occupies his own estate, such owner being 
ratable for the full value of his occupation, precisely like a 
tenant 

The same principle will apply also where the' land which 
is rented or occupied has little or no value except for spirt- 
ing purposes, that is to say, for the purposes of preserving, 
taking, killing, and selling the game. It is not necessary 
that this privilege should be attached to a farm or to land 
otherwise valuable ; if the land is occupied for the sake of 
the game, its ratable value must be determined accordingly, 
and it will not be exempt from assessment on the ground of 
its not being occupied for other purposes. Thus, a moor 
which may be occupied by the owner, or let to a tenant for 
the sake of the game, will be ratable, as land so occupied, 
in respect of the value of such occupation. In such a case 
the right of sporting would not be severed from the occupa- 
tion of the land, but enjoyed in connection with it. 

Where the land is let to a tenant, the owner reserving to 
himself the right of taking the game, the tenant is ratable 
to the extent of the value of his own occupation only, ac- 
cording to the decision of the Court of Queen's Bench in 
Reg. V. Thurlstone (5 Jur. n.s. 820; 32 L. T. 275; i £. & £. 
502 ; 28 L. J. n.s. M. C. 106). In that case the tenant of 
pasture land, on which the owner reserved his right to the 
game, was assessed for the entire value, including the right 
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to the game ; and the Court held this to be wrong, as the 
tenant was only ratable in respect of his occupation of the 
land for pasture, and was not ratable in respect of the right 
to the game, which he did not in fact possess. Wightman, J., 
observed: — "The Statute i & 2 Wm. iv. c. 32 recognizes 
such a reservation ; and the tenant has the land much less 
valuable without the right than it would be with it The 
effect of the reservation, with the Statute, is to separate the 
two tenements. All that the tenant has is the occupation of 
the land, irrespective of the right to shoot." 

The two decisions in Reg. v, Williams and Reg. v, Thurl- 
stone are consistent with and complementary to one another. 
In both cases it was held that the occupier was ratable for 
that which he occupied, and for that only. In the first, the 
occupier who possessed the right of shooting was held rata- 
ble accordingly ; in the second, the occupier who did not 
possess that right was held to be ratable only for what was 
demised to him, and not to be ratable for that which he did 
not possess. 

In the later case of Reg. v. The Battle Union (36 L. J. 
as. M. C. I ; 15 L. T. n.s. 180; 12 Jur. as. 996 ; L. R. 2 
Q. B. 8), where the owner of land occupied it himself, and 
leased to another the right to take the game, it was held 
that the rent received by him for the exercise of that right 
ought not to be deducted in estimating the ratable value of 
the land in his occupatioa Here there was no severance 
of the interests ; for the owner, though he let the shooting, 
received the rent for it, while he was himself occupying the 
land. 

Where, however, under an Inclosure Act, the right of 
shooting had been completely severed from the ownership 
of the land, so as to become simply an incorporeal heredita- 
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ment, it was held that no one was liable to be rated for it : 
Hilton and Walkerfield v, Bowes (35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 137 ; 
14 L. T. n.s. 512 ; L. R. I. Q. B. 359). The general result 
of these decisions was, that sporting rights, when held in 
conjunction with the occupation of the land, were ratable, 
the value of the rights being included in the ratable value of 
the land ; but that when " severed," or held apart or sepa- 
rately from the occupation of the land, they were not ratable. 
On the former point the law remains unaltered ; but the 
present Act deals with the latter point, and makes the sport- 
ing rights liable to be rated, when severed from the occupa- 
tion of the land. In doing this, the Legislature has resorted 
to the exceptional proceeding of rating an incorporeal here- 
•ditament by itself. 

Mines. 

On the introduction of the Bill, Mr. Sclater-Booth 
remarked : — 

" He then came to by far the most important subject dealt with by 
the measure — that of the rating of mines. Hon. members were aware 
that, coal mines alone being referred to in the Statute of Elizabeth, it 
had been held that all other mines were exempt from rates ; but it 
had also been decided that where dues and royalties were reserved in 
kind, they were subject to rates. The clause at the end of the Bill left 
the dues and royalties liable to be rated as at present ; their ratable 
value being assessed by the Assessment Committee. . . . Since 1857 
as many as four Bills had been introduced into the House with regard 
to the rating of mines, and if they were rendered liable to assessment on 
a fair basis, it would be a substantial boon to many parishes in which 
the most valuable description of property had hitherto been exempted 
from rates. Under the provisions of the measure all metallic mines, 
•or mines other than coal mines, were made subject to rates ; but by 
clauses 7 and 8 it was provided that tin and copper mines should be 
4issessed according to a special mode. [Lead mines were added during 
the passage of the Bill.] As a general rule, metallic mines were to be 
•assessed by the Assessment Committee, and he had received an assurance 
from many hon. members who were interested in this class of property, 
that this would be a satisfactonr mode of settling the question. He 
had been informed that the difficulties which formerly prevailed with 
respect to the rating of coal mines had been satisfactorily overcome ; 
and therefore there could be no doubt that the local value of metallic 
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mines could be ascertained with equal ease. There was a provision in 
the Bill, that where mines were held upon leases the owners should 
repay the occupiers the sums they paid for rates until the expiration of 
the leases." 

• 

On moving the second reading of the Bill in the House of 
Lords, the Duke of Richmond said : — 

** The rating of mines was a question which had occupied the attention 
of both Houses of Parliament. So far back as 1850, a Select Committee 
of their Lordships* Hou^e made a report in which this opinion was 
expressed : * That it is expedient that all mines should be assessed as 
coal mines are now assessed, inasmuch as the exemption from rates of 
mineral mines is founded on no sound principle, and depends upon the 
form of the agreement made between landlord and tenant.* And in 
1856-57 a Select Committee of the House of Commons reported, * That 
the liability of mines to be rated was full of anomalies. That there was 
no valid ground for the distinction now existing. That as loni^^ as coal 
mines and quarries were rated, there was no reason why all other mines 
should not be put on the same footing.* The exemption of mining 
properties had given rise from time to time to strong expressions of 
dissatisfaction in different parts of the country. In some agricultural 
districts the use made of the roads for traffic to and from mine> had 
considerably increased the charges on the rates, to which those mines 
contributed nothing. In Ireland and Scotland mining property was 
rated. Again, though royalties if paid in kind were ratable, where 
they were taken in money they were not ratable ; so that now it was 
perfectly competent for the owner of royalties to obtain an exemption. 
He had only to take his royalties in money instead of in kind. Thi& 
Bill would extend rating to mines other than coal mines." 

It is somewhat remarkable that the question as to the 
ratability of mines other than coal mines under the Act of 
Elizabeth, which was passed in 1601, was not raised before 
the Courts until 1762 — />., 161 years after the passing of 
the Act; and at that time the Court of Queen's Bench 
appears to have had no more information as to the inten- 
tions of the Legislature upon the subject than we have now. 
It has been already remarked that the debates on the Bill 
are not recorded {ante, p. 36) ; and in the first case in which 
the question was raised, the Court was obliged to form the 
best opinion it could, from the language of the Act and 
other circumstances. In that case it was contended by 
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counsel (Lead Company v. Richardson, 3 Burr. 1341) that 
lead mmes were equally within the reason and meaning of 
the 43 Eliz. c 2, as coal mines ; and that coal mines were 
named in the Act by way of instance or example, other 
mines being intended to be included, as ''when executors 
only are specified in an Act of Parliament, it shall never- 
theless include administrators ; and where the warden of the 
Fleet only is particularly named, yet it shall be extended to 
all jailers." The case was adjourned, in order that inquiry 
might be made into the actual practice; and certificates 
were obtained, which "tended in general to show that it 
was not the usage to tax lead mines," a statement which 
seems to imply that they were sometimes rated. The lead 
mines were finally held to be exempt on the ground that 
" in the 43 Eliz. coal mines are put as an exception, and 
not as an example." In the subsequent case of the Baptist 
Mill Company (i M. & S. 612), however, Lord Ellenborough, 
after pointing out that the reservation of a royalty in kind 
was to be regarded as an occupation of the land, observed : 
" We might otherwise have been pressed with the question, 
whether the naming coal mines in the statute was, according 
to the rule, expressio unius^ exclusio alterius, to all intents an 
exclusion of other mines, or was only put for example, as the 
naming a class in the statute of drcumspecte agatis (2 Inst. 
487); for certainly the judges who have held it to amount 
to the exclusion of other mines have generally coupled it 
with this reason, that other mines are subject to risk." In 
1842, again. Chief Justice Tindal, in delivering the judg- 
ment of the Court of Exchequer Chamber, in error from 
the Queen's Bench, in Crease v. Sawle (2 Q. B. ^62)^ placed 
the judgment on the ground that the Court deemed it best 
to abide by the previous decisions, intimating, however, that 
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they might otherwise have been disposed to put a different 
construction upon the language of the Act, which would 
seeni to have been framed with a view to render ratable all 
occupiers of every description of real estate ; and it might 
be very questionable whether occupiers of mines of any 
■description were exempt. 

The question was again raised before the Courts in the 

case of Crawshay v. Morgan and others (L. R. 4 Q. B. 581), 

in which an action was brought against the defendants, the 

overseers of East Dean, for taking the plaintiff's goods in 

distress for a poor rate assessed upon him in respect of 

certain iron mines in the Forest of Dean, the question thus 

raised being, whether such mines were ratable under 43 Eliz. 

c 2. Judgment for the plaintiff was taiken pro formd in the 

Queen's Bench ; and on error, in the Exchequer Chamber, 

it was held that an occupier of an iron mine is not ratable, 

coal mines alone being mentioned in the statute. The 

Court pointed out that the judgment of the House of Lords 

in Jones v, Mersey Docks was only a decision as to the 

nature of the occupation required to render the occupier 

ratable, and not as to the subject-matters liable to be rated ; 

and they "thought it wiser" (in the language of Tindal, C.J., 

in Crease v, Sawle) "to abide by the construction which 

numerous decisions have given to the words of the 

statute, and which has been for a long time acted upon." 

This decision of the Court of Exchequer Chamber was 

affirmed, upon appeal, by the House of Lords (24 L. T. 

n.s. 889; 43 L. J. n.s. M.C. 202; L. R. 5 Eng. and Ir. 

App. 304). 

The properties affected by the Act of 1874 were omitted 
from thiB Statute of Elizabeth, which was passed in 1601 ; 
and it is an obvious remark that it has taken 273 years to get 
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the omissions supplied. The Act of 1601 was as carefully 
drawn as it was sagaciously conceived ; it passed through 
the hands of the greatest statesmen of the reign of Elizabeth^ 
being brought up to the House of Lords by Cecil and 
Raleigh; and it can scarcely be supposed that these 
omissions were made without full deliberation, or without 
cogent reasons. It is clearly fair and equitable that these 
properties should be rated; but there can be little doubt 
that the inherent difficulty of rating thera on fair and 
equitable principles must have largely contributed to their 
original exclusion from the statute, as well as to the sub- 
sequent postponement of their assessment for nearly three 
centuries. The present Act treats them in an exceptional 
manner. The mode of valuing the wood lands is excep- 
tional ; the mode of valuing the tin, lead and copper 
mines is exceptional ; and the rating of incorpor^ 
rights of sporting is equally exceptional. This exceptional 
treatment has been suggested by the difficulties arising 
out of the nature of the properties themselves ; and the 
Assessment Committees, in valuing these properties, will 
doubtless find ' their labours greatly facilitated by the 
special provisions, as to the mode of rating, which the Act 
of 1874 contains. 

That Act having now (1880) been in force for some years,, 
it is a matter of some interest to ascertain the results of its 
operation. 

In the last edition of the present work, the following ob- 
servations were made with respect to the probable extent of 
the wood lands that might be brought into assessment : — 

" It is difficult to estimate the value of the wood lands of 
England, owing to the want of trustworthy data, or to con- 
jecture what would be their ratable value if brought into 
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assessment In McCuUoch's 'Descriptive and Statistical 
Account of the British Empire' (4th edition, 1854), the 
yearly product of the woods in England is estimated at 
'from ;;^i,5oo,ooo to ;;^2,ooo,ooo ;' and in another part of 
the same work it is set down at the medium between these 
limits — wiz.y ;^i,7 50,000. It is believed, on other grounds, 
that the proportion of acreage under woods and plantations 
may be reckoned at about five per cent, or one-twentieth of 
the entire acreage of the coimtry ; and if so, that its ratable 
value might be about ;^2,ooo,ooo. Some portion of this 
property is already rated under the description of 'salable 
underwood ;' and the available statistics are not of such a 
character as to render the conclusion one which can be 
accepted without considerable hesitation and reservation, 
independently of the difficulty of determining the principle 
of assessment" 

Since this was written (in 1870), more accurate statistics 
have been obtained. The agricultural statistics collected 
by the Board of Trade, which were commenced in 1866, 
did not at first include any account of wood lands ; but in 
187 1, returns were obtained which showed that in England 
1,314,316 acres, and in Wales 126,625 acres, were occupied 
with woods, coppices, and plantations ("Agricultural Re- 
turns of Great Britain, 187 1 : Presented to both Houses 
of Parliament by command of Her Majesty," p. 7). The 
Report for the next year stated : — " As regards woods and 
plantations, for which a return was first obtained in 187 1, 
the collecting officers were instructed in 1872 to examine 
the first returns with the view of testing their general accu- 
racy, and in consequence of this examination the acreage of 
wood land was slightly increased for England, for which it 
now stands at 1,325,765 acres, and at 126,823 for Wales" 

£ 



so 
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(see "Agricultural Returns, 1872," p. 11). In the following 
year it was stated that 'Hhe land underwoods and plantations 
is not considered to vary sufficiently to require a new return 
to be taken annually" (see "Agricultural Returns, 1873/' 
p. 8). The detailed return for the several counties in Eng- 
land and Wales is as follows {ibid,^ pp. 54, 53) : — 



ACREAGE FOR ENGLAND. 



Bedford 


... 10,394 


Monmouth 


• a • 


... 28,584 


Berks 


.. 30,780 


Norfolk... 


• • • 


... 44,251 


Hockinghaxn ... 


... 24,486 


Northampton 


• • • 


... 24,142 


Cambridge 


••• 5,035 


Northumberland 


... 31,221 


Chester 


.. 11,921 


Nottingham 


• • • 


... 23,640 


Cornwall 


.. 26,374 


Oxford ... 


• •• 


... 15,563 


Cumberland 


... 24,380 


Rutland... 


• • • 


... 3,094 


Derby 


• 23,406 


Salop ... 


• 9 • 


... 39,699 


Devon 


... 66,191 


Somerset 


• • • 


... 39,658 


Dorset 


... 29,388 


Stafford ... 


• • • 


.. 33,101 


Durham.. 


.. 21,904 


Suffolk ... 


• • • 


... 32,562 


Essex 


.. 29,061 


Surrey ... 


• • • 


... 48,094 


Gloucester 


•• 41,295 


Sussex ... 


• • • 


... 101,331 


Hants 


... 87,229 


Warwick 


• • • 


... 18,529 


Hereford 


... 34,885 


Westmoreland 


• • • 


- 15,845 


Hertford 


.. 20,714 


Wilts ... 


• • • 


... 40,419 


Huntingdon 


.. 2,582 


Worcester 


• a • 


... 16,904 


Kent 


.. 78,164 


York, E. R. 


• • • 


... 11,357 


Lancaster 


• 34,516 


„ N. R. 


• • • 


... 46,020 


Leicester 


... 9,688 


„ W. R. 


• • • 


... 60,740 


Lincoln 


• 35,444 








Middlesex 


3,174 

ACREAGE F 


Total 

OR WALES. 


• •a 


1,325,765 


Anglesey 


1,198 


Glamorgan 




... 19,864 


Brecon 


9,233 


Merioneth 


■ a • 


... 10,685 


Cardigan 


.. 11,257 


Montgomery 


• • a 


... 18,873 


Carmarthen 


• 15,577 


Pembroke 


a • • 4 


.* 5,969 
8,523 


Carnarvon 


.. 6,757 


Radnor ... 


• • • 


Denbigh 


.. 13,512 








Flint 


•. 5,375 


Total 


• •• 1 


... 126,823 



In 1877 a Return was made to the House of Commons 
by the Local Government Board (Sess. Pap. 364, ordered to 
be printed, 25th July, 1877), showing with respect to the 
several hereditaments rendered ratable by the Act of 1874, 
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the description, estimated extent, gross estimated rental, 
and ratable value " of such hereditaments, this Return being 
compiled from the valuation lists in force at the commence- 
ment of the year 1877. It presents as regards Woods and 
Rights of Sporting the following results : — 

Woods. 

Estimated 

Extent in Gross Estimated Ratable 

Acres. Rental. Value. 

England 694,754 ... ;£275,n7 ... ^^262,025 

Wales 120,418 ... 32,191 ... 30,992 

Total 8x5,172 ... jCz^JySo^ — ;^293»oi7 



Rights of Sporting. 

England 12,682,370 ... ;;^455>37i — ;£443>39i 

Wales 1,754,035 — 43,481 ... 41,885 

Total... 14,436,405 ... j;^498,852 ... ;;^485,276 



The aggregate amount of ratable value brought into 
assessment for the two kinds of property in 1877 was there- 
fore as follows : — 

Woods ^1^293,017 

Rights of Sporting 485,276 

Total ;^778,293 



The extent of the wood lands brought into assessment, 
however, was in England little more than one-half of the 
acreage shown by the "Agricultural Returns " to have been 
under woods and plantations in 1872; though in Wales 
nearly the whole was rated : — 
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Returned in 1872 
Rated in 1877 


England. 

• • . ... 
... ... 


Acreage. 

... hS^Syl^S 
694,754 


Difference 


... ... 

Wales. 


631,011 


Returned in 1872 
Rated in 1877 ... 


... ... 

... * • * 

... ... 


... 126,823 
... 120,418 


Difference 


6,405 



With respect to mines, it was staled in the last edition of 
the present work, that ''from an examination of the sta- 
tistics available on the subject, it has been ascertained that 
the total value of the minerals other than coal amoimted 
in the year 1863 to nearly j;^S,65o,ooo, the royalties 
being roughly estimated at about j;^5 38,000 ;" and it was 
added that '' the royalty may be taken, to a certain extent^ 
as a guide to the ratable value ; but it must be borne in 
mind that in some cases the royalty is already assessed to 
the poor rate." From the Return above referred to, it 
appears that the ratable value of the mines assessed in 1877 
was, in England j;^s89,8o7, and in Wales ;;^64,8o4 ; making 
a total of j;^654,6ii. 

Referring to this Return, the Local Government Board 
in their Seventh Annual Report (1877-78, page cxxv.) 
remarked : — " We obtained last year a Return, which has 
been issued as a Parliamentary paper, showing for every 
parish what accession of value had been gained by the rating 
under that Act [of 1874] of mines, of woods, and of sporting 
rights. These properties have added about i '2 per cent, to 
the ratable value of the assessment lists, that is, computing. 
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the ratio on the valuation of 1875. The absolute sums are 
those shown hereunder : — 

Statement of the Valuations made under ** the Rating Act^ 

1874" (37 6^*38 Vict.c. 54): 



Properties rendered liable 
by the Act. 


Estimated 
Extent. 


Valuation. | 


Gross 

Estimated 

Rental. 


Ratable 

Value. 


Mines (other than Coal)... 

Woods 

Rights of Sporting 


Statute Acres. 

815,172 
14,436,405 


£ 
754,520 

307,308 

498,852 


I 
654,611 

293,017 

485,276 


— 


1,560,680 


1,432,904 



"The Rating Act, 1874," has been edited separately by 
the present editor*; but that edition being out of print it 
has been deemed advisable to include the Act in the present 
volume. 

Other Properties. 

Woods and mines are the only kinds of real property 
which are exempt as such from rating ; but stock in trade 
is exempted by a temporary enactment (3 & 4 Vict. c. 89), 
which has been annually renewed for many years, and in 
certain cases property which would otherwise be ratable 
becomes exempt through the nature of its occupation. By 
the decision of the House of Lords, in the Mersey Docks 
case (Jones v. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board ; Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board v. Cameron; 35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
I ; 12 L. T. n.s. 643 ; 11 Jur. n.s. 746), it has been estab- 



* << 



The Rating Act, 1874.'' Second Edition. London: Knight & Co. 1875. 
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lished that the Crown is the only occupier who is exempt 
under 43 Eliz. c. 2 from rating in respect of occupation. 
The Lord Chancellor thus stated the law: — "The only- 
occupier exempt from the operation of the Act is the king^ 
because he is not named in the statute ; and the direct and 
immediate servants of the Crown, whose occupation is the 
occupation of the Crown itself, also come within the exemp- 
tion." In particular cases, however, an exemption has been 
conferred by special statutes on account of the occupation 
of the property for certain specified purposes ; as in the case 
of turnpike roads (3 Geo. iv. c. 126, s. 57), churches and 
chapels (3 & 4 Wm. iv. c. 30) and institutions for science,, 
literature, and art (6 & 7 Vict c. 36). With respect to the 
property of municipal corporations, so much of the 4 & 5 
Vict c 48 as exempted such property in certain cases from 
poor rates, has been repealed by the 39 & 40 Vict c. 6i> 
s. 30. 

One effect of the decision of the House of Lords, in the 
Mersey Docks case, was to overrule those decisions of the 
courts below, which had practically rendered hospitals, 
schools, and other charitable institutions, exempt from the 
rate, on the supposition that there was no beneficial occu- 
pier ; and this unexpected result naturally occasioned con- 
siderable agitation amongst those who were interested in 
such institutions. In 1869 an Act was passed (32 & 33 
Vict c. 40), which provides that "every authority having 
power to impose or levy any rate upon the occupier of 
any building, or part of any building used exclusively as a 
Sunday School or Ragged School, may exempt such build- 
ing, or part of a building, from any rate ;" thus permitting, 
but not enjoining, the exemption, and leaving it to the 
discretion of the parochial authorities. A Bill was also 
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introduced into the House of Commbns ''to exempt public 
hospitals, infivnaries, and dispensaries from liability to 
rating f but it did not pass ; and Parliament has not con- 
sented, in cases of this kind, to transfer the burden of the 
tax to the rest of the parish, except so far as regards the 
permissive power granted in favour of Sunday and Ragged 
Schools. 
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25 & 26 Vict. c. 103. 

An Act to amend the Law relating to Parochial 

Assessments in England. 

"jth August, 1862. 

Whereas it is expedient that more effectual 
provision should be made for securing uniform 
and correct Valuations of Parishes in the Unions 
of England: Be it enacted by the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
•consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Interpretation. 

L The words used in this Act shall be con- 
strued in like manner as the words contained 
in the Act fourth and fifth of King William 
the Fourth, chapter seventy-six,^ and the word 



^ See also 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 12, post, — ^The interpretation clause 
is, 109) of the 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c. 76, will be found in the present volume 
{sttpost). As to the effect of interpretation clauses, see Reg, v. yusHces 
■of Cambridgeshire (7 A. & E. 491; i P. & D. 249); and Attorney 
General v. Worcester Corporation (15 L. J. R. n.s. ch. 399). In the 
former case. Lord Denman remarked, that *'an interpretation clause 
is not to be taken as substituting one set of words for another, nor as 
strictly defining what the meaning of a word must be under all circum- 
-stances. We rather think that it merely declares what persons may be 
•comprehended in that term, when the circumstances rec^uire that they 
should.'' In the latter case, with reference to the Municipal Corpora- 
tion Act, 5 & 6 Wm. iv. c. 76, Lord Cottenham, L. C, observed as 
follows : — ** Now the object of these Acts being framed with these 
interpretation clauses is, by the means and through the agency of the 
interpretation clause, to avoid the necessity of frequent repetition in 
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" Committee " shall signify the Assessment 
Committee provided for by this Act ; and this 
Act shall be termed "The Union Assessment 
Committee Act, 1862." 

Appointment of the Assessment Committee by 

Board of Guardians. 

II. The Board of Guardians of every union 
formed under the Act fourth and fifth years of 
King William the Fourth, chapter seventy-six,^ 
shall, as soon as convenient after the passing of 
this Act, and in every subsequent year, at their 
first meeting after the annual election of guar- 
dians,^ appoint from among themselves any 
number not less than six nor more than twelve, 
to be a committee, consisting partly of ex-officio 
and partly of elected guardians, to be called the 



describing all the subject-matter to which the Act was intended to 
apply. It uses, therefore, one expression, and then, by the interpreta- 
tion clause, declares that that expression shall have certain meanings 
other than the ordinary meaning of the word used ; and the way to 
apply that interpretation clause is, when you find the word used in 
other enactments, to follow the direction of the interpretation clause, 
and, according to the subject-matter, to read it as if it contained the 
other words which, by the interpretation clause, it is meant to include." 

* See also s. 45, post. The Act Hoes not in any way apply to single 
parishes under separate Boards of Guardians, to which, indeed, its main 
object — that of adjusting the parochial contributions to a common 
fund — ^has no application; but see 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 28, post, As> 
regards the metropolis, see the Valuation of Property (Metropolis) Act, 
'869, 32 & 33 Vict. c. 67 (also edited by the present Editor), which 
extends the provisions of the Union Assessment Committee Acts, with 
some, modifications, to the whole of the metropolis, so as to include 
single parishes as well as unions, with a view to adjusting the contri- 
butions of the several unions and single parishes to the common poor 
fund of the metropolis. 

^ This appears to mean the first meeting after the fifteenth day of 
April ; see 14 & 15 Vict c. 105, s. 2. If the appointment be not made 
at that meeting, the course to be adopted is provided for by s. 4, post. 
As to the continuation of the business of one committee by the next, so 
as to avoid any break in the proceedings, see the last note to s. 20, post^ 
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Assessment Committee of the union, for the 
investigation and supervision of the valuations 
to be made as hereinafter mentioned within 
such union, and for the performance of such 
said^ acts and duties as hereinafter mentioned : 
Provided always, that one-third at least of such 
committee shall consist of ex-officio guardians, 
in case there shall be an adequate number of 
such ex-qfficto guardians ; but in case an ade- 
quate number of such ex-officio guardians shall 
not^ exist, then the number so deficient shall be 
made up of elected guardians. 

Where Union has the same Bounds as Boroughy 
names of Assessment Committee to be trans- 
mitted to Town Council, who may appoint 
Additional Members, 

III. Where any union shall have the same 
bounds^ as a municipal borough, the clerk to 
the guardians of such union shall, upon the 
appointment of the Assessment Committee, if 
directed by the said guardians to do so,* trans- 

* The word " said " appears to be inserted by mistake. The word 
"other " was probably intended. 

^ This does not meet the case of ex-officio guardians who may be 
unwilling to act on the committee. 

* These words, ^^ have the same bounds as^*^ were substituted in the 
House of Lords for the expression, ^*be conterminous with" which stood 
in the Bill as sent up from the Commons. The distinction between the 
two phrases is not manifest ; since where two places are completely 
conterminous, their boundaries must necessarily be identical ; but the 
clause, perhaps, as it now stands, may exclude more distincly those 
cases in which a union and a borough are only conterminous in part. 

* These words, ** if directed by the said guardians to do so," were 
inserted in the House of Lords ; and they have the effect of rendering 
the operation of the section entirely dependent on the option of the 
guardians. If they do not direct their clerk to furnish the names of the- 
committee to the Town Council, the latter will have no power to act. 
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mit in writing the names of the persons so ap- 
pointed to the Town Council of such borough, 
and such council may thereupon, if they think 
fit,^ appoint from themselves a certain number, 
not exceeding the number appointed by the 
Board of Guardians, who shall, until they res- 
pectively cease to be members of the Town 
Council or decline to act, forthwith form part of 
the Assessment Committee for such union, and 
the said council may from time to time supply 
any vacancies in the number of persons ap- 
pointed by them. 

Provision for Neglect to Appoint, 

IV. If the Guardians shall neglect or be pre- 
vented from making such appointment at the 
meeting above specified,^ the Poor Law Board^ 
shall by their order appoint some other day on 
which the guardians shall make such appoint- 
ment. 

Provision for Vacancies. 

V. If any ex-officio or elected guardian being 
a member of the committee cease to be guar- 
dian,* or resign his seat at such committee, or 

^ Even if furnished by the guardians with the names of the committee, 
the Town Council are not obliged to proceed under this clause ; they 
may do so, or not, as they think fit. But they will have the right to 
exercise this discretion themselves ; the guardians cannot refuse to per- 
mit their co-operation when once the names have been furnished. 

* That is, "Their first meeting after the annual election of guardians" 
in any year (see s. 2, ante^ and note (^) thereon). 

' It is incumbent on that board (now the Local Government Board ; 
see 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70) to issue their order, which may be enforced by 
.mandamus, 

^ With respect to the qualifications and disqualifications for the office 
■of guardian, see Fry*s ** Handbook for the Election of Guardians of the 
Poor," second edition, ch. iv. 
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die, or become incapable of acting as such 
member,^ the Board of Guardians shall, with all 
convenient speed, appoint an ex-offixio or elected 
guardian, as the case may be,^ to supply the 
vacancy. 

Continuing Members may act during vacancies.^ 

VI. During any vacancy in any Assessment 
Committee, the other or continuing members of 
such committee may act, and shall have the 
same powers and jurisdiction as if no such 
vacancy had happened. 

Extent of Committers Authority. 

VII. The authority of the committee ap- 
pointed for any union under this Act shall 
extend over every parish comprised in such 
union.^ 

First Meeting, when to be holden. 

VIII. The committee* shall hold their first 
meeting at the board-room of the union on a 

^ See note (*) on p. 60. 

' It is important to note that the vacancy must be supplied by a 
guardian of the same class ; thus, an ex-officio guardian must be appointed 
to succeed an ex-officio guardian, and an elected guardian to succeed an 
elected guardian. If there should happen to be no ex-officio guardian in 
the union to supply a vacancy occasioned by an ex-officio guardian, such 
vacancy must apparently continue unsupplied during the remainder of 
the year; but the numbers of the committee can be readjusted at the 
next annual appointment, under the proviso to s. 2. Meanwhile, the 
power of the committee to act is sustained by s. 6. 

' See note on s. 29, post. 

* The Poor Law Board expressed their opinion that this clause only 
applies to the committee first appointed ; so that a committee appointed 
in any subsequent year need not necessarily hold its first meeting at the 
board-room of the union, or on a day to be fixed by the Board of 
Guardians. 
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day to be fixed by the Board of Guardians, and 
the subsequent meetings of the committee shall 
be holden at such times, and at such place, and 
upon such notice and requisition as they shall 
from time to time appoint -} and any guardian 
of the union may be present at any meeting of 
the committee, but shall not be entitled to take 
part in the proceedings thereof.^ 

Quorum of Meetings. 

IX. All acts, orders, matters, and things by 
this Act authorised or directed to be made or 
done by the committee may be made or done 
by the major part^ of the members of such 
committee who shall be present at a meeting, 
the whole number present together at such 
meeting not being less than three, and not less 
in any case than one-third of the whole number 
of which such committee consists ;* and when 
upon any question there shall be an- equality of 



^ It will be convenient for the committee to pass some resolution, or 
to lay down some regulations on these points. If, however, they omit 
to do so, the clerk must summon them to attend when occasion arises. 
As to the meetings for hearing the objections which may be made "at 
.any time ** to the valuation lists, see the amending Act 27 & 28 Vict. 
c. 39» s. I, and the notes thereon, post, 

^ This clause is conEned to "any guardian of the union;'* but there 
is nothing to prevent the committee from allowing other persons to be 
present, if they think fit. 

' As to the meaning of "major part," see Reg, v. Overseers of Christ 
Churchy Spitalfields, 26 L. J. R« n.s. M.C. 68; 7 £. & B. 409; and 
Reg, V. Griffiths, 17 Q. B. 164; and Ex parte Eynsham, 12 Q. B. 
398 n. ; 13 Jur. 345. But see also Oldkncw v. Wdimvright (or R, v. 
FoxcroflSt 2 Burr. 1017; i W, Bl. 229. 

* If the. committee consists of six, or seven, or eight, or nine mem- 
bers, the quorum will be three ; if ten, or eleven, or twelve members, 
the quorum will be four (see s. 2). 
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votes, the presiding chairman^ shall have a 
second or casting vote. 

Committee may employ and pay Clerk. 

X. The committee shall employ the clerk or 
assistant clerk of the Board of Guardians as 
their clerk,^ with such remuneration for his ser- 
vices as the Poor Law Board shall sanction.^ 



^ This provision in s. 9 is not the only occasion on which the chair- 
man of the committee is mentioned in the Act. By s. 1 1 he is required 
to sign the minutes. The Act does not require the committee to appoint 
a permanent chairman ; nor, on the other hand, does it prohibit or pre- 
clude them from doing so. It therefore rests with the committee to 
•determine for themselves whether they will appoint a chairman for the 
year, or for each meeting. A permanent appomtment will no doubt be 
found to be the most convenient ; and of course the power would still 
remain of appointing a chairman for the occasion, in the absence of the 
permanent chairman at any particular meeting. On this subject the 
Poor Law Board made the following observations : — "When tne com- 
mittee meet it will be most advisable that they should appoint a chair- 
man to act for the residue of the year; and in making choice they should 
•endeavour to obtain the services of a gentleman whose own engagements 
will not be likely to prevent his giving punctual and constant attention 
to his duties in the chair.'' (See the Board's Circular, 17th Oct., 1862, 
Appendix, I,, fast.) 

' Where there is only a clerk to the guardians, he will of course be 
the clerk to the committee ; but where there is an assistant clerk as well 
as a clerk to the guardians, it will rest with the committee to decide 
which of those two officers shall act as their own clerk. By the "assist- 
ant clerk" is meant not a clerk employed by the clerk to tne guardians, 
but an assistant clerk duly appointed by the Board of Guardians, with 
the consent of the Local Government Board, under Art. 153 of the 
Cjeneral Consolidated Order of July, 1847, or similar orders. A fresh 
appointment by the committee every year does not appear to be neces- 
sary; at least, where there is not an assistant clerk duly appointed. 

' See also s. 38, post As to the substitution of the Local Government 
Board, see 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70. A communication should be made to 
that Board, in order to obtain their sanction to the remuneration to be 
paid to the clerk of the committee, whether he be the clerk or the assist- 
ant clerk of the Board of Guardians. If the payment be made without 
the sanction of the Local Government Board, it will be subject to dis- 
allowance by the Auditor. It will be convenient that the proposal 
made by the Assessment Committee should be submitted to that Board 
through the Board of Guardians. If this course be not adopted, the 
Local Government Board will no doubt give the Board of Guardians, 
who will be called upon to pay the amount, the opportunity of offering 
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Proceedings to be entered in Books, and Signed r 
suck Entries Evidence. Books to be open to 
Inspection. 

XI. The committee shall cause a minute of 
their proceedings, and of the names of the 
members who attend each meeting,^ to be duly- 
made from time to time in books to be provided 
for that purpose, which shall be kept by their 



their observations on the proposal, before the payment is sanctioned. 
The Act does not contemplate an annual salary, but specific remuner- 
ation, to be settled from time to time with reference to the services 
actually rendered. For the same reason the remuneration of the clerk 
of the committee cannot be included in the salary of the clerk to the 
guardians ; the two must be kept quite distinct. 

* These expressions seem to imply that the members who attend each 
meeting should sign the Minute Book themselves, and that their names- 
should not be simply entered bv the clerk. It is right to mention, 
however, that this construction of the enactment has not been generally 
assented to; chiefly, it is believed, on account of its supposed incon- 
venience. But the contrary construction ignores altogether that part of 
the section which allows the Minute Book to be received in evidence, 
** without proof {inter alia) of the signatures of the members." Yet 
some effect must be given to these words, which do not seem to refer to 
the signature of the presiding chairman, previously alluded to ; and they 
will be satisfied by the adoption of the practice suggested, viz. that the 
members who attend each meeting should enter their own names on the 
minutes, instead of leaving the clerk to enter them. The Act expressly 
requires that the names shall be entered ; and if each member enters 
his own name, his signature (according to the subsequent clause of the 
section) will prove itself. This section is framed, to a great extent, 
upon the model of s. 55 of 10& 11 Vict. c. 16; but differs from it on 
the very point in question. That statute provides that proof shall not be 
required ** of the signature of the chairman, or of the fact of his having 
been chairman;" but in the present Act those words are omitted, and 
the words now in question, mz. "the signatures of the members," are 
substituted for them. This change of expression seems to have been 
introduced advisedly, for the purpose of providing that the names of 
the members in attendance at each meeting should be proved by the 
simple production of the Minute Book containing their own signatures. 
These signatures, however, should be entered at the commencement of 
the minutes of the day, which will be signed at the end by the pre- 
siding chairman. 
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clerk, under their superintendence,^ and every 
such entry shall be signed by the presiding 
chairman of the Assessment Committee present 
at the meeting at which the proceeding took 
place ; and such entry, purporting to be so 
signed, shall be received as evidence in all 
courts, and before all judges, justices, and 
others, without proof of such meeting having 
been duly convened or held, or of the persons 
attending such meeting having been or being 
members of the committee, or of the signatures 
of the members,^ all of which facts shall be 
presumed until the contrary be proved ; and all 
such books shall at all seasonable times be 
open to the inspection of every person rated to 
the relief of the poor in any parish or place in 
the union, without any fee being demanded for 
such inspection ; and all such persons shall be 
entitled at all seasonable times to take copies 
or extracts from the said books, without paying 
any fee for the same ; and if, on request made 
for that purpose, the clerk of the committee 
refuse to permit any such person to inspect any 
such books, or to take copies or extracts there- 

* The minutes of the committee are records of great importance, 
being receivable as evidence according to the provisions of the following 
clause in this section; and they should, therefore, be full and accurate. 
The word "kept" is anpbiguous, having in fact two different senses; 
and the enactment may mean either that the record shall be made by 
the clerk, under the superintendence of the committee, or that the book 
shall be preserved by him, under their superintendence. Perhaps it 
may be taken to mean both. The Minute Book should contain within 
itself all that is necessary to make the record complete, without references 
to entries in other books, which may not be in the custody or under the 
control of the committee. Proper means should also be taken for the 
due preservation of letters and other documents. 

' See note (^) on p. 64. 

F 
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from, as aforesaid, such clerk shall for every 
such offence be liable to a penalty^ not exceed- 
ing five pounds, upon a summary conviction for 
the same before two justices of the peace. 

Proceedings of Committees to be Reported. 

XII. The Board of Guardians shall in the 
month of April in every year report the pro- 
ceedings of their Assessment Committee to the 
Poor Law Board.^ 

Committee may require Returns from Overseers^ 
etc; and may require production of Rates, etCy 
and Examine Persons attending before them. 

XIII. The committee by their order^ may 
from time to time require the overseers, assist- 
ant overseers, constables, assessors, collectors, 
and any other persons having the custody of 
any books of assessment of any taxes or rates, 
parliamentary* or parochial, or of the valua- 
tions of any parish, or having the collection or 

^ As to the recovery and application of this penalty, see the remarks in 
note (^) to s. 40, postf which will equally apply to the penalty under s. 1 1. 

■ Now the Local Government Board ; see 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70. It 
will be observed that this report is to be made by the Board of Guar- 
dians, and not by the Assessment Committee ; though of course the 
Board of Guardians must derive their information from the Assessment 
Committee. In April, 1863, the Poor Law Board issued a circular to 
the several unions, enclosing a form in which the report could be made 
(see their 15th Annual Report, 1863, p. 21) ; and abstracts of the 
reports received for that year were laid before the House of Commons, 
and ordered to be printed, on 28th July, 1863 (Sess, Papers, 1863, No. 
540). rhe Board have since received similar reports (though in a 
somewhat different form) every year; and have duly laid the results 
before Parliament (see House of Commons Sessional Papers, in the 
successive years ; and see also Introduction, ante, p. 31). 

• See s. 41, post. 

* See Justices of Kent v. Maidstone Commissioners, 2 L. T. n.s. 353. 
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management of any such taxes or rates, to make 
returns in writing to the committee, at such 
times and places as they may appoint, of all 
such particulars as they may direct in relation to 
such taxes, rates, or valuations, or any property 
included therein, so far as relates to the union 
for which they act, and may require the persons 
having the custody of any such books as afore- 
said to make and transmit to the committee 
copies of or extracts from such books, or to per- 
mit such copies or extracts to be made by such 
persons as the committee may in that behalf 
direct ; and may from time to time require any 
persons having the custody of any such books, 
or the collection or management of any such 
taxes or rates as aforesaid, to attend before 
them at a time and place to be mentioned in 
the order in this behalf, and to produce all pa- 
rochial and public books of assessment, rates, 
rate books, valuations, apportionments,^ tithe 
and other maps,^ plans, surveys, and other 
public documents in their custody or power, 
and may examine all persons who shall attend 
before them '? Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall authorise the production 
of valuations or assessments which by any pro- 
vision of law at present are not suffered to be 
made public.^ 

^ As to the tithe maps and apportionments, see 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 71, 
s. 64, and 5 & 6 Vict. c. 54, s. 13. 

' As to the payment of compensation and expenses, see s. 37 ; and 
as to penalties, see s. 40. The payments will be chargeable to the 
common fund, under s. 38 (see HUly. Hippesley^ Appendix II., posU) 

' See, for instance, the forms of oaths relating to assessments for the 
Income Tax under Schedule D, required to be taken by commissioners, 

F 2 
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Overseers to prepare Valuation Lists. 

XIV. Subject to any order as hereinafter re- 
ferred to which may be made by the committee,^ 
the overseers 2 of each parish in the union shalU 
within three calendar months after the appoint- 



surveyors, assessors, collectors, and others, under s. 189 and Schedule 
F of the 5 & 6 Vict. c. 35. But there is nothing to preclude the com- 
mittee from exercising their powers under the above enactment with 
regard to the assessments for the Income Tax under Schedules A and B ;; 
except in the case of certain assessments under Schedule A, which are 
referred to in the subi^equent Act, 26 & 27 Vict. c. 33, s. 22, post There 
are certain incomes included in Schedule A of the Income Tax Acts,, 
which partake very much of the nature of the incomes assessed under 
Schedule D ; b'^ing derived, in fact, from works carried on in the way 
of trade or manufacture, though connected with the occupation of land.. 
It has been deemed advisable to place these assessments unHer Schedule 
A upon the same footing as those under Schedule D ; and the Assess- 
ment Committee are accordingly precluded (by 26 & 27 Vict. c. 33, s. 22) 
from requiring copies of, or extracts from, or the production of *'any 
assessment, rate, or rate book, or any document relating to the assess-^ 
ment or collection of the Income Tax upon profits of trade for or in 
respect of any quarries, mines, iron-works, gas-works, or other concerns 
in the nature of trade or manufacture, chargeable under Schedule A of 
the Income Tax Acts. " 

^ See s 16. The order for the extension of the time applies only to* 
the first valuation lists to be made under the Act. 

' It has been much doubted whether the word "overseers," as em- 
ployed in this Act, includes churchwardens. In the Schedule two forms 
are given ; and the first (the Valuation List) requires the signatures of 
the "overseers," while the second (the Declaration) requires the signa- 
tures of the churchwardens as well as the overseers. It is to be regretted 
that the Act is not more explicit on this point ; but, on the whole, the 
safest construction is, that churchwardens in parishes are understood to 
be included whenever overseers are mentioned. Churchwardens are 
ex-officio overseers of the poor in parishes, under 43 Eliz. c. 2, s. i ;. 
though not in townships, under 13 & 14 Car. ii. c. 12, s. 21. — (See 
R, V. Nantwitchy 16 East, 228; R, v. yustices of Yorkshire^ N.R^ 
6 A. & E. 863.) Moreover, churchwardens are comprehended in the 
definition of "overseers" in the interpretation clause of the 4 & 5 Wm. 
iv. c. 76 {post\ which is adopted by s. J of the present Act \ante). In 
the case of a parish, therefore, the valuation list should be signed by a 
majority of the churchwardens and overseers ; but in the case of a town- 
ship, it shoulf 1 be signed by the overseers only, or by a majority of them,, 
if there be more than two. 
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ment of such committee,^ make a list of all the 
rateable hereditaments in such parish, with the 
annual value thereof respectively in so much of 
the form shown in the schedule annexed to the 
Act sixth and seventh William the Fourth, 
chapter ninety-six, as is set out in the schedule 
to this Act ; and unless such overseers think 
that the valuation then last acted upon in as- 
sessing the rate for the relief of the poor cor- 
rectly shows the full annual rateable value of 
all such hereditaments, they shall revise such 
valuation, and such overseers shall sign every 
list so made by them as aforesaid, and such list 
shall be styled " The Valuation List."^ 

^ See Reg. v. Richmond^ Appendix II., post. With reference to 
the words "such committee," it has been doubted whether the same 
process must not be repeated every year, looking at the language of 
s. 14, and other sections of the Act. By s. 14, the overseers are required 
to make the list " within three calendar months after the appointment of 
such committee ;" and as a fresh committee is to he appointed annually, 
it may be considered that a new valuation list should be prepared by the 
overseers of each parish within three months after the appointment of 
"such" committee in each successive year ; the alterations and additions 
which may become necessary during the currency of any year being made 
by means of "supplemental" lists, under ss. 25, 26, 27. This view may 
perhaps be thought to be in accordance with the strict interpretation of 
the language of the Act, notwithstanding its g'cat inconvenience. On 
the other hand, s. 14 may be r^arded as explained and controuled by 
s. 24, so as to avoid the laborious and expensive process of an annual 
repetition of the lists ; and this is the construction which was put upon 
the Act by the Poor Law Board : see their Circular of ist March, 1864, 
Appendix I., posL Under s. 24 the approved list is to remain in 
force until a new list in substitution for it "be approved and delivered 
in like manner. " If this expression be referred to the new list which 
may be ordered by the committee at any time, under s. 26, and if the 
term "such committee," in s. 14, be understood to apply to ^^ first 
committee only, — then the Act will appear to be sufficiently satisfied, 
if the original list remains in force, as amended from time to time by 
'''supplemental" lists, until a new list be made by order of the com- 
mittee, under s. 26. It will be seen that the lists in force at any time 
are to include the alterations and additions made by the "supplemental " 
lists (s. 24). See also the last note to s. 24, post. 

* See Introduction, ante^ pp. 6—16. 
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Definition of Gross Estimated Rental. 

XV. The gross estimated rental,^ for the 
purpose of the schedule to this Act, shall be the 
rent at which the hereditament might reasonably 
be expected to let^ from year to year,^ free 
of all usual tenants' rates and taxes,* and tithe 
commutation rentcharge, if any,^ provided that 
nothing herein contained shall repeal or inter- 
fere with the provisions contained in the first 
section of the said Act (six and seven William 
the Fourth, chapter ninety-six) defining the net 
annual value of the hereditaments to be rated.* 



^ As to the meaning of ** gross estimated rental," see Introduction, 
ante^ pp. 6 — 14; and Appendix I., post. 

' See Hayward v. Overseers of Brinkworik, Appendix XL, post ; 
and Introduction, ante, pp. 1 1 — 14. See Overseers of Sunderland near 
the Sea v. Sunderland Union, and Reg. v. Wells, Appendix II., post. 

' "From year to year." See Staley v. Overseers of Castlelon, and 
Harter v. Salford, Appendix II., post. 

* See Reg. v. Hall Dare, and Reg, v. Bilston, Appendix, No. II.,. 
post. 

' As to a com rentcharge in lieu of tithes, under a Local Act, payable 
to the vicar clear of all parochial rates and taxes, see Hackett (app. ) v. 
Overseers oj Long Bennington and J. W. and C. Andrews (resps.), 
9 L. T. n.s. 769; 33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 137; 16 C. B. n.s. 38; in 
which it was held, on the one hand, that the vicar was not liable to be 
rated for the com rent, and, on the other, that the occupiers of the land 
chaiged with the com rent were not entitled to have the amount of such 
com rent deducted in estimating the net annual value of their ratable 
property under 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 15, and 6 & 7 Wra. iv. c. 96, 
s. I (Appendix 11,, post). As to the assessment of the tithe com* 
mutation rentcharge itself, see Fawcett v. Scriven with Tentergate, and 
Reg. v. Shtrfordy relating to deductions for curates' salaries (Appendix 
II., post). 

• This proviso was added in the House of Lords. It does not ap- 
pear to be in itself of much importance, a? it merely provides that the 
one definition shall not interfere with the Oiher. In fact, the two defi* 
nitions are perfectly consistent with each other, and, taken together,, 
they show that the *' Gross Estimated Rental, " according to the present 
Act, is identical with the "rent" referred to in the first part of the 
clause in the former Act, from which the authorised deductions are to 
be made, viz, repairs, insurance, and other expenses, if any, of main* 
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Committee may enlarge the time for making 
Valuation Listx^ and may give directions con- 
cerning Valtiations and Valtcation Lists, and 
may appoint persons to m^ke the same. 

XVI. The committee by their order ^ may 
from time to time enlarge the time within which 
the first valuation lists under this Act shall be 
made by the overseers of all or any of the 
parishes in the union, and for ensuring a uniform 
and correct valuation of every parish in the 
union may direct that any existing valuation of 
the rateable hereditaments in any parish be re- 
vised, in whole or in part, or a new valuation of 
such hereditaments be made by the overseers, 
or the committee may with the consent of the 
Board of Guardians of the union, after notice 
shall have been sent to every guardian thereof, 
in any case appoint some person for either of 
the purposes aforesaid, and may direct such 
person to make and sign the valuation list 
instead of the overseers, and every valuation 
list so made and signed shall be delivered by 



taining the property in a state to command the same rent. These de- 
ductions are required to be made by the express terms of 6 & 7 Wm. iv. 
c. 96, s. I ; but it will be observed that the prescribed form of the 
valuation list contains no column for the entry of their amount (see 
Schedule, post^ and the note thereon). In the Metropolis Valuation 
Act of 1869 (32 & 33 Vict. c. 67), the definition of "Gross Value" is 
as follows : — " The term * Gross Value ' [in this Act] means the annual 
rent which a tenant might reasonably be expected, taking one year with 
another, to pay for an hereditament, if the tenant undertook to pay all 
usual tenant s rates and taxes, and tithe commutation rentcharge, if any, 
and if the landlord undertook to bear the cost of the repairs and in- 
surance, and the other expenses, if any, necessary to maintain the here> 
ditament in a state to command that rent. " 
^ See s. 14, ante^ and s. 41, post. 
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such person to the overseers of the parish to 
which the same relates.^ 

Valtuttion Lists to be deposited for inspection^ and 
afterwards transmitted to the Committee. 

XVII. The valuation list for each parish, 
made and signed by the overseers,^ or delivered 
to them,^ as hereinbefore provided, shall be 
deposited by the overseers in the place in such 
parish in which rate books are deposited or 
kept,* and a copy of such valuation list shall be 
forthwith delivered to the Board of Guardians,^ 
and the overseers shall give public notice of the 
deposit of such list on the Sunday next following 
the deposit of such list, and such notice shall be 



^ As to the pa3mient of compensation and expenses in respect of any 
valuation or valuation list, see ss. 37 — 39, post^ and Reg. v. Richmond^ 
Appendix 11., post. It is to be observed, that there is a serious 
difficulty with regard to the payment of any valuer appointed by the 
committee under this section (s. 16), which provides for the case where 
no valuation list has been made by the overseers ; for the provision in 
s. 39 will obviously not apply to such a case, and there does not appear 
to be any authority in the Act for charging the expenditure to the parish. 
On the other hand, the guardians would probably hesitate in charging 
the expenditure to the common fund, under s. 38. The provisions of 
s. 16 appear, therefore, to be practically inoperative; and it will conse- 
quently be the better course to obtain a valuation list from the overseers 
(which need not, in such a case, be more than a copy of the existing 
poor rate), and then, if necessary, to procure a new valuation under 
s. 20 (see post). It may be remarked, however, that, as s. 16 refers 
exclusively to the first lists to be made under the Act, its provisions will 
very seldom be called into operation hereafter. 

' See s. 14, ante. 

' See s. 16, ante. 

^ See 17 Geo. ii. c. 38, s. 13; 58 Geo. iii. c. 69, s. 6; and 24 & 25 
Vict. c. 125. 

' It is not stated by whom this copy is to be made, nor by whom it 
is to be delivered to the Board of Guardians ; but it seems to be implied 
that these duties will be discharged by the overseers, as the list itself, at 
that time, will be in their custody. 
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:given in the same manner,^ and all persons as- 
sessed or liable to be assessed to the relief of the 
poor of such parish shall have the like right of 
inspecting, and of demanding and taking copies 
of and extracts from such list,^ as in the case of a 
poor rate allowed by the justices, and the over- 
seers shall, at the expiration of fourteen days 
from the time of the notice given of the deposit 
of such list, transmit the same to the committee, 
and any overseer or other ratepayer^ within the 
Pinion shall have the right of inspecting and 
taking copies of and extracts from any of the 
lists so transmitted.* 

Objections to Valuation List. 

XVIII, Any overseer or overseers of any 
parish in any union who shall have reason to 

^ See 17 Geo. ii. c. 3, s. i ; and i Vict. c. 45, s. 2 ; ^sABumdey v. 
Methley, 28 L. J. n.s. M. C. 152. 

' See 17 Geo. ii. c. 3, s. 2 ; and 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 5. 

' The interpretation clause of the 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c. 76, does not 
define a " ratepayer ;" but reference may be made to s. 40 of that Act. 
It is not clear, however, what is meant by the term " ratepayer " in this 
and other sections (see s. 22 and s. 31) of the present Act ; t.e. whether 
it is confined to persons who have paid all the rates due from them ; or 
whether it includes persons assessed, but in arrear with the payment of 
their rates ; or further, whether it extends to any person who may be 
liable to be rated, though not actually assessed. It may be remarked 
that in the Act for the valuation of property in the metropolis (32 & 33 
Vict. c. 67) a "ratepayer" is defined to mean, for the purposes of that 
Act, "every person who is liable to any rate or tax in respect of pro- 
perty entered in the valuation list." It may be presumed that any 
•owner wf o is entitled to appeal under s. 13 of 32 & 33 Vict. c. 41 
{post) will be also entitled to inspect the deposited list. 

* It will rest with the Assessment Committee to make proper regula- 
tions for the inspection of the valuation lists under this section, as to 
place and time and other conditions ; and they will doubtless deem 
lit advisable to give due notice on the subject, though they are not re- 
quired by the Act to do so. As to the notice to be given to railway and 
other companies, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 5, post. 
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think that such parish is aggrieved by the 
valuation list of any parish within such union^ 
or any person^ who may feel himself aggrieved 
by any valuation list on the ground of un- 
fairness or incorrectness in the valuation of any 
hereditaments included therein, or on the ground 
of the omission of any ratable hereditament 
from such list, may at any time after the deposit 
as aforesaid^ of such list, and before the ex- 
piration of twenty-eight days after the notice of 
the deposit as aforesaid,^ give to the committee^ 
and to the overseers * a notice in writing of his 
objection, specifying the grounds thereof, and 
where the ground of any objection shall be 
unfairness or incorrectness in the valuation of 
any hereditament in respect of which any person, 
other than the person objecting, is liable to be 
rated, or the omission of such hereditament, also 
give notice in writing of such objection, and of 
the ground thereof, to such other person.^ 

Committee to hold Meetings to hear Objections. 

XIX. The committee shall hold such meet- 
ings as they may think necessary for hearing 
objections to the valuation lists, and shall, 



* As to owners who have become liable for rates, see 32 & 33 Vict. 
c. 41, s. 13, post. 

' See s. 1 7, ante. 

* As to the service of notices upon the committee, see s. 42, post. 

* This notice must, apparently, be served personally upon thie over- 
seers of the parish, the valuation list of which is objected to ; as the 
Act requires that it shall be " given " to them, and does not provide 
for its being sent to them by post. 

' Apparently, the service of this notice must likewise be personal %, 
as in the case of the notice to the overseers. 
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twenty-eight days at least^ before holding every 
meeting tor hearing objections to valuation lists, 
other than meetings by adjournment, cause notice 
of such meeting to be given to the overseers of 
the several parishes to which such lists relate, 
and such overseers shall, on the Sunday next 
following the receipt of such notice, publish the 
same in the manner in which notice of a rate 
allowed by justices is by law required to be 
given,^ and the committee may at any such 
meeting hear^ and determine such objections,, 
or may from time to time adjourn any such 
meeting, and adjourn or postpone the hearing 
or further hearing and determination of any 
such objections, and may, where they think fit, 
direct notice of any such objections to be given 
by the overseers or by the persons objecting to 



* Under s. 17, the list is to be deposited for fourteen days, and under 
s. 18, notice of objection may be given within twenty-eight days after 
the notice of such deposit ; so that the twenty-eight days un<ler s. 18 
include the fourteen days under s. 17 ; but it does not appear to be 
necessary that the committee should wait until the expiration of the 
twenty-eight days under s. 18, before they give notice of a meeting for 
hearing objections under s. 19. They are not required to hold any such 
meeting at all, unless they receive notice of objection under s. 18 ; but 
if they decide upon doing so, it is only requisite that they should give- 
notice of the meeting twenty-eight days at least before the day on which 
it is appointed to be held. "Twenty-eight days at least," means 
"twenty-eight clear days." — See Reg, v. Justices of Salop .^ 7 L. J. n.s. 
M.C. 56 ; 8 A. & E. 173 ; 3 N. & P. 386. 

* See 17 Geo. ii. c. 3, s. i ; and i Vict. c. 45, s. 2. As to the sig- 
nature and publication of the notice, se Bumeley v. Methley, 28 L. J. 
n.s. M.C. 152. 

* The committee may, if they think fit, allow the objector to appear 
by his agent, attorney, or counsel ; but they are under no obligation to 
do so. It seems to be entirely within their discretion. The clause 
below, with regard to that point, is confined to the overseers, and to 
any person whose assessment is objected to. If, however, these parties 
appear by an agent, the committee will no doubt deem it right to- 
extend the same privilege to the objector, if he wishes it. 
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third parties before the further hearing thereof ; 
but the committee shall not be required to hold 
a meeting for hearing objections to the valuation 
list of any parish, unless such notice in writing 
as hereinbefore mentioned of some objection or 
objections thereto have been given to the com- 
mittee ; ^ and where a meeting is holden for 
objections to the valuation list of any parish, 
the committee shall not hear any objection to 
such valuation list unless such notice as afore- 
said of such objection have been given to the 
committee^ and to the overseers ; ^ and where 
the ground of such objection is unfairness or 
incorrectness in the valuation of any heredita- 
ment of any other person than the person ob- 
jecting, or the omission of such hereditament, 
also to such other person^ by the person object- 
ing, except where the overseers, by themselves 
or any other person on their behalf,* and in the 
'Case aforesaid such other person as aforesaid, by 
himself or any person on his behalf,* consent to 
the hearing of such objection, and in such case 
the committee may, if they see fit, hear the 
same ; and where the committee see fit to hear 
the same, they shall act in relation thereto in 
like manner as if notice of such objection had 
been duly given. 



^ See s. 18, and note (*) thereon, ante, p. 74. 
' See s. 18, and note (*) thereon, ««//, p. 74. 
' See s. 18, .and note (*) thereon, anU, p. 74* 
* See note ('), a«/^, p. 75. 
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Board may direct further Valuation^ and correct 
Valtcation Lists ^ and when corrected to approve 
the same. 

XX. The committee may, whether any objec- 
tion be or be not made to any such valuation 
list, and either before or after any meeting for 
hearing objections, make such alterations in the 
valuation of any hereditaments included in any 
valuation list,^ and insert therein any rateable 
hereditament omitted therefrom,^ and make such 
corrections in names, descriptions, and particulars 
in any valuation list, and upon such information 
as to them may seem sufficient,^ and may, with 
the consent of the guardians as aforesaid,* ap- 

^ These expressions do not empower the committee to strike out from 
the list any property which is included in it. As to the insertion of 
omitted properties, see Maiden v. The Queen, Appendix II., post, 

'After the list has been transmitted to the committee the overseers 
have no authority to alter it ; and if it requires amendment, the com- 
mittee should not return it to the overseers for alteration, but should 
correct it themselves, and return it, so corrected, to be re-deposited ia 
the parish, in accordance with s. 21. 

'See s 16. It will be observed that, under s. 16, a new valuation 
may be obtained before the list is sent to the committee : under s. 20, 
while the list is imder the consideration of the committee ; and under 
s. 26, at any time after the list has been approved by the committee.. 
But under s. 20, the person appointed can only be employed to make a 
survey and valuation, and not a valuation list : when the valuation has 
been obtained, the committee themselves are to correct the list. The 
valuer so appointed is required by the Act of 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. c. 39,. 
s. 4, posl), to make his valuation in writing, showing the particulars of 
the hereditaments and the amounts at which they are valued, and to 
sign it ; and the valuation thus made and signed is tnereupon to be open 
to inspection in like manner, and with the same incidents with respect 
to the taking of copies and extracts, as the Minute Kook of the com- 
mittee. A professional valuation of any of the ratable herelitaments in 
a parish may also be procured by the overseers under certain conditions 
(see 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 7, post) ; and new valuations (toial or partial)* 
may still be obtained under 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 3, and 11 and 12 
Vict. c. 1 10, s. 7, which are not repealed ; though they are to a great 
extent superseded by the present Acts. See the last note on s. 39, post ;. 
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point or employ a person to survey and value the 
rateable hereditaments comprised in any such 
valuation list,^ or any of them/ or omitted there- 
from,^ or may take such other means as they may 
think necessary for ascertaining the correctness 
thereof;^ and when the committee have heard 
and determined all such objections as aforesaid,^ 
and have made such alterations, insertions, and 

and as to the extension of 11 & 12 Vict. c. no, s. 7, to single parishes, 
see 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 28, post. The Act of 1862 gives no 
authority to obtain a map or plan of a parish, or any part of it ; but 
such authority is conferred by the Act of 1564. (See 27 & 28 Vict. c. 
39, s. 10, post,) If a map or plan be required, recourse may alsQ be had 
to the provisions of 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 3, which (as already stated) 
is not repealed, though to a great extent superseded. 

^ It will be observed that this enactment while it enables the com- 
mittee to obtain a valuation of all or any of the hereditaments, 
whether included in or omitted from the particular list which is under 
consideration, does not empower the committee to appoint a valuer for 
the whole union indiscriminately, or to appoint a valuer to value any 
particular class or description of property (as, for instance, railways) 
throughout the whole union ; but the appointment must be made for 
•each parish separately, and the application to the guardians for their 
consent should accordingly be made with reference to each parish 
separately. A subsequent enactment, however, provides for the 
appointment of a valuer to assist the committee geneially : see 31 & 32 
Vict. c. 122, s. 32 {post), 

' As to the payment of compensation and expenses in such cases, see 
ss. 37 and 38, post. It is not necessary that the guardians of the union 
should enter into a contract with the valuer so appointed ; but the com- 
mittee by whom he is appointed should make such allowance to him 
after the work has been done, as they are authorized to make under 
s. 37, and such allowance will then become payable by the guardians 
under s. 38, and chargeable to the common fund, or to the particular 
parish, according to the provisions of s. 38 and s. 39. By the Act of 
1864 (27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 8, post) power is given to the guardians of 
the union, under the authority of an order of the Poor I aw (now Local 
Government) Board to borrow the amount, and charge the poor rates of 
the several parishes in the union with the repayment of the loan, due 
provision being made for any case in which the parish concerned may 
be ultimately chargeable with the expense under s. 39 of the Act of 
1862. It is considered that a member of the committee ought not to be 
appointed as the valuer ; but if one of the guardians (not a member of 
the committee) be appointed, he would thereby become disqualified for 
actinr^ as a g^iiardian : see 5 & 6 Vict. c. 57, s. 14. 

• See s. 19, ante. 
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corrections in any valuation list as to them may 
seem proper, they shall approve the same under 
the hands of three members of the committee 
present at the meeting at which the same is 
approved, with the date of such approval.^ 

Valuation List, when altered, to be deposited, etc. 

XXI. Where the committee make any altera- 
tion in the valuation of any hereditaments in- 
cluded in, or insert therein any ratable heredi- 
tament omitted from, any such valuation list,^ 
they shall cause such valuation list,* with such 
alteration or insertion,* to be deposited for in- 
spection in manner hereinbefore provided * con- 
cerning the valuation list made by or delivered 
to the overseers, and shall * cause the like notice 



^ Although the committee is to be renewed annually under s. 2, it 
would seem to be competent to each new committee to take up and 
•continue the labours of their predecessors without interruption ; so that 
lists sent in or objections notified to one committee may be heard and 
<letermined, or approved, by the succeeding committee. The list, 
when altered by the committee, should be signed by three members, 
xmd duly dated, as required by the terms of s. 20, before being returned 
to the overseers for re-deposit, under s. 21 ; and when finally approved, 
should be again dated and signed by three members, as required by the 
terms of s. 21, in testimony of such final approval. As the first ap- 
proval is provisional, and the last final — this should be so expressed on 
the face of the document, when the date and signatures are attached. 

*See note (') to s. 20, ante^ p. 77. 

^ The original list, as altered, should be returned for re-deposit by the 
•overseers (see Reg. v. Ckorlton-on-Medlock^ Appendix, II., post)\ but 
if it is so much defaced by alterations as to be scarcely legible, a fair 
-copy (if the committee think it advisable) may be made to accompany it, 
but not as a substitute for it ; though it must be observed that the cost 
will be chargeable to the common fund, under ss. 37, 38, post^ as there 
is no authority for charging it to the parish. 

^ See s. 17, ante^ as to the manner ; but the period of deposit is to 
be ** not less than 7 nor more than 14 days," according to the subsequent 
clause in s. 21. Although the word ** inspection " is alone used in s. 21, 
there will doubtless be the same right of demanding and taking copies 
or extracts, as under s. 17. It will be observed that (although the 
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to be given of such deposit as is required in the 
case of a valuation list so made or delivered as 
aforesaid,^ and shall appoint a day, not less than 
seven days nor more than fourteen days ^ fron> 
the re-deposit of such valuation list, for the hear- 
ing of any objections to the valuation list as so 
altered ; and when the committee have heard 
and determined any such objections, or have 
made such further alterations, insertions, and 
corrections in such valuation list, they shall 
approve the same in manner hereinbefore pro- 
vided.2 

If on appeal a Rate is amended, the Valtcatian 

List to be altered. 

XXII. In case any ratepayer^ shall under 
the existing law appeal to the special sessions 
or quarter sessions against any rate made for 
the relief of the poor in any parish, and the 
result of such appeal shall be to amend* the 
rate appealed against, the Assessment Committee 

committee may make other corrections) the re-deposit is only required 
when they alter the valuation of any property, or insert any property in 
the list. The overseers, and not the committee, are to make the de- 
posit and to give the notice : see Reg, v. Charlton on Medlock, Ap- 
pendix II. post. See also Reg. v. Charlton Union, Appendix II. post^ 
as to the necessity for re-deposit after alteration by the committee. 

^ See s. 17, ante, and the preceding note. 

' See s. 20, and note (*) thereon, ante, p. 79. 

■ See note (') on s. 17, ante, p. 73. 

^ The enactment only provides for the case of an amendment of the 
rate ; and it does not clearly appear what is to be done when the rate is 

Juashed, which it still may be, as the power to quash is not taken away, 
f quashed for some defect of form, a new rate may be made ; but if 
quashed because the justices are dissatisfied with the valuation list, there 
may be some difficulty ; though perhaps it may be overcome by a re- 
course to the provisions of ss. 25 and 26, post. It may be observed, 
however, that though the rate may be quashed, the -approved list will 
not be thereby affected, but will remain in force notwithstanding. 
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shall alter the valuation list of the said parish 
in conformity with the decision so made.^ 

Custody, etc. of Valtcation List, after approval, 

XXI 1 1. Every valuation list,^ when approved 
by the committee, shall be delivered to the 
overseers of the parish to which the same 
relates, and shall be preserved ^ at the like 
place and in the like custody, and be subject to 
the like resort thereto,* and be delivered over 



^ Apparently this is to be done by the committee immediately after 
the determination of the appeal, whenever that may take place ; whether 
before or after the approval of the valuation list. With regard to the 
notice of the appeal to be given to the Assessment Committee, their 
right to appear as respondents, and other provisions, see the subsequent 
Act j 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, ss. I, 2, 3, post ; and as to the disqualification 
of justices, seeidid. s. 6, post. Where the committee do not appear as 
respondents, it is not apparent in what way, or by whom, the result of 
the appeal is to be notified to them. Though this may, of course, be 
very properly done by the overseers, it does not appear to be incumbent 
upon them. 

' This is now altered by the subsequent enactment, 31 & 32 Vict. 
c. 122, s. 30, post, which directs that the original list shall be retained 
by the committee, and a certified copy sent to the overseers, to be pre- 
served and dealt with by them in the same manner as the oiiginal list 
would have been under the above section of the present Act. See also 
s. 31 of the present Act, post. It was found that the originals, after being 
returned to the overseers, were frequently lost or injured or destroyed ; 
and it was considered that they would be more likely to be carefully pre- 
served in the custody of the guardians. Moreover, the original lists are 
often much disfigured and rendered dif&cult to decipher by the alterations 
made by the committee ; and a fair copy, duly certified, is therefore more 
useful to the overseers. 

' It is very important that the certified copy of the list, furnished to 
the overseers under 30 & 31 Vict. c. 122, s. 30 (see preceding note), 
should be carefully preserved ; but if lost, injured, or destroyed, another 
may be procured under 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 31, post. As to depo- 
sitories for poor rates and other parish documents, see 24 & 25 Vict. 
<:, 125, s. 2 ; and as regards their custody, and the resort to them, see 
58 Geo. iii. c. 69, s. 6, and 17 Geo. ii. c. 38, s. 13; as well as 17 
Geo. ii. c. 3, s. 2, and 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 5. 

^ As the valuation list appears to be a book kept by the parish officers, 
"concerning the rates made for the relief of the poor," it may be in- 
spected without charge by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, the 

G 
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from time to time in like manner as the books 
are wherein rates and assessments for the relief 
of the poor for the same parish are entered, 
and shall be produced by the overseers before 
the justices, upon application,^ for" the allowance 
of rates, and at the special or general or quarter 
sessions when any appeal is to be heard, and 
also at such times and places as the committee 
may from time to time direct. 

What shall be deemed Valuation Lists in Force. 

XXIV. Every valuation list approved by 
the committee, and delivered ^ to the overseers 
of the parish to which the same relates, shall, 
with and subject to the alterations and additions 
for the time being made therein or thereto by 
any supplemental ' valuation lists so approved 
and delivered, be the valuation list in force in 
such parish, except in the case of any parish, as 



surveyors, inspectors, and assessors, under 43 Geo. iii. c. 161, s. 16, 
and also by the several commissioners, inspectors, surveyors, and as- 
sessors acting under the Income Tax Acts, in pursuance of the provisions 
of 5 & 6 Vict. c. 35, s. 76. See also note (*) on s. 31, post, 
' * In the copies of the Act printed by the Queen's printer, a comma 
is inserted after the word "application ;" but this appears to be incor- 
rect. The clause is no doubt intended to render it compulsory upon 
the overseers to produce the valuation list before the justices ''upon 
application for the allowance of rates," ue, whenever the overseers apply 
to the justices for the allowance of a poor rate. It is not intended that 
the overseers should not be required to produce the list except "upon 
application ;" i.e, upon application being made to them by the justices 
for its production. What the justices are to do with it when it is pro- 
duced to them is not very clear. They are not required to examine it ; 
but perhaps they may do so, if they think fit, as a check upon the 
declaration to be signed by the overseers under s. 28, post, 

* As to the substitution of a certified copy, see 31 & 32 Vict, c, 122, 
s. 30, post ; and note (') on p. 81, ante. 

* See ss. 25, 26, 27, post. 
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is hereinafter referred to,^ in which the poor 
rate, or assessment for the poor rate, is made 
under the authority of a Local Act, until a new 
valuation list in substitution for the same be 
approved and delivered in like manner.^ 

Overseers to prepare Supplemental Valuation 
Lists in case of additions to or alterations in 
the ratable property of the parish. 

XXV. When and so often as any property 
not included in the valuation list in force in any 
parish becomes ratable,^ or where, by reason of 
any alteration in the occupation of any property 
included in such list, such property becomes 
liable to be rated in parts not mentioned in such 
list as ratable hereditaments and separately 
valued therein,* and when and so often as it shall 
appear to the overseers that any ratable * 
property included in such list has been increased 
or reduced in value since the valuation thereof, 
whether by building, destruction of building, or 
other alteration in the condition thereof or other- 
wise,^ the overseers of the parish in each of the 
cases aforesaid shall, as soon as conveniently 

^ See s. 29, and the note thereon, post, 

2 This appears to refer to the new valuation list which may be ordered 
by the committee under s. 26 ; so that, notwithstanding the language 
of s. 14, the original list, as amended from time to time by supple- 
mental lists, or under the provisions of the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 
Vict, c. 39, s. I, posty will remain in force until a new list is made by 
order of the committee. See note (^) to s. 14, ante^ p. 69, 

■ As to new houses, sit^ Maiden v. The Queen, Appendix II., /^j/; 
and see also 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 38, posU 

* See also s, 28, post, 

^^ This will apply to the case of the tithe commutation rentcharge, 
which varies in value every year, according to the com averages. 

G 2 
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may be,^ make a supplemental valuation list 
showing the annual ratable value according to- 
the judgment of the overseers of the property sa 
become ratable, or of the parts so become liable 
to be rated separately, or of the property so in- 
creased or reduced in value, as the case may be.^ 

Committee m^y from time to tim£ direct New 
Valuation and New or Supplemental Valuation 
Lists. 

XXVI. The committee by their order may 
from time to time, where they see fit, upon the 
application of any person aggrieved by the valu- 
ation list in force in any parish,* or where they 
themselves think the same expedient,* direct a 
new valuation of all or any of the ratable here- 

^ The overseers need not send in a separate supplemental list on each 
occasion of a change occurring in regard to the ratable property. They 
may allow the cases occurring since the last rate to accumulate, and 
include them in one list, provided that they send in such list to the 
committee in sufficient time to admit of its being duly approved before 
the making of the next rate. If they fail to do so, the committee may 
themselves take steps to obtain the required list, either from the over- 
seers, or from a person specially appointed to make it, under s. 26. It 
will be in the same form as the original list (see the schedule, post)^ and 
will pass through precisely the same process (see s. 27, post), 

* As to the expense that may be incurred by the overseers in making 
out this supplemental list, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, 
s. 7, post, 

* See also the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. I (post),^ to 
the amendment of an approved list, upon objections made "at any time. '^ 

* It will be observed that the supplemental lists imder s. 25 are con- 
fined to three classes of cases, in two of which, however, the lists are 
really substitutional ; but that under s. 26, the committee may order a 
supplemental list, whether additional or substitutional, or even an 
entirely new list, ** where they themselves think the same expedient." 
If the overseers think that there should be a supplemental list, although 
the case may not come within s. 25, they can bring the subject under 
the notice of the committee, who can act as they may deem right. See 
also the Circular of the Poor Law Board upon this subject, dated 1st 
March, 1864, Appendix 1.^ post. 
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ditaments in such parish, and^ a new valuation 
list in substitution for such valuation list as 
aforesaid, or^ a supplemental list in substitution 
for any part thereof or in addition thereto, to be 
made by the overseers,^ or the committee may, 
with such consent as aforesaid,^ appoint a person 
for such purposes -^ and the committee may, in 
directing such new valuation, and^ the making 
of such new or^ supplemental valuation list, give 
and make all such or the like directions and pro- 
visions in relation thereto as they are authorized 
under this Act to give and make in relation to 
the valuations and valuation lists first directed 
and authorized to be made under the Act* 

This Act as to Valtuition Lists^ first directed to 
be made to apply to New and Supplemental 
Valuation Lists. 

XXVII. All the provisions of this Act in 
relation to signature, deposit, objections, ap- 

^ The use of the copulative "and" raises a question, whether the 
•committee can order a new or supplemental list without a new valuation. 
The more obvious grammatical construction of the clause would seem 
to prevent their doing so ; but perhaps it may be read more conveniently 
as follows : — ^The committee may direct a new valuation, and (may 
direct) a new list, or a supplemental list ; so that whether the list be 
new or supplemental, there nee<l not necessarily in either case be a new 
valuation. If a new valuation be ordered, it will be made by the same 
persons (whether overseers or valuers) who are directed to make the 
list. As to a valuation made by a valuer, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 
2Z Vict. c. 39, s. 4, post ; and as to a map or plan, see ibid, s. 10, post. 

^ If a new or a supplemental list be made by order of the committee, 
under s. 26, it will come within the terms of s. 37, post; but not if it 
be made under s. 25. See also s. 39, post^ and notes thereon ; as well 
as the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 8, post, 

' ue, the consent of the Board of Guardians of the union, after notice 
has been sent to every guardian : see s. 16. See also the several notes 
to s. 20, ante. 

* See further, s. 27, infra. 
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proval, and otherwise^ concerning the valuation 
list first directed and authorized to be made 
under this Act of the ratable hereditaments in 
any parish shall be applicable to every new or 
supplemental valuation list to be made under 
this Act 2 

After a Valuation List is approvedy no rate to 
jbe allowed unless made according to suck list. 

XXVIII. In every parish where a valuation 
list under this Act has been approved and de- 
livered to the overseers, no rate for the relief of 
the poor, or other rate which by law is required 
to be based upon the poor rate,^ shall be of any 
force, unless the hereditaments included in such 
rate, except as hereinafter provided,^ be rated 
according to the annual ratable value thereof^ 



1 See also 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 5, post 

^ Some inconvenience was considered to result from the necessity of 
I>assing the supplemental list through all the same stages as the original 
list, especially from the delay thus occasioned in bringing new property 
into assessment ; but this is now provided for by 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122^ 
s. ^8, post, 

' The overseers will observe that the provisions of this section are 
not confined to the poor rate, but extend to every "other rate which 
by law is required to be based upon the poor rate." This does not 
apply to a church rate: see Barnes v. Grants 13 L. T. n.s. 686;. 
Edwards and Mann v. HattoUf ibid. 689. As to general district rates 
see North Eastern Railway Company v. Scarborough Local Board,. 
38 L. J. n.s. M. C. 65, L. R. 4, Q. B, 163. As to the county rate* 
see 29 & 30 Vict. c. 78, post. And £B to this class of rates generally 
see 39 & 40 Vict. c. 61, s. 37, and the Local Government Board's. 
General Order of 20th March, 1879. 

* i.e, in the proviso to this section. 

^ The terms of this enactment do not require that the rate shall 
follow the valuation list in all respects, but merely that the heredita- 
ments included in the rate shall be rated according to their annual 
ratable value, as appearing in the list. In other' respects (such as the- 
names of the owners or occupiers) the overseers should make the entries- 
in the rate according to the existing state of facts, if any change shall 
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appearing in the valuation list in force in such 
parish,^ and instead of the declaration required 
by the second section of the said statute of the 
sixth and seventh years of William the Fourth, 
chapter ninety-six,^ the overseers shall, before 
the rate shall be allowed by the justices, sign a 
declaration according to the form set forth in the 
schedule hereunto annexed : Provided always, 
that where by reason of any alteration in the 
occupation of any property included in such list 
such property has become liable to be rated in 
parts not mentioned in such list as ratable here- 
ditaments, and separately rated therein, such 
parts may, where a supplemental valuation list 
showing the annual ratable value of such parts 
has not been approved and delivered^as herein- 
before required, and whether such list has or has 



have taken place between the time of making the list and that of 
making the rate. If any ratable property be unoccupied at the time 
of making the list, it should nevertheless be included in the list : 
see note (^) on s. 30, post. Again, if any hereditament be included in 
the list which is not legally liable to be rated, it does not appear that 
the overseers are bound to insert such hereditament in the rate, merely 
because it is entered in the list ; although it is incumbent upon them 
to take care that every hereditament which is included in the rate is 
assessed according to the ratable value appearing in the list, except as 
to the cases of divided properties mentioned in the proviso to s. 28. 
As to the amendment of the rate consequent upon an amendment of 
the approved valuation list, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, 
s. I, post. With r^ard to the valuation and assessment of small tene- 
ments, see s. 35 and the note thereon, post, and also note (') on s. 30, 
post; and as to rating new houses or buildings, see 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, 
s, 38, post, 

^ See s. 24, and the notes thereon, ante ; also s. 43, post, As^o the 
effect of an appeal against the valuation list, see s. 32 and note (') 
thereon, p. 95, post 

' See also the General Order for Accounts, issued by the Poor Law 
Board on 14th January, 1867, with regard to the form of the poor rate 
and the declarations to be appended to it (see Fry's " Exemplification 
of the General Order for Accounts *'). 
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not been made,^ be rated according to such 
amounts as shall be fair apportioned parts of the 
annual ratable value appearing in such valuation 
list in force as aforesaid of the hereditaments 
out of which such parts have been constituted.^ 

Provision for Places under Local Acts. 

XXIX. The provisions of section twenty- 
eight shall not apply to any poor rate made by 
any vestry, trustees, guardians, commissioners, 
overseers or other persons authorized by any 
Local Act to make the rate for the relief of the 
poor in any parish or the assessment on which 
such rate is made.^ 

^ See ss. 25, 26, 27, ante. If any person rated under this proviso is 
dissatisfied with the apportionment made by the overseers, he can ap- 
peal against the rate upon that ground, either to the Special or Quarter 
Sessions. It seems doubtful how far the case will come within the 
provisions of the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. I, post^ as in 
this respect the rate in question will not be made in conformity with 
the list. 

* See also s. 43, post, 

' It will be seen that this section simply exempts the parishes under 
Local Acts from the "provisions of section twenty-eight ;" and that it 
does not exempt them m any way from the operation of the rest of the 
statute. In every such parish, therefore, the valuation lists must be 
prepared, and pass through all the prescribed stages, until finally ap- 
proved ; and when so approved, they must be adopted and acted upon 
by the guardians of the union in the same manner as the valuation lists 
of the other parishes in computing the contributions to the common 
fund, under s. 30. The 14th section, which provides for the making of 
the valuation lists, requires them to be made by " the overseers of each 
parish in the union ;" and no exception in that respect is made either 
by the 14th or any other section of the Act as regards any parishes 
whatever, whether under Local Acts or otherwise (see especially s. 7). 
Moreover, the 30th section enacts that, in computing the contributions 
of the several parishes to the common fund, the guardians of the union 
shall ''take the annual ratable value of the property in such parishes 
respectively from the valuation lists for the time being lastly approved 
of for such parishes respectively ;" and they are to do this when the 
Assessment Committee "shall have approved valuation lists for all the 
parishes comprised within such union. It is evident, therefore, that 
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In Computing Amount of Contributions to 
Common Fundy the Annual Ratable Valu^ to 
be taken from approved Valuation Lists. 

XXX. When the Assessment Committee for 
any union shall have approved valuation lists 

the Act does not contemplate any exceptions to the system of valuation 
lists ; there is nothing in its language to establish or justify any such 
^exceptions ; and the express intention of the 30th section, which pro- 
vides for the apportionment of the common fiind among all the parishes 
of each union upon one uniform basis, would obviously be defeated by 
an interpretation which would prevent the extension of that basis to the 
parishes under Local Acts. If an exception of this kind had been in- 
troduced into the Act, the result would have been that in any union 
containing a parish with a Local Act the guardians would have been 
unable to accomplish the main object of the statute — that of computing 
the contributions to the common fund upon the basis of a "correct and 
uniform valuation.*' But no such exception is, in fact, introduced. 
There is, however, an expression in s. 24 which requires notice. That 
section provides that the valuation list approved by the committee and 
-delivered to the overseers of any parish shall be *' the valuation list in 
force in such parish, except in the case of any parish, as is hereinafter 
referred to, in which the poor rate, or assessment for the poor rate, is 
made under the authority of a Local Act.-'' It will be at once perceived 
that the reference thus made ("as is hereinafter referred to ") points to 
s. 29 ; and that s. 24, therefore, prevents the valuation list from being 
"in force" in any parish which comes within the terms of s. 29. It 
has already been remarked that s. 29 is merely a proviso to s. 28 ; and 
s. 28 requires the overseers to make the poor rate in conformity with 
the valuation list " in force " in the parish. It was therefore necessary, 
in order to make s. 24 harmonise with ss. 28 and 29, and to prevent 
-any clashing between them, to provide that the valuation list approved 
by the committee and delivered to the overseers of a parish under a 
Local Act should not be "in force " in that parish for the purposes of 
s. 28. This, however, does not interfere in any way with the provu^ions 
of s. 30, the terms of which do not refer to the valuation lists "in force" 
in the several parishes, but to the "lists for the time being lastly ap- 
^proved of for such parishes respectively." The result of the various 
enactments clearly is, that the valuation lists are to be made and ap- 
proved of for all .the parishes in the union ; that, when approved, they 
are to be used by the guardians of the union, under s. 30, in computing 
the contributions to the common fund for ill the parishes without ex- 
ception ; and that they are also to be taken as the basis of the poor and 
other rates under s. 28, and for this purpose are to be "in force" (see 
s. 24) in all the parishes, except those which are under Local Acts and 
in which the local authorities competent to make the rates are left free. 
Jay s. 29, to follow the valuation lists or not, as they may think fit. It 
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for all the parishes^ comprised within such 
union, the guardians of such union, in comput- 
ing^ the amount of contribution^ to the common 
fund for the several parishes, shall thencefor- 
ward take the annual ratable value of the pro- 
perty in such parishes^ respectively from the 
valuation lists for the time being lastly approved 
of for such parishes^ respectively, any statute ta 
the contrary notwithstanding:* Provided that in 
case any parish comprised in any union shall 
receive any sum of money as a contribution in 



will be quite open to them, in making the rates, to avail themselves 
of the lists, M'hich will have been thus carefully prepared ; but whether 
they do so or not, it will be obligatory upon the guardians of the union 
to adopt the approved lists in computing the contributions to the com- 
mon fund. It must be added that the latter clause of s. 43, which 
appears to be a concise abridgment or condensed repetition of ss. 28 
and 29, contains an exception with regard to the parishes under Local 
Acts, which being substantially to the same effect as s. 29, will permit 
the local authorities to adopt the lists as their guide in making the rates, 
thot^ it does not require them to do so. 

^ That is, all the parishes in the union, without exception, whether 
under Local Acts or not. (See note on s. 29, anU.) 

' As to the mode of computation, see Introduction, antt, p. 17. It 
will be seen that under 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55, s. 9, ante, p. 2, all the 
ratable property is to be included, whether actually rated or not. Hence» 
property which is included in the valuation list, but which, being un- 
occupied when the rate is made, may not be actually rated, must be 
comprised in the computation (see I^e^, v. Hamnursmith, 33 L. T. 183) \ 
and property which is ready for occupation, but not actually let or occu- 
pied, should be entered in the valuation list, and thus included in the 
calculation (see Maiden v. The Queen, Appendix II. post). With regard 
to small tenements in cases where the owners are rated instead of the 
occupiers, see s. 35 and the note thereon, post. As to the effect of an 
app&U against a valuation list, see s. 32 and note (') thereon, p. 95, 
post. With respect to the contributions to the common fund to be made 
by parishes added to unions, before valuation lists have been approved, 
see 30 & 31 Vict. c. 106, s. 15, post. As to an order based on an invalid 
list, see Reg, v. Charlton Union, Appendix II. post, 

' As to the distribution of the charges at the close of the half-year, 
see 28 & 29 Vict, c. 79, s. 12, post, 

^ This refers to s. 10 of 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55. See Introduction^ 
atUe, p. 3. 
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aid of the poor rate of such parish, for or in 
respect of government property within such 
parish and used for public purposes, the annual 
value of such property, according to the estimate 
(if any) of such value on which the amount of 
the sum of money so received is computed, or, 
if there be no such estimate, then the annual 
value of such property, estimated in the mode 
provided by the Act sixth and seventh William 
the Fourth, chapter ninety-six, for making an 
estimate of the annual ratable value of property 
liable to be rated to rates for the relief of the 
poor, shall be included by the overseer or over- 
seers in the valuation list of such parish, and 
shall be added to the annual ratable value of 
the property in such parish in computing the 
amount of contribution to the common fund for 
the several parishes in such union.^ 



^ This proviso only applies to government property in respect of which 
(not being li^Uy ratable) a pa3nnent is made as '*a contribution in aid 
of the poor rate," out of the money annually voted by parliament for 
that purpose. The sum thus voted in 1879 was ;if 161,843, ^^ some 
cases, property occupied for public purposes or by government officers 
is actually rated ; as, for instance, land held by the Secretary of State 
for War under the Defence Act, 23 & 24 Vict. c. 112 (see s. 33) ; and 
houses occupied by officers of the crown, for which such officers are 
sometimes rated and pay the rates, though they may be repaid by the 
Treasury. In the Mersey Docks case (Appendix II., post), it was de- 
cided by the House of Lords that property occupied by the crown is not 
liable to be rated, the sovereign not being named in 43 £liz. c. 2 ; occu- 
pation by the crown being thus defined by Lord Cranworth : — " The 
crown not being named is not bound by the Act. It follows, therefore, 
that lands or houses occupied by the crown, or by servants of the crown, 
or for the purposes of the crown, are not liable to be rated. . . This- 
principle exempts from rates not only royal palaces but also the offices 
of the Secretaries of State, the Horse Guards, the Post Office, and many 
similar buildings. On the same ground, police courts, county courts, and 
even county buildings occupied as lodgings at the assizes for the judges 
have been held exempt. These decisions, however, have aU gone on the 
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Copy of Valuation Lists to be Deposited in 

Board Room. 

XXXI. The committee shall cause a copy^ of 
the valuation list for the time in force for every 
parish in the union to be made and deposited at 
the Board Room or other convenient place to be 
appointed by the Board of Guardians in the 
custody of the clerk, which copy shall be open 
at seasonable times to the inspection^ of any of 
the guardians of the union, and of any overseer 
of any parish within the union, without charge, 
and of any ratepayer^ within the union on pay- 
ment of one shilling, such fee to be carried to 
the account of the common fund.* 



ground, more or less sound, that these might all be treated as buildings 
occupied by servants of the crown and for the crown, extending in some 
instances the shield of the crown to what might fitly be descried as the 
public government of the country." See also Sheppardv, Bradford ; 
Reg, V. St, Martin^ Leicester; Reg. v. Castle View, Leicester; Justices of 
Lancashire s, Ckeetham; Reg, v. McCann (Appendix W,, post). 

^ This is altered by 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 30 (post), under which a 
certified copy of the approved list is to be sent to the overseers, while 
the original list (instead of a copy) is to be kept by the committee for 
the use of the guardians, and to be dealt with in the same manner as the 
copy would have been under the above provision (s. 31) of the present 
Act (see s. 23, ante). 

• It will be observed that the enactment only provides for "inspec- 
tion," and gives no authority to any person to demand or take, or to the 
clerk to furnish, copies or extracts. 

• See note (') on s. 17, ante, p. 73. 

• It seems that a separate fee is payable for the inspection of the list 
of each parish. Such fee, however, will not be payable by the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Revenue, surveyors, inspectors, and assessors, who will 
be entitled under 43 Geo. iii. c. 161, s. 16, to inspect these lists without 
charge, if (as appears to be the case) these lists are "books kept by any 
parish officer or officers, or other person or persons, of or concerning the 
rates made for the relief of the poor." (See also 5 & 6 Vict c, 35, s. 76 ; 
■and the note (^) on s. 23, ante). 
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Appeal against Valrmtion List 

XXXII. If the overseer or overseers of any 
parish in any union shall have reason to think 
that such parish is aggrieved by the valuation 
list of any parish within such union, whether it 
be on the ground that the ratable heredita- 
ments comprised in the valuation list of such • 
parish are valued at sums beyond the annual 
ratable value thereof, or on the ground that the 
ratable hereditaments comprised in the valua- 
tion list of some other parish in such union are 
valued at sums less than the annual ratable 
value thereof, it shall be lawful for such over- 
seer or overseers, with the consent of a vestry 
summoned for the purpose of considering the 
expediency of giving such consent, to appeal ta 
the quarter sessions for the county or borough 
in which the greatest number of parishes 
belonging to the union is situate, or, in case the 
number of parishes in any two or more such 
jurisdictions is equal, to the quarter sessions 
for the county or borough having jurisdiction 
over the parish in which the workhouse of 
the union is situate, at the sessions^ to be 



^ This appears to mean the next practicable sessions after the expira- 
tion of the month referred to, which will be a "calendar" month. (See 
13 & 14 Vict. c. 21, s. 4.) It may be well to point out that the decision 
in Reg, v. Bi^eswctde Union (Appendix II., post) refers to an appeal 
against a poor rate, and does not apply to an appeal against a valuation 
list under the present enactment. The object of that appeal is to protect 
the parish from an unfair contribution to the common fund (see Intro- 
duction, ante^ p. 19) ; and it is important, therefore, to bear in mind 
that unless it be made to the proper sessions, the opportunity will be 
lost, and the appeal cannot be made at all. In that case it may become 
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holden after the expiration of a month after the 
allowance^ of and deposit^ of such valuation 
list as aforesaid, against such valuation list of 
the parish which shall appear to be over-valued 
or under- valued ; and if in any case any such 
overseer or overseers appeal against the valua- 
tion list of any other parish on the ground that 
the ratable hereditaments in such list are valued 
at less than the annual ratable value thereof, 
such overseer or overseers shall give fourteen 
clear days notice in writing previous to the first 
day of the said quarter sessions at which the 
appeal is to be made of the intention to appeal, 
and the grounds thereof, to the overseers of the 
poor of such parish, and to the guardians of the 
union ^ comprising such parish ; and if any over- 
seer or overseers of any parish appeal against 
the valuation list of such parish on the ground 
that the ratable hereditaments in such list are 



a question for consideration, how far the parish may be able to avail 
itself of the remedies provided by 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55, s. 11, and 7 & 8 
Vict. c. loi, ss. 35, 36 (see Intrcxluction, anU, p. 19). In the following 
appeals under the above enactment (in both of which, the guardians of 
the union, and not the Assessment Committee, were the respondents), 
the questions raised have been taken into the Queen's Bench : — Overseers 
4>f Sunderland y, Sunderland Union, and Maiden v. The Queen (Appendix 
II. post). 

^ These words appear to refer to the "approval" of the list by the 
committee, under ss. 20, 21, and its "delivery" to the overseers, under 
s. 23. There is no "allowance" of the list, except its "approval" by 
the committee; and the "deposit" here mentioned cannot mean the 
deposit for inspection, provid^ for by ss. 17 and 21. 

^ This notice of appeal against the valuation list is to be given to the 
guardians of the union, and not to the Assessment Committee ; and 
apparently the guardians should be the respondents (see note (^) on p. 
93). The clerk to the guardians, therefore, and not the clerk to the 
Assessment Committee, as such, will be the ofEcer required to act in 
the matter. See Introduction, ante, p. 21 ; and see al^ 27 & 28 Vict. 
c. 39, s. 2, post, with respect to appeals against the rates. 
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valued beyond the annual ratable value thereof, 
such overseer or overseers shall give fourteen 
days notice in writing previous to the quarter 
sessions at which the appeal is to be made of the 
intention to appeal, and the grounds thereof, to 
the guardians of the union ^ in which such 
parish is situate,^ the said court shall be em- 
powered ^ to hear and determine such appeal, 
and either confirm such valuation list, or correct 
such irregularities or inaccuracies as shall be 
proved to exist therein as to them may appear 
fair and just ; but no such valuation list shall 
upon such appeal be quashed or destroyed in 
.regard to any other parish unless the court 
deem it necessary to proceed to the making 
of an entire new valuation list as hereinafter 
provided.* 

Hearing and Determining Appeals. 

XXXIII. It shall be lawful for the court of 
quarter sessions upon any such appeal, instead 
of hearing the said appeal to adjourn the same, 
and to order, upon the application of the ap- 
pellant or respondent in such appeal, a survey 

^ See note ^) p. 94. 

* The word **and*^ seems wanting here. 

* The court may either (i) confirm the list ; or (2) correct it, where 
it requires correction ; or (3) quash it altogether ; but if they quash it, 
they must substitute a new list, to be obtained under s. 33. Pending 
the appeal, it is presumed that the operation of the list which is appealed 
against will be suspended, so that it will not during that time "be in 
force " for the purpose either of making the rates, under s. 28, or of 
computing the contributions to the common fund, under s. 30. If so, 
none of the valuation lists in the union can be used for the computation 
under s. 30 {ante), whilst an appeal against any one of them is pending. 

• * See s. 33, in/ra. 
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or^ valuation of any of the parishes in respect of 
which such appeal shall be made, and to fix the 
next or some subsequent sessions for receiving 
such survey or^ valuation, and for hearing and 
determining such appeal; and such court shall 
also thereupon appoint a proper person to make 
such survey or^ valuation, and the person sa 
appointed shall have power, with or without 
assistants, to enter upon and survey, measure,, 
and value all the hereditaments liable to be 
assessed to the rates for the relief of the poor 
within the parish or parishes mentioned in such 
order, and such survey and^ valuation shall be 
reported to the quarter sessions on adjournment 
fixed as aforesaid for receiving the same, and 
the court then and there assembled shall hear 
and determine the said appeal in the manner 
hereinbefore set forth.^ 

Costs of Valuation and Appeal. 

XXXIV. The charges and expenses of any 
such survey and valuation so ordered shall be 
deemed costs in such appeal, and abide the 
event thereof, and the court before which any 
such appeal is heard and determined may order 
the costs in and about the appeal to be paid by 
either the appellant or respondent party, as they 
in their discretion may think fit ; but where any 
appeal is made on the ground that the ratable 

^ It will be observed that, in the earlier part of the section, the word 
"or" is used, but that in the last clause "and '' is substituted. Doubt* 
less the enactment should be read as referring throughout to a "sunre7 
and valuation." 

' See s. 32, supra. 
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hereditaments of any parish comprised in the 
valuation list of such parish are valued beyond 
the annual ratable value thereof, if the court 
on such appeal determine in favour of the ap- 
pellants, such court shall ascertain the costs 
and charges incurred by such appellants in and 
about such appeal, and shall order the Board of 
Guardians oif the union in which such parish is 
situate to pay the same to the appellants out of 
the money raised for the common fund for the 
several parishes in such union. 

Act not to prevent Composition for Rates. 

XXXV. Nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to prevent the owners of tenements 
from compounding for the rates to be assessed 
on the same, in such manner as they were by 
any statute or statutes enabled to do before the 
passing of this Act.^ 

^ When the present Act was passed, in 1862, there were a great 
many local Acts in force which provided for the rating of the owners 
instead of the occupiers of small tenements : and a general provision on 
the same subject was contained in 59 Geo. iii. c. 12, s. 19, which might 
be adopted by the vestry of any parish, and had in fact been adoptea in 
some few parishes, and which is still in force; and also in 13 & 14 Vict, 
c. 99 (amended by 14 & i^ Vict. c. 39), which might likewise be adopted 
by the vestry of any parish, and had in fact been adopted in a large 
number of parishes. (See Return to the House of Commons, Session 
Papers, 1859, No. 225.) The 13 & 14 Vict. c. 99, however, and aiso 
all local Acts relating to the rating of owners instead of occupiers were 
repealed ii\ 1869 by the 32 & 33 Vict. c. 41, s. 6 (Poor Rate Assessment 
and Collection Act, 1869) ; but by the 4th section of the same Act, pro- 
vision is made for rating the owners instead of the occupiers under the 
order of the vestry, and by s. 3, for the voluntary payment by the 
0¥mers of rates assessed upon the occupiers. It will be seen, on re- 
ferring to these enactments, that they do not affect the ratable value of 
the tenements in respect of which the owners are rated, but merely the 
proportionate amount of the rate which the owners may be called upon 
to pay. Accordingly, in the form of poor rate, prescribed by the Poor 

H 
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Saving of Exemptions and Special Rules of 

Rating. 

XXXVI. Nothing herein contained shall ex- 
tend or be taken to render liable to be rated 



Law Board in their general order of 14th January, 1867, and similar 
orders, the "ratable value" of every property assessed is to be entered 
in column No. 10 ; but the amount of the rate is to be entered in column 
No. II; and where the rate is payable by the owner, the amount so 
payable, calculated at the proper proportion, is to be entered in column 
No. 12. Upon the same principle the "ratable value" to be entered 
in the valuation list must, as respects every hereditament included in 
such list, be the full amount of such "ratable value," whether the owner 
or the occupier be the party liable to be rated in the rate to be subse- 
quently made. In order to ascertain, indeed, in any particular case, 
whether the owner or the occupier is the party to be rated, the full 
amount of the "ratable value" requires to be known, as the owners can 
only be rated for tenements the yearly ratable value whereof does not 
exceed a certain limit ; and it is necessary, therefore, that "the yearly 
ratable value" should be set forth in the valuation list, to enable the 
overseers to determine whether any particular tenement comes within 
the Act. Moreover, the present Act contemplates that the valuation 
list shall contain "the full annual ratable value of all such heredita- 
ments." (See s. 14, ante,) This view, however, has been objected to 
in some quarters, on account of its supposed effect upon the computation 
of the contributions to the common fund, under s. 30 {ante) ; and it is 
contended that, in such a case, the parish is unfairly called upon to 
contribute towards the common fund upon the full ratable value, whilst 
it can only levy the rate from the owners upon a proportionate amount. 
But this result, whether fair or unfair, is not the effect of s. 30 of the 
present Act, but is the direct consequence of the express enactment con- 
tained in s. 9 of 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55. (See Introduction, ante.) That 
enactment directs that the parishes shall contribute to the common 
fund of the union "in proportion to the annual ratable value" of the 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments assessable to the relief of the poor, 
" whether the lands, tenements, and hereditaments shall be actually rated 
or not, and whether the rate levied shall be collected in full or upon any 
composition." The difficulty therefore does not arise out of the Union 
Assessment Act of 1862, but out of the Union Chargeability Act of 1861. 
The 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, by substituting the valuation lists for the county 
or borough rates, virtually repeals s. 10 of the 24 & 25 Vict. c. 55 ; but 
it does not interfere in any way with s. 9. (See Introduction, ante,) 
In the year 1865 this question was submitted to the Court of Common 
Pleas ; and it was held by that court, that in the valuation list of a parish 
which had adopted the Small Tenements Rating Act, the full ratable 
value of the small tenements was to be inserted in the column for 
"ratable value," and not any reduced amount; the composition with 
the owner being an arrangement affecting the amount of the rate, and 
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any property^ or any person in respect of any 
occupation^ not now by law ratable of any 
property, or to deprive any property,^ or the 
occupier^ of any property, of the benefit of any 



not of the ratable value {Overseers of Sunderlafid v. Guardians ofSuri' 
derland Union^ 34 L. J. n.s. M. C. I2i ; 15 L. T. n.s. 239; 18 C. B. 
n.s. 531 ; and Appendix II., pos{). It does not appear that either in 
the arguments or in the judgments in this case any reference was made 
to the mode in which the poor rate was required to be made out, under 
the orders of the Poor Law Board, in parishes in which the Small Tene- 
ments Rating Act had been adopted ; although, as above pointed out, 
those orders directed the full ratable value to be entered in the rate, the 
reduced sum to be paid by the owner being entered in a separate column. 
As to the proper mode of ascertaining the ratable value of such property, 
see Dodd v. Bilsion (Appendix II., post). The valuation of the property 
for the purpose of assessment is not to be affected in any way by the 
composition that may be made for the payment of the rates. The 
ratable value, in fact, is to be precisely the same as it would be if there 
were no composition. 

^ As to the valuation list in force, and the property to be included in 
it, see s. 24, ante; and note (^) on s. 30, ante. With regard to the ex- 
emption of certain descriptions of property, see Introduction, ante. 
Sect. VIII. ; and with respect to the exemption of certain classes of 
occupiers, see Introduction, ante^ pp. 53, 54. See also 32 & 33 Vict, 
c. 40, post; and the following cases in Appendix II., post : — 
The general question ... The Mersey Docks case. 

Refreshment stall ... Reg. v, Morrish. 

Charity school ... Reg. v. Stapleton. 

Lunatic asylum .. Congreve z'. Upton. 

Reformatory school ... Sheppard v, Bradford. 

Lunatic asylum ... Reg. v. Fulboume, 

Right of shooting ... j ^^ril^-nion. 

Salable underwoods ... Lord Fitzhardinge v. Pritchett. 

Rights of common ... Corporation of Lincoln z/. Holmes. 

County constabulary ... Reg. v, St. Martin, Leicester. 

Royal castle ... Reg. z'. Castle View, Leicester. 

County property ... Justices of Lancashire «/. Cheetham, 

Borough property . . Reg. v. Corporation of Oldham. 

River moorings ; coal barge Watkins v. Gravesend and Milton Union. 
Watercourse .. Talargoch Mining Company z/. St. Asaph 

Union. 
Battersea Bridge ... Reg. v. McCann. 

Metropolitan Board of Works Reg. v. Metropolitan Board of Works. 
River moorings ; boat club... Grant v, Oxford Local Board. 

Reference may also be made to Stamper v, Sunderland, and R^. v, 
Khymney Railway Company. 

H 2 
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exemption, in whole or in part, to which such 
property or occupier is now by law entitled, 
from any poor rate or other rate which by law 
is required to be based upon the poor rate, or 
to render liable to be rated, according to the 
annual ratable value thereof, any property 
which under any Local Act or otherwise^ is 
entitled to be rated upon a fixed amount,^ or 
according to any special or exceptional principle 
of valuation,^ whether such property shall or 
shall not be included in any valuation list in 
force under this Act,^ or shall in anywise affect 
the provisions of " The Cambridge award Act, 
1856,"^ or the Act of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth Victoria relating to the relief of the 
poor in the city of Oxford.^ 

Board may allow Compensation for Returns^ etc, 

and Expenses. 

XX XVI I. The committee may allow such 
compensation for any returns, copies, or ex- 
tracts, or any valuation, or valuation list, or 
other act, matter, or thing to be made or done 
in pursuance of their order, and such expenses 
connected therewith, as to the committee in 
each case seems just.^ 

* See, for example, 16 & 17 Vict. c. 97, s. 35, and 23 & 24 Vict, 
c 112, s. 33. 

• See note p) on preceding page. 

' It has been considered, nevertheless, that the present Act, looking 
at the comprehensive terms of s. 2, anUy applies to the Cambridge 
Union ; and an Assessment Committee for that union has been ap> 
pointed accordingly. 

^ As to Oxford, see also 28 & 29 Vict. c. 108. 

' No remuneration can be lawfully allowed to the overseers for their 
personal services in making out the valuation lists under s. 14, or the 
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Remuneration to Clerk and certain Expenses of 
Committee to be paid out of Common Fund. 

XXXVIII. The remuneration allowed by the 

supplemental lists under s. 25, of the present Act. The Act itself does 
not provide for any such remuneration ; and, in the absence of such pro- 
vision, the overseers are bound to discharge the duties of their omce 
.gratuitously {,R, v. Gwyer^ 2 A. & £. 216). If, however, they incur any 
necessary expenses in the discharge of those duties (as, for instance, 
in purchasing the forms for the lists, or other articles of stationery, or in 
transmitting or conveying the lists to the committee), and if they chaise 
the amount in their accounts, the auditor will decide as to the lawfulness 
.and reasonableness of the charge. Moreover, by the subsequent Act of 
1864, express provision is made for the payment (under certain con- 
ditions) of expenses incurred by the overseers **in making out any 
valuation list or supplemental list, or in revising or valuing any of the 
ratable hereditaments." (See 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. *Jjpost.) It will 
be observed that the cases contemplated by the above enactment (s. 37) 
are of a different character. That section empowers the committee to 
allow such compensation for services rendered in pursuance of their 
orders, and such expenses connected therewith, as they may consider 
just. If they appoint a valuer to survey and value any hereditaments 
under s. 20, or to make a valuation or valuation list under s. 26 (see 
notes on those sections, ante)y they may agree with him beforehand as 
to the terms of payment, but they should, when the work has been done, 
allow the compensation which is to be paid to him, and which the guar- 
dians of the union will thereupon become liable to pay to him under s. 38. 
The amount allowed in any case by the committee under s. 37 will be 
payable by the guardians of the union; and the committee should 
accordingly report the allowance to the guardians, as they cannot them- 
selves make an order upon the treasurer of the union for the payment. 
The allowance by the committee appears to be conclusive upon the 
_ Board of Guardians, so far as regards the adequacy of the amount as 
"a compensation for the services performed or expenses incurred. It 
seems, therefore, that the guardians cannot refuse to pay on the ground 
that they consider the allowance made by the committee to be exces- 
sive ; but perhaps it may be open to them to do so on the ground that 
they consider such allowance to be unlawful — ue,y made in respect of a 
subject matter which is not within the jurisdiction of the committee. 
The allowance by the committee appears to create a claim against the 
guardians on the part of the person in whose favour it is made ; but 
that claim may nevertheless be open to question, if it is not supported 
by the terms of the enactment ; although, as regards the question of 
amount, the discretion may be vested in the committee alone. With 
respect to the recovery of the compensation allowed by the committee, 
see Hilly. Hippesley^ Appendix II., post ; and A%o Leicester Watenuorks 
Company v. The Assessment Committee of the Barrow-on-Soar Union, 
and Others^ Appendix II., post. As to the mode of charging the amount 
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committee to the clerk,^ and all expenses in- 
curred by them for the common use and benefit 
of the several parishes within the union for 
which they are appointed, shall be paid by the 
guardians of the said union, and be charged 
upon the common fund thereof. ^ 

Expenses of Valtiation, etc. to be paid out of 

Poor Rates. 

XXXIX. The expenses of making any valu- 
ation and valuation list of any parish, or any 
of such expenses, whether such valuation and 

- • ■ 

when paid, see ss. 38 and 39, and the notes thereon, infra. As to the 
costs incurred by the committee in reference to appeals against poor 
rates, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 3, post, 

^ See s. 10, arUe^ which provides that the remuneration of the clerk 
shall be subject to the sanction of the Poor Law (now Local Government) 
Board. It may be added, however, that where the committee employ 
their clerk in services which do not fall within the fair and legitimate 
scope of his duties as clerk, and which might in fact be rendered by 
any other person, it is open to them to make him such an allowance as 
they might make to any other person so employed, under the provisions 
of s. 37 ; and the amount so allowed by the committee will be payable 
by the guardians, and chargeable to the common fund, under s. 38, 
without the sanction of the Local Government Board. Any such pay- 
ment should be charged as a separate item, distinct from the remunera- 
tion awarded under s. 10. 

^ The result is, that all the expenses incurred by the committee will 
be chargeable to the common fund, except the expenses of a valuation 
and valuation lis.t in the particular case provided tor by s. 39, in which 
the parish is to be charged, and except the costs incurred by the com- 
mittee as respondents in an appeal against a poor rate, where such costs 
are ordered by the court to be charged to the parish, under 27 & 28 
Vict. c. 39, s. 3, post. Among the expenses incurred by the committee 
may be the cost of the books and forms required for carrying the Act 
into execution ; which, as regards the several parishes, may either be 
procured by the overseers themselves, or be supplied to them by the 
guardians, either directly or through the Assessment Committee. The 
expenses incurred by the committee are, in fact, incurred for the common 
use and benefit of the several parishes within the union, which are all 
equally interested in the due adjustment of the standard of contribution 
to the common fund (see s. 30). It may be expedient to open a separate 
account for these expenses in the union ledger. 
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valuation list respectively be made by the over- 
seers, or by any person appointed by the com- 
mittee,^ shall be charged upon the poor rates of 
such parish if the valuation^ made by direction 
of the committee shall exceed by one-sixth the 
amount of the valuation^ delivered to them by 
the overseers,^ and upon the common fund of 
the said union if the valuation^ so made as last 
mentioned shall not exceed by one-sixth the 
valuation^ so delivered as aforesaid.* 

Penalty for Non-attendance^ etc, in obedience to 
Order of the Committee, Injuring, etc. Rate 
Books, a misdemeanor. 

XL. Every person who wilfully refuses to 
attend in obedience to any lawful order of any 
such committee, or to give evidence, or refuses 
to produce any rate book, assessment, or valua- 
tion which may be lawfully required to be pro- 
duced before such committee,^ shall for every 
such offence be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing twenty pounds upon a summary convic- 
tion for the same before two justices of the 



^ See s. 16, ante^ s. 20, ante^ and s. 26, atUe^ .ind the notes thereon 
respectively. See also Reg. v. Richmond, Appendix II., post. 

*^This seems to refer to the " Ratable Value," and not to the ** Gross 
Estimated Rental." 

* It will be observed that this does not refer to a valuation list pre- 
viously in force, but to a valuation list delivered by the overseers. 

* There is no authority under this Act for raising the money by way 
of loan to pay for the costs of such valuations ; but provision is made 
upon that point by the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 8, 
posU Moreover, if a loan is desired, recourse may still perhaps be 
had to the provisions of 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c 96, s. 3, which is not ex- 
pressly repealed. 

* See s. 13, ante, and 26 & 27 Vict. c. 33, s. 22, post. 
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peace -} and every person who wilfully injures, 
defaces, conceals, or destroys such rate book,^ 
or who upon any examination before any such 
committee wilfully gives false evidence shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.^ 

Authentication and Service of Orders and 
Notices of the Committee. 

XLI. Every order and notice made or given 
by the committee under this Act may be in 
writing or print, or partly in writing and partly 
in print, and shall be sufficiently authenticated 
if signed by their clerk, and may be served by 
the same or a copy thereof being delivered per- 
sonally or sent by the post to the party on or to 
whom such order or notice purports to be made 
or given, or by being delivered at his usual place 
of abode. 

Service of Notices^ etc. on the Commiitee. 

XLI I. Any notice or statement required to 
be served upon the committee may be served 
by being left at the office of the clerk to the 



^ As to the mode of proceeding, and the forms, see ii & 12 Vict, 
c. 43 ; as to the costs, see s. 18 of that Act ; and as to the recovery of 
the penalty, see ss. 19, 20. The 21st section is not applicable, as the 
present statute contains no provision as to imprisonment. But the 
offender may be imprisoned in default of distress under s. 19, coupled 
with s. 22, as interpreted by 21 & 22 Vict. c. 73, s. 5 ; and now see also 
the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (4^ & 43 Vict. c. 49). The penalty, 
when recovered, must be paid to the county treasurer, under 11 & 12 
Vict. c. 43, s. 31. 

' See also 58 Geo. iii. c 69, s. 6. 

' See also the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 1 1, posf, and as 
to neglect of duty by overseers, see 33 Geo. iii. c. 5$. 
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Board of Guardians, or sent through the post- 
office, addressed to the committee at such clerk's 
office, or by being delivered personally to their 
•clerk, or at his usual place of abode. 

Provision as to form of Poor Rate. 

XLIII. In every parish, until a valuation list 
has been approved, and delivered to the over- 
seers under this Act, every rate made for the 
relief of the poor in such parish shall be made in 
the form and contain the particulars required by 
the said Act of the sixth and seventh years of 
King William the Fourth -} and after such valua- 
tion list has been so approved and delivered, 
•every such rate, except in any parish where the 
poor rate or the assessment for the same is made 
under the provisions of a Local Act as afore- 
said,^ shall show the annual ratable value of 
each hereditament comprised therein, according 
to the valuation list in force in such parish.^ 

Provisions concerning the Assessment, etc. of 
Poor Rates to be applicable to Rates made 
according to this Act. 

XLI V. All the powers, authorities, provisions, 
clauses, and regulations now in force relating 
to the assessment, collection, and levying of poor 
rates (save so far as the same are hereby repealed 
or altered) shall be good, valid, and effectual for 



^ As to the form of the rate, see note (^) to s. 28, ante^ p. 87. 

^ See s. 29, and the note thereon, ante. 

* See s. 28, anUy and s. 24, ante^ and the notes thereon respectively. 
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the purposes of assessing, levying, collecting,, 
and enforcing the payment of such rate and for 
carrying this Act into execution. 

Power for Unions under Gilbert's or Local Acts 

to be included in this Act. 

XLV. And whereas there are divers unions 
or incorporations for the relief of the poor 
formed under Local Acts and under the Act of 
the twenty-second year of King George the 
Third, chapter eighty-three, which may desire 
to adopt the provisions of this Act :^ Be it en- 
acted, that any such union or incorporation, on 
resolution to that effect of a majority, at two 
successive meetings of the body, having under 
the constitution of such union or incorporation 
the management of the relief of the poor within 
the same, may, by writing under the hand of the 
presiding chairman of the second of such meet- 
ings, apply to the Poor Law Board ^ to be included 
in this Act ; and such union or incorporation^ 
upon the consent of the Poor Law Board ^ being 
given to such application under its seal, shall 
be so included : and such consent so signified 
shall be evidence that such application was in all 
respects duly made according to the provisions 
above mentioned ; and such regulations shall 
thereafter be made from time to time by the said 
Board,2 with the consent of such body, as may be 



^ All the unions formed ander Gilbert's Act, 22 Geo. ill. c. 83, have 
now been dissolved, under the provisions of the 31 & 32 Vict c. 122^ 
s. 4; and the Act itself has been repealed by the 34 & 35 Vict. c. 116. 

* Now the Local Government Board ; see 34 & 35 Vict. c. 7a 
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necessary to render the provisions of this Act 
conformable with the provisions of the Act 
under which the said union or incorporation 
shall have been formed.^ 

Extent of Act. 

XLVI. This Act shall extend only to 
England?' 



^ Several orders have been issued under this enactment to Incorpora- 
tions under Local Acts. 

^ It is enacted by the 20 Geo. ii. c. 42, s. 3 (which is not repealed by 
the 43 Geo. iii. c. 161, s. 84), that whenever England is mentioned in 
any Act of Parliament, it shall include WaUs and Berwick-upon' Tiveed, 
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SCHEDULK 



^ Valuation List for [fA^ Parish or Place for which the List 
is made]f in the County of 



Name 

of 

Occupier. 



Name 

of 
Owner. 



Descrip* 

tion of 

Property. 



Name or 
Situation 

of 
Property. 



Estimated 
Extent. 



Gross 

Estimated 

Rental. 



Ratable 
Value. 



Signed this 



day of 

A. B, \ Overseers^ of the Poor of 
C, D. J the Parish aforesaid. 



^ Sees. 14, ante^ and s. 15, ante^ and Introduction, Sect. 11,, anie. It 
will be observed that the form given in the Schedule contains no column 
for the deductions which are to be made from the '* Gross Estimated 
Rental ** in order to arrive at the '* Ratable Value." Those deductions 
'fJEdl under three heads, and the sum to be worked out in every case will 
be as follows : — 



Gross Estimated Rental 

Deductions : — 

a. Expense of Repairs* £ 

b. Expense of Insurance £ 

c. Other Expenses, if any, of main- 1 

taining the Property in a state to > ;f 
command the same rentt 1 



- £, 



Total amount of deductions ... ... ;f : : 

Ratable Value (being the residue after ) 

subtracting the ** Deductions" from > ... ;f : : 

the " Gross Estimated Rental ") . . . ) .s=^= 

* See Reg. v. Wells, Appendix W.post. 

t Sec Reg. v. HaU Dare; Reg. v. Bilston; and Reg. v. WeUs; Ap- 
pendix II. post. 

' This word includes " churchwardens " in parishes, but not in town- 
ships. See note (^) to s. 14, ante, p. 68. As to the signature of the list, 
see Morgan, app,. Parry, resp,^ 17C. B. n.s. 334 ; 25 L. J. n.s. C. P. 141. 
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SCHEDULE— «w//««^flr. 



^ Declaration to be added to the Rate. 

We, the undersigned, do hereby declare that one of us^ 
or some Person on our behalf,^ has examined and compared 
the several Particulars in the respective Columns of the 
above Rate with the Valuation List made under the autho- 
rity of the Union Assessment Committee Act of 1862, in 
force in this Parish (^r Township), and the several Here- 
ditaments are, to the best of our belief,* rated according to 
the value appearing in such Valuation List. 



! 



Churchwardens, ^ 



Overseers,^ 



^ See s. 28, ante; also, s. 43, ante, 

^ Where there is a collector, or assistant overseer, or vestry clerk for 
the parish, he would be a suitable person to be employed for this pur- 
pose; but whether he can be required by the overseers to render such a 
service must of course depend upon the terms of his appointment. 

' The churchwardens and overseers (or overseers) who may be called 
upon to sign this declaration, ought certainly not to do so unless they 
have satisfied themselves, by reasonable means, that the rate is really 
made in conformity with the valuation list. As to the penalty for wilfully 
omitting to make the declaration, or for making it falsely, knowing it to 
be untrue, see the subsequent Act, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. ii, post. See 
also 33 Geo. iii. c. 55. 

* Although "churchwardens " are here mentioned as well as "over- 
seers," whilst "overseers" alone are mentioned in the preceding form 
of valuation list, this makes no difference in the legal effect as r^^ards 
the persons by whom these documents are to be signed. The list and 
the declaration should, both of them, be signed by the same class of 
officers in the same place ; that is to say, in a parish, by a majority of 
the churchwardens and overseers ; and in a township, by a majority of 
the overseers. See note (^) to s. 14, ante^ p. 68» 
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An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain 
Duties of Inland Revenue; and to amend 
the Laws relating to the Inland Revenue. 

29th June, 1863. 

Union Assessment Committee not to require the 
production of Documents relating to the Assess- 
ment of the Income Tax on concerns in the 
nature of trade. 

XXII. Whereas the Assessment Committee 
provided for by **The County Rates' Assessment 
Act," sec. fifty-two, and by " The Union Assess- 
ment Committee Act, 1862,'' respectively, are 
thereby empowered to require assessors, collec- 
tors, and other persons therein mentioned to 
make and transmit copies of or extracts from 
the books of assessment of any taxes or rates 
in their custody, and to produce such books as 
therein mentioned:^ Be it enacted, that nothing 
in the said Act contained shall extend to au- 
thorize or empower the said committee to re- 
quire any assessor, collector, or other person 
employed in the assessment or collection of the 
income tax to make or transmit or to permit 
any other person to make copies of or extracts 
from any assessment, rate, or rate book, or any 
document relating to the assessment or collection 

^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 13, ante. 
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of the income tax upon profits of trade for or in 
respect of any quarries, mines, ironworks, gas- 
works, or other concerns in the nature of trade 
or manufacture, chargeable under Schedule (A) 
•of the Income Tax Acts, or to attend before the 
said committee to produce any such assessment, 
rate, or rate book, or other such document as 
aforesaid, or to be examined by or before such 
•committee touching or concerning the same.^ 



^ A question has been raised as to whether, by this enactment, it was 
intended to exclude from the inspection of the committee, in the cases 
referred to, the whole of the property tax assessment under Schedule (A), 
or only those portions which are specifically mentioned. It has been 
suggested that the document might be produced to the committee, with 
the portions which are not to be inspected covered over or concealed 
from view ; but the Commissioners of Inland Revenue have expressed 
an opinion that the committee is precluded from requiring the production 
of any book which shall contain the assessment of the income tax upon 
profits of trade for or in respect of any quarries, mines, ironworks, gas- 
works, or other concerns in the nature of trade or manufacture charge- 
able under Schedule (A) ; and that, in answer to any requisition for the 
production of the book containing any such assessment, the clerk to the 
•commissioners cannot legally do more than supply a copy or extract of 
so much of the assessment as relates to other subjects of charge. 
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An Act to amend the Union Assessment 
Committee Act (1862). 

T4th Jufyy 1864. 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Unio» 
Assessment Committee Act, 1862, in regard ta 
Appeals against Poor Rates, and to make further 
Provisions for securing correct and uniform 
Valuations of the Property liable to be assessed 
to the Relief of the Poor : Be it therefore 
enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty^ 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same : 

Notice of Appeal against Poor Rate to be given 
to the Assessment Committee of Union. 

I. Before any appeal shall be heard by any 
special or quarter sessions against a poor rate 
made for any parish contained in any union to 
which the Union Assessment Committee Act^ 
1862, applies, the appellant shall give twenty- 
one days' notice in writing previous to the 
special or quarter sessions to which such appeal 
is to be made of the intention to appeal, and the 
grounds thereof, to the Assessment Committee 
of such union : ^ Provided that, after the first day 

^ As to the service of this notice, see 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 42, ante. 
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of August next no person^ shall be empowered to 
appeal to any sessions^ against a poor rate made 
in conformity with the vsduation list approved of 
by such committee, unless he shall have given 
to such committee notice of objection against 
the said list, and shall have failed to obtain 
such relief in the matter as he deems just ; ^ 
and which objection, after notice given at any 
time* in the manner^ prescribed by the said 
Act with respect to objections, the committee 
shall hear,* with full power to call for and amend 

^ See 32 & 33 Vict c. 41, s. 13, post, 

' See Reg, v. Biggleswade Union^ Appendix II., post. See also 
Liverpool United Gas Light Company v. Everton^ and Assessment Com- 
mittee of West Derby Union^ Appendix II., post; and Reg. v. Justices of 
Derbyshire^ {London and North-Western Railway Company)^ 25 L.T. 
n.s. 43. 

* See the following cases in Appendix II. post : — Reg, v. Justices of 
Kent re Mercer; Reg, v. Justices of Lancashire ; Reg, v. Assess- 
ment Committee of the Bedminster Union; and Reg, v. Great Western 
Railway Company, 

^ This is an important provision. Under the first Act, the power to 
object to the valuation list was confined to the period during which the 
list was under consideration ; but now the list may be objected to, not 
only during that period, but also after approval at any time. It will be 
observed that, if the list be amended after approval, a corresponding 
amendment must also be made in the current rate. 

' See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 18, ante. The notice above referred to 
is to be given in the same '* manner " as under that enactment ; but it 
maybe given "at any time," and consequently the limitation as to 
time contained in that enactment will not apply here, as the 28 days 
there referred to begin to run from the notice of the deposit of the list. 

' The committee are not required to give notice of the meetings 
which they may hold for hearing such objections ; as they are not meet- 
ings within the terms of s. 19 of the 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103. On receiv- 
ing notice of objection under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. i, the committee 
should fix a day, within a reasonable time, for holding a meeting to hear 
such objection ; and although not required to give notice of £he meet- 
ing so fixed, they can do so, if they think fit, at such time and in such 
manner as they may, in their discretion, deem advisable. They may 
also, if they consider it expedient, fix certain days for holding meetings, 
at which any objections which may be received can be heard ; say, two 
tlays in every quarter, or eight days in the year ; but if they do so, they 
must still be prepared to hold any additional meeting which may be 

I 
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such list, although the same has been approved 
of. and no subsequent list has been transmitted 
to them, and if they amend the same shall give 
notice of such amendment to the overseers, who 
shall thereupon alter their then current rate 
accordingly. ^ 

Committee may, with consent of Guardians, be 

Co-respondents. 

II. The Assessment Committee of such union 
may, with the consent of the guardians of such 
union, after notice shall have been sent to every 
guardian,^ appear as respondents to such appeal, 
but in the name of the guardians of such union,^ 
in like manner, and with the same incidents, 



necessary for hearing an^ objection within a reasonable period after the 
notification of such objection to them. If they do not meet within a 
reasonable time, the objector may perhaps be entitled to appeal to the 
sessions on the ground that he has tailed to obtain relief from the com- 
mittee. Where the committee alter the list, after hearing the objection, 
it is not necessary to deposit it in the parish, as is required by s. 21 of 
the Act of 1862. (See Reg, v. Edtnonds^ Appendix II., post), 

' The Act requires the overseers to alter the current rate, but it does 
not in terms provide for the consequences of such alteration with 
respect to the payment of the rate. If the rate, as originally assessed, 
has already been paid by the objecting ratepayer, it does not appear 
how far the overseers may be authorized to repay to him any excess, 
supposing the fate to be reduced, or to recover from him any deficiency, 
supposing the rate to be increased. If, however, he has not already 
paid, he will be liable to pay, and the overseers will be empowered to 
recover, the amount of the altered rate instead of the original assess- 
ment. See also 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s^ 22, ante\ Frewen v. Battle 
UnioHy Appendix II., post, 

' It may be necessary in such a case to summon an extraordinary 
meeting of the guardians. See Art. 54 of the General Consolidated 
Order of 24th July, 1847, ^^^ similar Orders. 

* See. 5 & 6 Wm. iv. c. 69, s. 7 ; 5 & 6 Vict. c. 57, ss. 16, 17 ; 
7 & 8 Vict. c. loi, s. 68; and 23 and 24 Vict. c. 127, s. 33. With 
respect to the duty of the clerk to the guardians in the matter, $ee 
Introduction, ante^ p. 24, and Art. 3 of the Poor Law Board's General 
Order of 26th February, 1866. See also 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 32, 
and note (') thereon, p. 94, ante. 
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and subject to the same liabilities, and entitled 
to the same remedies and rights, as in the case 
of persons other than the overseers to whom 
notice of appeal may be given. ^ 

Provision as to Costs of Committee on Appeals, 

III. The costs which the committee may incur 
in consequence of becoming respondents to such 
appeal, or of having received notice thereof, 
shall, if not recovered from the appellants,^ as 
well as any costs the committee may be ordered 
to pay to the appellants, be paid by the guardians, 
and charged to the common fund of the union, 
unless the court before whom such appeal is 
heard shall direct that such costs, or any part 
thereof, shall be charged to the parish, the rate 
of which is appealed against.^ 

Valuation to be made in Writing. 

IV. Where a valuer is appointed^ by the 
Assessment Committee he shall make his valua- 
tion in writing, showing the particulars^ of the 
several hereditaments comprised therein, and 
the amounts at which he has valued the same 



^ As to reference to arbitration, see 12 and 13 Vict. c. 45, and 
Leicester Waterworks Company v. The Assessment Committee of the 
B arrow-on- Soar Union^ and others ; L. J. n.s. M.C. 41. 

^ See 43 Eliz. c. 2 ; 17 Geo. 2, c. 38 ; 41 Geo. 3, c 23 ; 6 & 7 
Wm. 4, c. 96 ; and 12 & 13 Vict. c. 45 ; also, 11 and 12 Vict. c. 91, 
s. II ; and 31 and 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 29, post, 

* See also 25 8r. 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 38, ante. 

* See Reg v. Cobby Appendix II., post, 

* It does not appear what "particulars" are here referred to ; but sec 
the form of the valuation list in the schedule to the former Act, 25 & 26 
Vict. c. 103, ante, and RawUncev, IlursUy Union ^ Appendix 11, ^ post 

I 2 
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respectively, and shall sign such valuation, which 
shall be open to inspection in like manner, and 
with the same incidents with respect to the taking 
of copies or extracts, as the minute books of the 
committee.^ 

Notice of Assessment to be given to certain 

Companies. 

V. Within fourteen days after the transmis- 
sion to the Assessment Committee of any valua- 
tion or supplemental valuation list the committee 
shall give notice to every railway, telegraph,^ 
canal, gas, and water company named in such list 
as the occupier of any property included therein^ 
and not having any office or place of business in 
the parish to which such list relates, of the sum 
or sums set down as the ratable value of the 
property purporting to be occupied by such com- 
pany or companies,^ and such notice may be 

^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. il, ante, 

' As to the tel^aphs in the hands of the Postmaster-General, see 
31 & 32 Vict. c. no, and 32 & 33 Victc. 73 ; also Reg, v. Postmaster 
General, 28 L.T. n.s. 337. 

' This will be found to be a useful enactment in &vour of companies,, 
which have generally no means of knowing when a valuation list is de- 
posited, and have therefore no opportimity of inspecting it, so as to 
ascertain how far their interests are affected by it. A railway, for 
instance, comprising a trunk line and numerous branches, may pass 
through several hundred parishes, with stations in comparatively few of 
them ; and the company may accordingly be unable, without great 
trouble and expense, and indeed ma^ sometimes be wholly unable, to 
obtain the reqmsite information. It b now provided that within four- 
teen da3rs after a valuation list or supplemental list has been transmitted 
to the committee, notice of the sum at which the property of the com- 
pany is valued shall be given, in the manner prescribed, in the case of 
every railway, telegraph, canal, gas, and water company ; but the notice 
is not required to be given with respect to the list of any parish in which 
the company has an office or place of business. This enactment does- 
not apply to individual ratepayers who may be non-resident, nor to any 
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served by being transmitted through the post to 
the principal office^ of the company, or one of 
their principal offices^ when there shall be more 
than one. 

yustices in certain cases not disqualified for 

hearing Appeals. 

VI. No justice of the peace shall be dis- 
qualified for acting in the determination of 
any appeal against a poor rate at any quarter 
or special sessions by reason of such justice 
being rated, or being liable to be rated, in some 
other parish in the union than that for which 
the rate appealed against is made.^ 

other companies than those specified. With regard to the rating of 
irailway and canal companies, the following enactment with respect to 
the Railway Commissioners (36 & 37 Vict. c. 48, s. 9) may be referred 
^o : — " Any difference to which a railway company or canal company is 
a party may, on the application of the parties to the difference, and 
with the assent of the Commissioners, oe referred to them for their 
decision." 

^ See 8 Vict. c. 16, s. 135 ; and 8 Vict. c. 20, s. 138. The Great 
Western Railway Company, by their Act, were to have two termini, 
one at Bristol, the other at Paddington, in Middlesex ; two general half- 
yearly meetings were to be held, one at Bristol, the other at Paddington ; 
an equal number of directors was to be' chosen from the residents near 
«ach place. All the general business was transacted at Paddington, 
where the secretary resided, and where orders were issued : Held, by 
Jthe Court of Queen's Bench, that Paddington was the only *' principal 
office" of the company within 8 Vict. c. 20, s. 138 {Garton v. Great 
JVestem Railway Company, E. B. & E. 837). 

* See 16 Geo. ii. c. 18 ; k, v. Cheltenham, I A. & E. 467 ; 10 L. J. R. 
11.S. M. C. 99 ; R, V. Rishton, i A. & E. 479 ; Reg, v. Recorder 0/ Cam- 
•bridge, 4 Jur. n.s. 334 ; 27 L. J. R. n.s. M. C. 160, and Dimes \, Grand 
Junctian Canal, 3 H. L. 785 ; 17 L. J. n.s. ch. 205 ; 12 Beav. 63 ; 17 
Sim. 38 ; 2 McN. & Gord. 285 ; 3 McN. & Gord. 4. See also Reg. v. 
Justices of Hertfordshire, 6 Q. B. 753 ; 14 L. J. R. n.s. M, C. 73 ; and 
Reg' V. Justices 0/ Suffolk, 21 L. J. R. n.s. M. C. 169; 18 Q. B. 416. 
As to borough justices, in regard to appeals against poor rates, see 17 
Geo. ii. c. 38, s. 5, and R, v. Justices of Essex, ^ M. & S. 513. It will 
be observed that the present enactment is confined to appeals against 
poor rates, and does not extend to appeals against valuation lists, under 
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Expenses of Overseers ituurred with consent of 
Vestry or allowed by Assessment Committee 
may be charged on Poor Rates. 

VII. When the overseers of any parish incur 
any expense in making out any valuation list or 
supplemental list, or in revising or valuing any 
of the ratable hereditaments of such parish, 
under the provisions of the Union Assessment 

25 & 26 Vict.c. 103, s. 32, ante. It does not remove the disqualification 
where the justice is rated in the particular parish the rate of which is 
appealed against ; but it deals solely with the comparatively remote or 
indirect interest which might be supposed to arise with reference to the 
proportionate contributions to the common fund, where the justice is 
rated, or liable to be rated, in some other parish in the union than that 
for which the rate appealed against is made. Moreover, it does not 
touch the case of a justice, who, being an «r-<^ii9 guardian and a member 
of the assessment committee, may be called upon to take part in adjudi- 
cating in an appeal against a valuation list, or against a poor rate based 
upon a valuation list, settled and approved by such committee. (See 
5 & 6 Vict. c. 57, s. 15.) As to waiving the objection, see Wakeftdd 
IjOcoI Board of Health v. West Riding and Grimsby Railway Company^ 
35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 69. 

A similar question has been raised, with regard to the right of a 
member of the Assessment Committee to vote on a matter in which he 
is personally interested ; as, for instance, an objection brought by himself 
against a valuation list, in respect of the valuation either of his own 
property or of the property of any other person. It is a settled maxim 
of English law that no man can be allowed to be a judge in his own 
cause (8 Co. Rep. 118; Co. Litt. 141 a; City of London v. Wood^ 12 
Mod. 669-686); and in Dimes v. Grand function Caned {supra)f in 
which a decree of Lord Chancellor Cottenham was set aside on the 
ground of his being a shareholder in the Canal Company, it was held by 
the House of Lords that the principle is not confined to a cause in which 
the judge is a party, but applies to any cause in which he has an interest. 
If a decision by the Assessment Committee is a judicial decision coming 
within this principle, it is difficult to say where the line should be drawn, 
as every member is to a certain extent interested in every decision of the 
committee. There appears, however, to be' a considerable distinction 
between the remote and indirect interest which every member has in the 
general settlement of the valuation lists, and the direct personal interest 
which any member may have in an objection raised by himself, or in an 
objection raised by others, involving the valuation of his own property. 
It may be hoped that the question will not practicallv arise ; since, 
whatever may be the strict legal view, considerations ot propriety will 
doubtless prevent any member so interested from voting in such a case. 
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Committee Act, 1862, with the consent of the 
vestry given by express resolution, after due 
notice, they may charge such expense, so far as 
the same may be authorized by the vestry, upon 
the poor rate ; ^ and if no vestry meeting be held, 
or no decision arrived at on the subject, then to 
the extent which the Assessment Committee shall 
allow : ^ Provided that, as regards the valuation 
of the property, no expense shall be so charged 
upon the poor rate unless the consent of such 
committee^ to the procuring of such valuation 
by the overseers shall have been given previously 
to the same being made.^ 

* Though the overseers may apply in the first instance to the vestry 
(which the Act seems to allow of their doing), yet if they incur the 
expense without doing so, they may call a vestry meeting, and charge 
the expense so far as the vestry may authorize it (see Reg, v. Chorlton- 
upon-Medlocky Appendix W,^ post,)\ but if no meeting be held, or no 
■ decision come to, they may then submit their account to the Assessment 
Committee. The overseers are not bound to consult the vestry or the 
committee (except in the case of a valuation) before incurring the 
expense ; but if they incur a larger expense than the vestry or the com- 
mittee subsequently allow, they must bear the excess themselves. 

^ The consent of the guardians of the union is not required in such a 
case ; the enactment refers to the Assessment Committee only. 

' This section does not authorize any remuneration to the overseers 
for their personal services. (See R, v. Gwyer^ 2 A. and E. 216; and 
see also 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 37, and the note thereon, ante. ) And 
the question arises, how far it will authorize the pajrment of compensation 
to an assistant overseer, or collector, or vestry clerk, or other person 
employed to assist the overseers in making out the lists. By Art. 6 of 
the General Order of Accounts issued by the Poor Law Board, and 
similar Orders, it is provided that every poor rate collector, including 
every assistant overseer appointed to collect the poor rates, shall enter up 
so much of any books or forms of the overseers relating to the valuation 
Ust as he may be directed to enter up by the overseers for the time 
being ; and consequently he is not entitled to any extra remuneration 
for this service. With r^ard to an assistant overseer appointed under 
50 Geo. iii. c. 12, s. 7, his salary can perhaps be increased by resolution 
of vestry and warrant of justices, if the additional labour devolving upon 
him should justify that course. With respect to vestry clerks appointed 
under 13 & 14 Vict. c. 57, see Reg, v. Cumberlege, Appendix II., posU 
The overseers should take care to procure such a record or notification 
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Power to GtiardianSy with the order of the Poor 
Law Board, to borrow Money for Valtcatton 
Expenses. 

VIII. If the Assessment Committee order a 
valuation, with the consent of the Board of | 

Guardians, to be made of all the ratable here- * 

ditaments of any parish,^ the guardians of the 
union may, if they think fit, apply to the Poor 
Law Board* for an order to enable them to 
borrow the requisite amount to pay the cost of ' 

such valuation ; and if the said Board shall issue 
their order, the said guardians may borrow the ! 

same, and charge the poor rates of the several 
parishes in the union with the repayment of the 
same by not more than five equal annual instal- 
ments ; • and where the parish for which the 
valuation is made shall, by reason of any provi- 
sion in the said Union Assessment Committee 

of the resolution of the vestry, or allowance by the committee, as may 
be produced to the auditor as an authority for the expenditure, as weU 
as proper receipts or vouchers for the pajmaents. The vestry can only 
authorize the allowance of expenses incurred by the overseers ; and the 
auditor will therefore demand proof of the expenditure by the overseers, 
as well as of the allowance by the vestry. If the overseers should not be 
able to specify the particulars and to produce the vouchers of the alleged 
expenditure, the auditor will apparently be justified in disallowing the 
charge in their accounts, notwithstanding tne allowance by the vestrv. 
Looking at the decision of the Court and the remarks of Lush, J., in 
Reg, V. Cumberlege (Appendix IL, posi)^ it seems doubtful how far the 
allowance by the vestry will preclude the auditor firom exercising his 
own judgment with regard to the legality of the payments. 

^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 16, ante ; s. 20, ante ; s. 26, ante ; 
and the notes thereon respectively. It will be observed that the above 
enactment only applies to the valuation of an entire parish, and does 
not enable the guardians to borrow the money to pay for the valuation 
of a part of a parish. 

• Now the Local Government Board. (See 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70). 
. • See also 32 & 33 Vict. c. 45, **An Act to amend the Law relating 
to the Repayment of Loans to Poor Law Unions. 
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Act^ or this Act, be liable to pay the cost of 
such valuation, the said guardians shall charge 
the annual instalments, and the interest payable 
therewith, to such parish, and may recover the 
same as and with the usual contributions. 

Clerks of Assessment Committees to furnish 
Clerks of the Peace with totals of ValucUion 
Lists. 

IX. The clerk of every Assessment Committee 
shall send^ annually in the month of December 
■copies of the totals of the gross estimated rental 
and ratable value of the property included in 
the valuation lists of the several parishes within 
the union, and where such totals have been 
altered by any supplemental valuation list or 
lists then of such totals as altered, to the clerk 
or respective clerks of the peace of the county or 
•counties within which such parishes respectively 
may be situate, • 

Power to Poor Law Board to order Map or 

Plan to be made. 

X. If there be no map or plan of any parish 
available for the use or sufficient for the purposes 
of the Assessment Committee, the committee 



^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 39, anU, It will be observed that the 
■word "charge" is used in the different clauses of this enactment in two 
•distinct senses. In the former clause it means to charge by way of 
mortgage ; in the latter, to charge in the accounts. As regards the 
latter, it may be pointed out, that in every case in which the instalments 
are not chargeable to a particular parish, they will be chargeable to the 
common fund. See Regv, Richmond^ Appendix II,, /osf, 

• These copies may doubtless be sent by post, 

• See Introduction, Sect. VI., ante, and 29 & 30 Vict. c. 7S,post. • 
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may, with the consent of the guardians after 
notice as aforesaid,^ and under the authority of 
an order of the Poor Law Board,^ appoint a 
competent person to make a map or plan of such 
parish, and the cost thereof shall be charged 
either to the common fund, or to the parish, as. 
may be directed by the Poor Law Board/^ 

Penalty on Overseers omitting to make declara- 
tioUy or making false declaration, 

XL Any overseer who wilfully omits to- 
make the declaration required to be made by 
the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862,^ 
w makes the same falsely, knowing the same to- 
be untrue, shall be liable for every such offence 
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds upon a 
summary conviction for the same before two 
justices of the peace.^ 

25 dr* 26 Vict. c. 103, incorporated herewith. 

XIL The provisions of the Union Assess-^ 
ment Committee Act, 1862, shall, so far as the 



^ ue,^ "after notice shall have been sent to every guardian." Sec- 
s. 2, ante, 

^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 20, and notes thereon, ante ; and s. 26, 
and notes thereon, ante. See also 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 3, which is 
not repealed, though it will doubtless to a great extent be superseded by 
the present enactment. As to the substitution of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, see 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70. 

* See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 28, and the schedule, ante. As 
regards a parish, the word "overseer," as here used, will include- 
** churchwarden." See ante^ p. 54. See also 33 Geo. iii. c. 55. 

* See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 40, ante^ and the notes thereon. See 
also 28 & 29 Vict, c, 127, — "An Act to amend the Law relating to 
Small Penalties." 
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same are not contrary hereto, be incorporated 
herewith, and the terms used herein shall be 
construed in like manner as in that Act.^ 

Short Title. 

XIII. This Act may be cited as "The Union 
Assessment Committee Amendment Act, (864.** 



* See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. I, ante^ and 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c. 76, 
s. 109, post. 
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28 & 29 Vict. c. 79, 

An Act to provide for the better Distribution 
of the Charge for the Relief of the Poor in 
Unions. 

29M June, 1865. 



Computation of the charges on the Common 

Fund. 

XII. The guardians shall distribute the 
•charges upon the common fund during and at 
the close of every half-year in the proportions 
according to which the orders for the contri- 
butions to the common fund were 'made upon 
the several parishes comprised in such unions at 
the commencement of such half year, notwith- 
standing the change which may be made in the 
valuation list of any parish during such period.^ 

^ See Introduction, s. III., ante^ and 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 30, atiU. 
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29 & 30 Vict. c. 78. 

An Act for removing Doubts respecting the 
Assessment of County Rates. 

6/A August, 1866. 

15 & 16 Vict. c. 81. 

Whereas by the Act of the Session of the fif- 
teenth and sixteenth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, chapter eighty-one, intituled, 
An Act to consolidate and amend the Statutes 
relating to the Assessment and Collection of 
County Rates in England and Wales, the Justices 
of the Peace of every county of England and 
Wales assembled at their General or Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace, or at any adjqurnment 
thereof, are empowered to appoint a committee 
for the purpose of preparing in manner therein 
mentioned a basis or standard for fair and equal 
county rates : 

And whereas by the Union Assessnient Com- 
mittee Act, 1862, boards of guardians are em- 
powered to appoint assessment committees for 
the purpose of making the parochial assess- 
ments therein mentioned : 

And whereas doubts are entertained whether 
the powers of the Justices under the first-men- 
tioned Act are not impliedly interfered with or 
controlled by such last-mentioned Act : 
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And whereas it is expedient to remove such 
<loubts : ^ 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Act of 2^ & 26 Vict. c. 103, not to affect Act of 

15 & 16 Vict. c. 81. 

I. Nothing contained in the Union Assess- 
ment Committee Act, 1862, shall apply to any 
assessment which has been or shall be made by 
any committee appointed by the Justices under 
the said Act of the Session of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth years of Her present Majesty, chapter 
eighty-one, and any committee which has been 
or shall be appointed under the last-mentioned 
Act may prepare a basis for county rates, and 
do all other things authorised to be done by 
them under the said Act, in the same manner 
in all respects as if the Union Assessment 
Committee Act had not passed. 

Amendment of s. 26 of i^ & 16 Vict. c. 81. 

II. Whereas by the twenty-sixth section of 
the said Act of the Session of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, chapter eighty-one, printed lists of the 
parishes and places assessed to the county rate, 

^ See Introduction, Sect. VI., ante; and 25 8l 26 Vict. c. 105, s. 28, 
•ante; and also 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 9, ante. 
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and the amount of the ratable value upon which 
such parishes and places have been assessed, 
are required to be sent to the persons therein 
mentioned upon every occasion when a county 
rate is made : And whereas it is expedient to 
amend the said section : Be it enacted, That 
the said printed lists shall, unless the Justices 
otherwise direct, be sent only on the occasion 
when a new basis or standard for a county rate, 
or an alteration in the existing basis or standard 
has been allowed and confirmed. 

Short Title. 

III. This Act may be cited for all purposes 
as " The County Rate Act, 1866." 
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30 & 3^ Vict. c. io6. 

An Act to make the Poor Law Board perma- 
nent, and to provide sundry Amendments in 
the Laws for the Relief of the Poor. 

2oth August, 1867. 



Provision for the Contributions of Divided and 
Added Parishes in Unions^ and Adjustment 
of Liabilities. 

XV. When any parish comprised in any union 
shall have been or shall be subdivided,^ or when 
any parish shall have been or shall be added to 
any union after all the valuation lists have been 
finally approved, the contributions of the several 
parishes to the common fund thereof shall con- 
tinue to be made according to the provisions of 
the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862,^ 
and the Poor Law Board shall determine by 
their order the proportions according to which 
the several parts of the parish so divided or the 
parish so added shall contribute to the common 
fund until valuation lists for such parts or such 
parish respectively shall have been finally ap- 
proved of by the Assessment Committee of the 

* See s. 3 of this Act, 30 & 31 Vict. c. 106, and also the Poor Law 
Acts of 1876 and 1879. 

• See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 30, ante. 
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union, and shall also in respect of such divided 
parish determine the proportions of the liabilities 
of such parish to the common fund at the time 
of the division, to be charged upon the several 
parts according to the annual ratable value of 
the property comprised therein respectively.^ 



^ This enactment provides for the contribution of the added parish in 
the interval which must necessarily occur between the date of its annex- 
ation to the union and the date of the approval of its first valuation list. 
With r^ard to a divided parish, it provides not only for a similar inter- 
val, but also for the apportionment of liabilities existing at the time of 
the division. 
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31 & 32 Vict. c. 122. 

An Act to make further Amendments in the 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor in England 
and Wales. 315/ y«/y, 1868. 



1 1 (3* 1 2 Vict. c. I ID, s. 7, Extended to a Parish. 

XXVIII. The provisions of the seventh sec- 
tion of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848, 
empowering guardians of unions to cause valu- 
ations to be made upon application as therein 
set forth, shall apply to the guardians of a parish 
not comprised in any union. ^ 

Power for Guardians of Unions mutually to 
bear the Costs of several Appeals involving 
the same common principle. 

XXIX. Where an appeal is brought against 
the poor rate of a parish in a union, and may 
appear to involve a principle in which some 
neighbouring parish has a common interest, it 
shall be lawful for the guardians of the unions 

^ The II & 12 Vict. c. no, s. 7, applies to unions only. It is as 
follows :— " And be it enacted, that the guardians of any union may, on 
the application of the major part of the overseers of any parish comprised 
in it, or of any person assessed to the poor rate in any such parish, cause 
a valuation to be made at any time of any property alleged to be ratable 
to the relief of the poor, being a part only of the ratable property of such 
parish, and may charge the expenses of such valuation to the overseers 
of such parish, or to such person so applying as aforesaid." 
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comprising such parishes to enter into an agree- 
ment mutually to bear the costs which may be 
properly incurred in and about the trial of such 
appeals on the part of the several respondents, 
as well as the costs of the appellants, if any, 
which may be awarded against the respondents, 
in such proportions as shall be fixed and deter- 
mined with reference to the amount of interest 
of the several unions in the question, or other- 
wise as shall appear just ; and the said agree- 
ment shall continue binding upon the several 
boards of guardians and their respective suc- 
cessors in succession until the several appeals 
shall have been finally determined.^ 

Columns in the Valuation Lists to be cast up by 
the Committee, and fair Copies of the approved 
Valuation Lists to be given to the Overseers, 
instead of Originals. 

XXX. When the Assessment Committee in 

• 

any union shall have finally approved of any 
valuation list, whether original, substitutional, 
or supplemental, they shall cause the total of 
the entries in the columns for the gross esti- 
mated value ^ and the ratable value to be ascer- 



^ See II & 12 Vict. c. 91, s. 1 1. The language of the above enact- 
ment (s. 29) is very restricted, and not perhaps quite consistent ; but it 
is presumed that a hberal construction may be given to it. It mentions 
only two parishes, viz., a parish, against the poor rate of which an appeal 
is brought, and some neighbouring parish. It assumes these two parishes 
to be in different unions. At its commencement it refers to "an appeal ;" 
but afterwards it mentions "such appeals," and "the several appeals." 
It will doubtless apply to any case in which appeals involving a common 
principle are brought simultaneously against the poor rates of several 
neighbouring parishes included in different unions. 

' This means "Gross Estimated Rental." 

K 2 
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tained and entered at the foot of the same,^ and 
shall retain such list for the use of the guardians, 
to be dealt with in the manner provided by the 
thirty-first section of the Union Assessment 
Committee Act, 1862, and shall deliver a fair 
copy of the same to the overseers, signed by the 
three members of the committee who approved 
of the same ; and such copy shall be counter- 
signed by the clerk of the committee, and shall 
be preserved by the overseers, and dealt with 
by them in all respects as the lists made out by 
them would have bee^i dealt with according to 
the law now in force, and it shall not be neces- 
sary for the said committee to cause any other 
copy to be made.^ 

Certified Copies of Valuation Lists rendered 
available whose Original is Lost. 

XXXI. Where any valuation list heretofore 
approved, or the copy hereafter to be made, shall 
be lost, injured,^ or destroyed,^ the overseers of 
the parish to which it relates may apply to the 
cleric of the guardians for a copy of the same ; 



^ This directs that the totals shall be ascertained and entered in each 
separate list ; but it does not require that the totals of a supplemental 
list should be added to the totals in the original list, so as to furnish a 
common or aggregate total. It is, however, very desirable that this 
should be done ; and, indeed, it is absolutely necessary that the ag^e- 
gate totals of the ratable values in the original and all the supplementary 
Usts should be in some way ascertained as the basis for the calculation of 
the common fund contributions. 

' This enactment reverses the practice prescribed by the Act of 1862, 
and directs the committee to keep the original list, and to furnish a cer- 
tified copy to the overseers. See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 23, anU^ and 
s. ^i, ante; and the notes thereon. 

' As to punishment for damage, see 24&25 Vict. c. 97, ss. 51 and 52. 
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and the clerk, upon payment of a reasonable 
compensation, not exceeding three shillings for 
one hundred separate ratable hereditaments, 
shall give such copy, and certify the same to be 
a true copy of the list deposited with the said 
guardians, and such certified copy shall be 
thenceforth available as the original,^ 

Guardians may appoint a Paid Valuer to assist 

the Assessment Committee. 

XXXII. The guardians may, upon the ap- 
plication of the Assessment Committee, after 
notice sent in the manner required by the Union 
Assessment Committee Act, 1862, appoint some 
competent person to assist the committee in the 
valuation of the ratable hereditaments of the 
union for such period as they shall see fit, at a 
salary or other settled remuneration to be paid 
out of the common fund.^ 



•5V 



Provision for the Rating of New Houses or 

Buildings. 

XXXVIII. When any person shall occupy 
any new house or other building in any parish 
where the poor rate is not made under the pro- 



^ See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 23, and the notes thereon. 

' See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 20, ante, and s. 26, ante. Under those 
enactments the valuer is to be appointed by the committee, with the 
consent of the guardians ; but under the above section, he is to be 
appointed by the guardians, on the application of the committee. As to 
the object of this provision, see the remarks in the Poor Law Board's 
Circular of 20th October, 1868, Appendix I., No. 6, ^st. 
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visions of a Local Act,^ which house or building 
was incomplete, or not fit for occupation (or was 
not entered as such in the valuation list in force 
in the parish at the time when the current rate 
for the time being was made), the overseers may 
enter such house or building with the name of 
the occupier thereof and the date of the entry in 
the rate book, and require the occupier to pay 
such amount as according to their judgment 
shall be the proper sum, having due regard to 
the ratable value ^ of such house or buildings 
and the time which shall have elapsed from the 
making of the current rate to the date of such 
entry, and the person so charged shall be con- 
sidered as actually rated from such date, and shall 
be liable to pay the sum assessed in like manner 
and subject to the like penalty of distress, and 
with the like power of appeal,^ as if he had been 
assessed for the same when the rate was made : 
Provided that when the said overseers shall so 
enter the said house or building in the rate book 



^ See 25 8c 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 29, anfe, with regard to parishes under 
Local Acts. The above enactment, it will be observed, applies to all 
other parishes, whether included in a union or not. If the parish be in 
a union, the proviso requires that a supplemental list should be sent to 
the Assessment Committee, where the new house or building was not 
included in the last valuation list. 

' If the house or building was not entered in the last valuation list, it 
seems that the overseers must themselves determine the ratable value, 
according to their own judgment. 

' If the house or building was not entered in the last valuation list, it 
will nevertheless be necessary to give the Assessment Committee (if there 
be one) notice of the appeal, under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. i, anfe; but 
as in that case the rate, so far as the property in question is concerned, 
will not be made **in conformity with the valuation list," it does not 
appear to be requisite, as a condition precedent to the appeal, that the 
appellant should bring an objection before the Assessment Committee — 
the proviso to that enactment being confined to objections against the list.. 
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they shall forward to the Assessment Committee 
of the union comprising such parish, if any such 
there be,^ a supplemental list with reference to 
such house or building, and the same shall be 
dealt with in all respects, and with the like 
incidents and consequences, as a supplemental 
list made by the overseers under section twenty- 
five of "The Union Assessment Committee 
Act, i862."2 



^ See note (^) on preceding page. 

* See 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 25, ante. See also 32 & 33 Vict. c. 41, 
s. 16, by which the 17 Geo. ii. c. 38, s. 12, is repealed. 



136 



32 & 33 Vict. c. 40. 

An Act to exempt from rating Sunday and 

Ragged Schools. 

26th July, 1869. 

Whereas for many yiears and until lately build- 
ings used as Sunday and Ragged Schools for 
gratuitous education enjoyed an exemption from 
poor and other rates, and it is expedient that they 
should be exempted from such liability "} 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

From ^oth Sept. 1869, Sunday and Ragged 
Schools may be Exempted from Rates for 
Relief of Poor ^ &c. 

I. From and after the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember, One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 

^ See Introduction, ante^ pp. 54, 55 ; and 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 36, 
ante. In the above preamble the legislature has expressed an opinion 
that the exemption of these schools from rating is "expedient;" but 
instead of enforcing that view by rendering the exemption compulsory, 
the Act leaves it entirely to the discretion of the local authority, to grant 
such exemption or not, as to the local authority may seem most 
"expedient." It will therefore rest with the local authority in each case 
to decide whether the burden of the tax shall be borne by the remainder 
of the parish or not ; and it may happen that different local authorities 
in the same parish may take different views upon the question, so that 
the same school may be assessed to one rate, and exempted from another, 
within the same district. See Bell v. Crane^ Appendix II., post. 
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nine, every authority having power to impose or 
levy any rate upon the occupier of any building 
or part of a building used exclusively as a Sun- 
day School or Ragged School may^ exempt 
such building or part of a building from any rate 
for any purpose whatever which such authority 
has power to impose or levy: Provided, that 
nothing in this Act contained shall prejudice or 
affect the right of exemption from rating of 
Sunday or Infant Schools, or for the charitable 
education of the poor in any churches, district 
churches, chapels, meeting houses, or other 
premises, or any vestry rooms belonging 
thereto, or any part thereof, by virtue of an Act 
passed in the third and fourth years of the 
reign of King William the Fourth, chapter 
thirty, intituled "An Act to exempt from poor 
and church rates all churches, chapels, and 
other places of religious worship." 

Interpretation of Terms. 

II. A "Sunday School" shall mean any 
school used for giving religious education 
gratuitously to children and young persons on 
Sunday, and on week days for the holding of 
classes and meetings in furtherance of the same 
object, and without pecuniary profit being 
derived therefrom. 

A " Ragged School " shall mean any school 
used for the gratuitous education of children and 
young persons of the poorest classes, and for the 



* See note on preceding page. 
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holding of classes and meetings in furtherance 
of the same object, and without any pecuniary 
benefit being derived therefrom except to the 
teacher or teachers employed. 

Extent of Act. 

III. This Act shall not extend to Ireland. 

Short Title. 

IV. This Act may be cited as the "Sunday 
and Ragged Schools (Exemption from Rating) 
Act, 1869." 
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32 & 33 Vict. c. 41. 

An Act for amending the Law with respect to 
the Rating of Occupiers for short terms, and 
the Making and Collecting of the Poors 
Rate. 

26th July, 1869. 






XIII. Every owner of any hereditament for 
the rates of which he has become liable,^ shall 
have the same right of appeal,^ (subject to the 
same conditions and consequences) against the 
valuation lists and the poor rates, as if he were 
the occupier thereof. 



^ This includes owners who have entered into a voluntary agreement 
to pay the rates under s. 3, as well as owners who are rated under s. 4, 
of the Act, 32 & 33 Vict. c. 41. 

' The "right of appeal" here referred to so far as regards the 
valuation lists, means, apparently, the right of objecting to any valuation 
list before the Assessment Committee, under the provisions of 25 & 26 
Vict. c. 103, s. 17-21, ant€y and 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. I, ante. 
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37 & 38 Vict. c. 54. 

An Act to amend the Law respecting the 
Liability and Valuation of certain Property 
for the Purpose of Rates. 

"jth August, 1874. 

Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows :- 

Short Title. 

\. This Act may be cited as " The Rating 
Act, 1874." 

Extent of Act. 

n. This Act shall not apply to Scotland or 
Ireland. 

Abolition of certain Exemptions from Rating. 

in. Whereas by the Act of the forty-third 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, chapter 
two, intituled "An Act for the relief of the poor," 
it is provided that a poor rate shall be raised in 
every parish by taxation of, amongst other 
persons, every occupier of certain hereditaments 
in such parish ; and it is expedient to extend the 
said Act, and the Acts amending the same 
(which Act and Acts are in this Act referred to 
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as the Poor Rate Acts), to hereditaments other 
than those mentioned in the said Act: Be it 
therefore enacted that — 

From and after the commencement ^ of this 
Act the Poor Rate Acts shall extend to the 
following hereditaments in like manner as if 
they were mentioned in the recited Act of the 
forty-third year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth -^ that is to say, 

I. To land' used for a plantation or a wood 
or for the growth of salable underwood,* 

■^ See s. II infra, 

' See note (^) to s. 14, infra, 

' In the Bill as introduced into the House of Commons, this clause 
stood as follows : — 

"i. To land used for a plantation or a wood, or for the growth 
of salable underwood, or for both such purposes :" 
and the next clause ran in the following terms : — 

'*4. The gross and ratable value of any land used for a plantation 
or a woiod, or for the growth of salable underwood, or for both 
such purposes^ shall be estimated," &c. 

In Committee the words, *^ or for both such purposes ^^ "^ei^ omitted 
in both these clauses ; but their omission does not appear to alter the 
effect of the Act. It will be seen that s. 4, subsection (^), and s. 5, 
provide expressly for the case of land which is used ** both for a planta- 
tion or wood, and for the growth of salable underwood " ; and that 
s. 12 employs the expression, "for both such purposes." It is clear, 
therefore, that such land is now liable to be rated, though it is left to 
the discretion of the assessment committee in each case to determine 
whether it shall be assessed in respect of the wood or plantation only, 
or in respect of the salable underwood only. The committee may 
assess it in respect of its value for one purpose only, or in respect of its 
value for the other purpose only, but it must be assessed in respect of 
one or the other. 

^ See s. 14, by which so much of the 43 Eliz., c. 2, s. I, as relates to 
the taxation of an occupier of salable imderwoods is repealed. Under 
the Act of Elizabeth the salable underwood was ratable as such, and 
not as increasing the value of the land on which it grew. Under the 
present Act the reverse will be the case ; the salable underwood will no 
longer be ratable as such, but the land on which it grows will be the 
subject of assessment. This is an important distinction in itself; 
though its effect under the present Act is greatly modified by the special 
provisions of s. 4. It places the underwoods on the same legal footing 
as the woods, and this was no doubt done with a view to meet the 
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and not subject to any right of com- 
mon ;^ 

2. To rights^ of fowling, of shooting, of 

taking or killing game or rabbits, and of 
fishing, when severed from the occupa- 
tion of the land ;^ and 

3. To mines of every kind not mentioned in 

the recited Act* 

Valuation of Land used as Plantation, &c. 

IV. The gross and ratable value of any land 
used for a plantation or a wood, or for the 
growth of salable underwood, shall be estimated 
as follows: 

{a.) If the land is used only for a plantation 
or a wood, the value shall be estimated 

<lifficulty which arises with respect to the assessment of woods, 
whether natural or planted, which are not underwoods. The assess- 
ment committee will not be called upon to value either the woods or 
the underwoods as such, but to estimate the value of the land used for 
their growth ; and this estimate is to be made in accordance with the 
directions in s. 4. (See the notes thereon.) 

* Hence, wood land which is subject to any right of conmion will not 
be liable to be rated. 

* These are subsequently referred to in the Act as " rights of sport- 
ing " ; see s. 6 (^), infra. 

' As to the valuation and assessment of these rights, see s. 6, infra, 

* As to mines in which the royalty or dues are reserved in kind, 
see s. 13, infra ; and as to the valuation and assessment of tin, lead, 
and copper mines, see s. 7, infra. Mines which are not tin, lead, or 
•copper mines will be ratable in the same manner or on the same 
principles as coal mines. Under the Statute of Elizabeth, "coal 
mines," are ratable as such ; and as that provision is now extended to 
** mines of every kind not mentioned in the recited Act," these mines 
become ratable like coal mines, except as regards tin, lead, and copper 
mines, for which special provision is made in s. 7. It may be observed 
that quarries have always been ratable ; and the distinction between a 
mine and a quarry is not in the nature of the material which is got, but 
in the mode of getting it. In a quarry, the mineral, stone, or other 
material is taken from the surface ; in a mine, it is obtained by excava- 
tions underground. 
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as if the land instead of being a plantation 
or a wood^ were let and occupied in its 
natural and unimproved state : ^ 

^ It will be observed that in this case the land is not to be valued 

according to its value for the purpose for which it is used, t.^., for a 

plantation or wood ; but upon a different, and quite exceptional principle. 

The principle upon which all property ratable under the Act of Elizabeth 

is assessed to the poor rate is that of ascertaining its value to let for the 

purpose for which it is actually used ; but in the present instance that 

principle has been set aside, and a different rule has been laid down, 

which it will rest with the assessment committees, in the exercise of their 

judgment, to apply to the circumstances of each particular case. The 

land is not to be valued necessarily in accordance with the value of 

adjoining land, which, though of the same natural quality, may have 

been improved in various ways, but it is to be regarded **in its natural 

and unimproved state," and valued as if the wood were not there. The 

result is somewhat remarkable. The land used for a wood or plantation 

is to be rated ; but it is to be valued as if it were not used for a wood or 

plantation. In many cases the value, determined with reference to the 

** natural and unimproved state " of the land, may not perhaps be of any 

^reat amount. The rule thus established wa» no doubt suggested by the 

difficulty of ascertaining the yearly value of a timber tree which is 

Rowing ; though the difficulty does not seem to apply with equal force 

to the case of land which may be let for the purpose of growing timber 

trees. In Scotland, the rule, though somewhat similar, is not precisely 

the same. Under the "Act for the Valuation of Lands and Heritages 

in Scotland" (17 & i8 Vict. c. 91), the subjects of assessment are 

"lands and heritages,* which by the interpretation clause (s. 42) are 

defined to include, amongst other things, "woods, copse, and underwood 

from which revenue is actually derived ; " and the rule for the valuation 

(s. 6) is as follows: — "In estimating the yearly value of lands and 

heritages under this Act, the same shall be taken to be the rent at which 

one year with another, such lands and heritages might in their actual 

state be reasonably expected to let from year to year ; and where such 

lands and heritages consist of woods, copse, or underwood, the yearly 

value of the same shall be taken to be the rent at which such lands and 

heritages might in their natural state be reasonably expected to let firom 

year to year as pasture or grazing lands." See Earl of Westmoreland v» 

Southwick, Appendix II., posU 

^ A question has arisen as to whether, in valuing land which is used 
only for a plantation or a wood, the value of any rights of sporting which 
may be exercised over such land can be taken into account. If such 
rights are severed or separated from the occupation of the land, they will 
be ratable under the provisions of s. 3, supra^ and s. 6, infra ; but if 
they are not so severed, or in other words, if they are exercised by the 
person who is the occupier of the wood land, the case will be different. 
In that case, it is contended, the value of the wood land must be limited 
by the express terms of the enactment, so that nothing can be included 
beyond the mere value of the land as land in its natural and unimproved 
state. On the other hand, the better opinion appears to be, that this 
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(6.) If the land is used for the growth of 
salable underwood, the value shall be 
estimated as if the land were let for that 
purpose '} 

(c.) If the land is used both for a plantation 
or a wood and for the growth of salable 
underwood, the value shall be estimated 



limitation of the value merely applies in so far as the land is used only 
for a plantation or a wood, and does not exclude the consideration 
of adventitious advantages, such as the rights of sporting. Under 
s. 3, supra, such lands are liable to be rated as if they were men- 
tioned in the 43rd Eliz., c. 2; and under that Act, and the other 
Poor Rate Acts, the ratable value would be enhanced by the value 
of the rights of sporting, if not severed from the occupation. This 
is clear, from the decisions of the Court of Queen's bench, in R, v. 
Williams, and R, v. the Battle Union, in which it was laid down "that 
where the two things («.^., the right to game and the occupation of the 
land) are united in the same person, the right to game must be taken as 
an element in arriving at the ratable value of the occupation." If» 
therefore, the question depended solely upon s. 3 of the present Act, 
there could be no doubt that in such a case the value of the sporting 
should be included in the ratable value of the wood land, as enhancing 
the value of the occupation ; and it does not appear that the terms of 
s. 4 {a) make any difference in this respect. Under that provision (which 
must be regarded as a proviso to s. 3), the value of the land, so far as it 
is used only for a plantation or wood, is to be ascertained in a particular 
manner ; but the principles of assessment under the Act of Elizabeth, 
and the other Poor Rate Acts, are not otherwise interfered with. If so, 
the value of the unsevered rights of sporting must be added to the 
estimated value of the land in its natural and unimproved state, in order 
to'arrive at the full ratable value. 

^ This will practically leave the assessment the same as before. 
Although the salable underwoods are no longer to be rated as such (see 
note (*) to s. 3, supra, p. 141), yet as the land is to be rated as if it were let 
for the growth of such underwoods only, the result as regards the value 
will be the same ; see note to s. 14, infra, A question has been 
raised with regard to the valuation of unsevered rights of sporting in 
connection with the occupation of land used for the growth of salable 
underwood, similar to the one discussed in the preceding note, with 
reference to land used for a plantation or wood. There seems, how- 
ever, to be no ground for such a question ; inasmuch as there is no 
express limitation or restriction as regards the valuation of land used for 
salable underwood, and the doubt suggested in the case of wood land to 
which such a limitation or restriction applies, will therefore not extend 
to the case of land used for salable underwood, which is clearly to be 
valued according to the ordinary principles of assessment under the 
Poor Rate Acts. 
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either as if the land were used only for 
a plantation or a wood, or as if the land 
were used only for the growth of the 
salable underwood growing thereon, as 
the assessment committee may deter- 
mine.^ 

Deduction of Rate by Tenant of Plantation^ &c. 

V. Wherie the ratable value of any land used 
for a plantation or a wood, or both for a planta- 
tion or wood and for the growth of salable 
underwood, is increased by reason of the same 
being estimated in accordance with this Act, 
the occupier of that land under any lease or 
agreement made before the commencement^ 
of this Act, may, during the continuance of 
the lease or agreement, deduct^ from his rent 
any poor or other local rate,* or any portion 
thereof, which is paid by him in respect of 
such increase of ratable value, and every as- 
sessment committee,^ on the application of 
such occupier, shall certify in the valuation list^ 



^ See note (') to s. 3, p. 141. The land is not to be assessed in 
respect of its value for both purposes, but only one ; and that one is to 
l)e selected in each case by the Assessment Committee. If the com- 
mittee value the land with reference to the salable underwood growing 
thereon, the wood or plantation must be disregarded ; and if, on the 
other hand, the committee value the land as if it were used only for a 
plantation or wood, the salable underwood growing thereon must be 
disregarded, and the whole of the land must be valued according to the 
<lirections of sub-section (a) ; that is to say, as if it were let and 
occupied in its natural and unimproved state. 

2 See s. 1 1, infra, 

' See also s. 9, infra, 

* See s. lo and s. 15, infra, 

* See s. 15, infra, 

L 



146 The Rating Act, 1874. 

or otherwise^ the fact and amount of such 
increase.^ 

Valuation and Rating of Rights of Shootings &c. 

VI. (1.) Where any right of fowling, or of 
shooting, or of taking or killing game or rabbits, 
or of fishing (hereinafter referred to as a right 
of sporting) is severed ^ from the occupation of 
the land and is not let, and the owner* 
of such right receives rent for the land, the 
said right shall not be separately valued or rated, 
but the gross ^ and ratable value of the land shall 
be estimated as if the said right were not 
severed ; and in such case if the ratable value 
is increased by reason of its being so estimated, 

■^ As this certificate will be required by the occupier to support the 
deduction from his rent, he will probably apply to the assessment 
committee, in most cases, to give it in a separate document. The 
application is not to be made to the overseers, but to the committee, 
who are to give the certificate. 

• This clause does not provide for the cases — which, however, are 
probably few — where the owner of copyhold lands cannot cut down the 
trees without the permission of the lord of the manor, to whom a 
proportion (say one-third) of the value of the limber may also belong. 
In such cases the coj)yholder, if charged with the rate in respect of the 
wood land, will not be entitled to recover any part of it from the lord. 
It may be observed, however, that although the lord may have a right 
to the timber, he cannot enter upon the land to cut it without the 
consent of the copyholder, for he would be a trespasser if he attempted 
to do so ; and the copyholder will be able to make his consent 
dependent upon a proportionate contribution by the lord towards the 
rates. Moreover, in case of enfranchisement, the rates may not im- 
properly be taken into account ; and where the fines are not fixed, the 
copyholder can make the rates an element in negotiating the amount. 

^ In this section, sub-section (i) provides for the case where the land 
is let and the right of sporting is not let (see Rogers v. SU Germans 
Union f Appendix 11,, post); sub-section (2) for the case where the right 
of sporting is let, being severed or separated from the occupation of 
the land. As to rights of fishing, see R, v. Ellis, i M. & S. 652. 

*. See the definition of "owner," for the purposes of this section, in 
sub-section (4). 

* See s. 15, infra 



37 & 38 Vict. c. 54. i47 

but not otherwise, the occupier of the land may 
(unless he has specifically contracted to pay such 
rate in the event of an increase) deduct from his 
rent such portion of any poor or other local rate^ 
as is paid by him in respect of such increase ; and 
every assessment committee,^ on the application 
of the occupier, shall certify in the valuation 
list^ or otherwise^ the fact and amount of such 
increase. 

(2.) Where any right of sporting, when 
severed from the occupation of the land, is let, 
either the owner* or the lessee thereof, accord- 
ing as the persons making the rate determine, 
may be rated as the occupier thereof.^ 

(3.) Subject to the foregoing provisions of 
this section the owner* of any right of sporting, 
when severed from the occupation of the land, 
may be rated as the occupier thereof.^ 

(4) For the purposes of this section, the 
person who, if the right of sporting is not let, is 
entitled to exercise the right, or who, if the right 
is let, is entitled to receive the rent for the same, 
shall be deemed to be the owner of the right. 



^ See s. 10 and s. 15, infra, ^ See s. 1 5, infra, 

• See note (^) to s. 5, stipra^ p. 146. * See note (*) on preceding page. 

• Where land belonging to the Crown is not let, but the sporting over 
it is let, the right of sporting, being thus severed from the occupation of 
the land, is ratable under the express terms of s. 3 of the Act ; but the 
Crown, not being expressly named in the Act, cannot be rated under it. 
Consequently the overseers or other persons making the rate cannot, in 
-such a case, exercise the option given by the clause, and it seems to 
follow that the lessee of the right of sporting must necessarily be rated. 
It will be observed that this option rests with the persons making the 
rate, and not with the assessment committee. 

• This clause will meet the cases of free warren and free fishery, and 
other cases in which the owner of the right of sporting may be neither 
ihe owner nor the occupier of the land. 

L 2 
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Gross and Ratable Valtie of Tin, Lead, and 

Copper Mines. 

VII. Where a tin, lead, or copper mine^ 
is occupied under a lease or leases^ granted 
without fine ^ on a reservation wholly or partly 
of dues 2 or rent, the gross value ^ of the mine ^ 
shall be taken to be the annual amount of the 
whole of the dues ^ payable in respect thereof 
during the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December * preceding the date at which the 
valuation list^ is made, in addition to the annual 
amount of any fixed rent reserved for the same 
which may not be paid or satisfied by such 
dues.^ 

The ratable annual value of such mine ^ shall 
be the same as the gross value ^ thereof, except 
that where the person receiving the dues ^ or 
rent is liable for repairs, insurance, or other 
expenses necessary to maintain the mine^ in a 
state to command the annual amount of dues^ 



^ This special provision as to the mode of rating is confined to tin, 
lead, and copper mines. For the definition of the word "mine," see 
the last clause of this section. As to the valuation of other mines made 
ratable by this Act, see note {*) to s. 3, supra, p. 142. 

' See the last clause of this section. 

' See s. 15, infra. 

* This date appears to have reference to the provisions of the 
"Metalliferous Mmes Regulation Act, 1872" (35 & 36 Vict. c. 77), 
which enacts (in s. 10) as follows: — "On or before the first day of 
August in every year the owner or agent of every mine to which this Act 
applies shall send to the inspector of the district, on behalf of a Secretary 
of State, a correct return, specifjring, with respect to the year ending on 
the preceding 31st day of Deceml^r, the quantity of mineral sold or 

produced from such mine ; provided that in any mine 

where not more than twelve persons are employed underground, the 
returns specifying the quantity of mineral sold or produced from such 
mine shall be made by the barmaster or other o'fHcer, if any, employed 
to collect the dues or royalty." 
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or rent, the average annual cost of the repairs, 
insurance, and other expenses for which he is so 
liable shall be deducted from the gross value -^ 
for the purpose of calculating the ratable value. 
In the following cases, namely, — 
(i.) Where any such mine^ is occupied under 
a lease* granted wholly or partly on a 
fine ;* and 
(2.) Where any such mine^ is occupied and 

worked by the owner; and 
(3.) In the case of any other such mine^ 
which is not excepted from the provi- 
sions of this Act* and to which the 
foregoing provisions of this section do 
not apply ; 
the gross and ratable annual value ^ of the mine *-* 
^hall be taken to be the annual amount of the 
dues* or dues* and rent at which the mine^ 
might be reasonably expected to let without 
fine* on a lease* of the ordinary duration, 
according to the usage of the country, if the 
tenant undertook to pay all tenant's rates and 
taxes and tithe rentcharge, and also the repairs, 
insurance, and other expenses necessary to 
maintain the mine^ in a state to command such 
annual amount of dues* or dues* and rent. 

The purser, secretary, and chief managing 
agent for the time being of any tin, lead, or 
copper mine,^ or any of them, may, if the 
overseers or other rating authority think fit, be 
rated as the occupier thereof. 

• _^ 

^ See s. 15, infra, 2 cj^g ^ote (*) on preceding page. 

^ See the last clause of this section. * See s. 13, infra. 
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In this section — 

The term "mine," when a mine is occupied 
under a lease,^ includes the underground 
workings and the engines, machinery,, 
workshops, tramways, and other plants 
buildings (not being dwelling-houses),, 
and works and surface of land occupied 
in connexion with and for the purposes 
of the mine, and situate within the 
boundaries of the land comprised in the 
lease or leases^ under which the dues^ or 
dues^ and rent are payable or reserved : 

The term " dues " means dues, royalty, or 
toll, either in money or partly in money 
and partly in kind ; and the amount of 
dues which are reserved in kind means 
the value of such dues : 

The term "lease" means lease or sett, or 
licence to work, or agreement for a lease 
or sett or licence to work : 

The term " fine " means fine, premium, or 
foregift, or other payment or considera- 
tion in the nature thereof. 

Deduction of Rate by Tefiant of Mine. 

VI 1 1. Where any poor or other local rate^ 
which at the commencement* of this Act any 
lessee, licensee, or grantee of a mine is exempt 
from being rated to in respect of such mine, be- 
comes payable by him in respect of such mine 

^ See the subsequent paragraphs of this clause. See also SnaUbeach 
Mini Company v. Farden Union ^ Appendix II., po^t, 
' See s. 10, and s. 15, infra. 
• See s. II, infra » 
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during the continuance of his lease, grant or 
licence, or before the arrival of the period at 
which the amount of the rent, royalty, or dues 
is liable to revision or re-adjustment, he may 
(unless he has specifically contracted to pay such 
rate in the event of the abolition of the said ex- 
emption^) deduct^ from any rent, royalty or dues 
payable by him one half of any such rate paid 
by him ; 

Provided that he shall not deduct^ any sum 
exceeding what one half of the rate in the 
pound of such poor or other local rate^ would 
amount to if calculated upon the rent, royalty, 
or dues so payable by him. 

General Provision as to Deduction of Rates. 

IX. Where any occupier, lessee, licensee, 
grantee, or other person is authorised by this 
Act to deduct* any rate or sum in respect of a 
rate from any rent, royalty, or dues payable by 
him, then — 

(i.) Any payment so authorised to be de- 
ducted shall be a good discharge for 
such amount of rent, royalty, or dues as 
is equal to the amount of such payment, 
and shall be allowed accordingly. 
(2.) Any payment so authorised to be de- 
ducted may be recovered as an ordinary 

I - ■■ n * 

^ See Duke of Devonshire v. Barrow HcemaHte Steel Company^ 46 
L. J. n.s. M. C. 96 and 435 ; L. R. 2 Q. B. D. 286 ; also Chaloner v, 
BolckoWj L. R. 3, App. Cas. 933. 

* See also s. 9, infra, 

' See s. 10, and s. 15, infra 

■* See s. 5, and s. 8, supra. 
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debt from the person to whom the rent, 
royalty, or dues may be payable. 
(3). The person receiving the rent, royalty, or 
dues shall have the same right of appeal 
and objection with reference to the rate 
and to the valuation of the hereditament 
in respect of which the rate is payable 
as he would have if he were the occupier 
of such hereditament. 

Liability of Property to Local Rates as well as 

Poor Rates. 

X. After the commencement of this Act^ 
the hereditaments to which the Poor Rate Acts 
are extended by this Act,^ and which are thus 
made ratable to the relief of the poor, shall be 
ratable to all local rates^ in like manner as if the 
Poor Rate Acts had always extended to such 
hereditaments. 

Commencement of Act. 

XL This Act, for the purpose of enabling 
any hereditament to be included in or omitted 
from or valued for the purposes of a valuation 
list or a supplemental or provisional valuation 
list which will come into force after* the sixth 

* See s. II, infra, 

* See s. 3, supra, 
' See s. 15, infra, 

* It will be seen that by the terms of this section the Act came into 
operation at once, so far as to enable the overseers and the assessment 
committees to include the properties in question in the valuation lists, or 
to get them valued for that purpose, although as regards mines under 
s. 7, the provisions as to the 31st December required to be borne in 
mind. Mo valuation list, however, in which such properties might be 
included would come into force until after the 6th April, 1875. '^c 
practical result seemed to be, that steps might be taken to value these 
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day of April One thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-five, shall come into operation on the 
passing thereof ; but save as aforesaid, or as is 
otherwise expressly provided by this Act, shall 
come into operation on^ the sixth day of April 
One thousand eight hundred and seventy-five ; 
and the expression "commencement of this Act" 
shall in this Act be construed accordingly. 

^s to Provisions of Sanitary Acts as defined by 

35 c5^ 36 Vict. c. 79. 

XII. The provisions of the Sanitary Acts, as 
defined by the Public Health Act, 1872,2 with 
respect to any special assessment of wood lands 
for the purpose of any rate under those Acts 
shall be deemed to extend to and include land 
used for a plantation or a wood, or for the 
growth of salable underwood, or for both such 
purposes, and made ratable by this Act to the 
poor rate. 



properties so that they might be included in valuation lists, which, subject 
to the approval of the assessment committees, would come into force after 
the 6th April, 1875. The overseers might include them in a supplemental 
list under s. 25 of 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, which enabled the overseers to 
prepare such a list "when and so often as any property not included in 
the valuation list in force in any parish becomes ratable ; ** as the 
properties in question had become ratable by virtue of the present Act. 
If, however, the overseers did not take this step, the assessment com- 
mittee might proceed in accordance with s. 26 of the 25 & 26 Vict, c. 103 ; 
or the overseers, if they desired it, could obtain a valuation of the proper- 
ties to be rated, with the consent of the assessment committee, under s. 7 
of the 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39. As regards the contributions to the common 
fimd, it may be observed that if the guardians made their orders on the 
overseers before the 6th of April, such orders must have been based 
upon the valuation lists then in force, which would not include the pro- 
perties in question ; but if they made their orders after the 6th of April, 
these properties would be included. 

* See now the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55), by 
which the Public Health Act, 1872, was repealed. 
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Saving as to Mine where Dues payable hi Kind. 

XIII. Nothing in this Act shall apply to a 
mine of which the royalty or dues are for the 
time being wholly reserved in kind, or to the 
owner or occupier thereof.^ 

R^eal of ^2) Eliz, c. 2, as to Salable Underwood, 

XIV. So much of the Act of the forty-third 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, chapter 
two, intituled ''An Act for the relief of the poor," 
as relates to the taxation of an occupier of 
salable underwoods is hereby repealed as from 
the date at which the provisions of this Act with 
respect to the taxation of occupiers of land used 
for the growth of salable underwood come into 
operation '? 



* See s. 3, supra. Where the royalty or clues are wholly reserved in 
kind, the rating will continue as before (see R. v. St. Austell, 5 B. & A. 
693) ; and will not be affected by the present Act (see Van Mining- 
Company v. Llanidloes, Appendix II, post) ; but where they are paid 
partly in kind and partly in money, the mine will be ratable under the 
provisions of the present Act (see s. 7, supra). 

* See note (*) to s. 3, supra, and see also s. 11. supra. This change 
seems to have been made in order to place salable underwoods and other 
woods on the same legal footing as regards ratability ; but the practical 
effect in that respect is to a great extent neutralized by the special mode 
of valuing wood land which is prescribed by s. 4, sub-section {a). The 
land used for the growth of salable underwood is to be valued with 
due regard to the purpose for which it is occupied, but the land used for 
a plantation or wood is to be valued as if it were let and occupied in its 
natural and unimproved state. (See notes on s. 4, supra.) 

The well-known clause in s. i of the 43 Eliz. c. 2, must in future be 
read as if the words "salable underwoods" were omitted, and the 
descriptions of the properties mentioned in s. 3 of the present Act were 
inserted. The original clause refers to "every occupier of lands, 
houses, tithes impropriate or propriations of tithes, coal mines and 
salable underwoods, in the said parish ;" but it seems that it must 
hereafter be read as if it ran as follows: — " Every occupier of lands, 
including land used for a plantation or a wood, or for the growth of 



Provided that this repeal shall not affect any- 
thing duly done or suffered before the said date, 
or any right acquired or liability accrued before 
the Said date, or any legal proceeding or remedy 
in respect of any such right or liability, and 
every such legal proceeding or remedy may be 
carried on and enforced in like manner as if this, 
repeal had not been enacted. 

Definitions of Terms} 

XV. In this Act, unless the context other- 
wise requires, — 

The term "gross value" has the same mean- 
ing as gross estimated rental in the Union 
Assessment Committee Act, 1862 :^ 

The term "local rate" means any county rate, 
borough rate, highway rate, and other local 
rate leviable upon property ratable to the 
relief of the poor : 

The term "valuation list" means, as regards, 
any parish or place for which there is na 
valuation list, the poor rate : 

The term "assessment committee" means, in 
relation to any parish or place where there 
is no assessment committee, the persons 
having power to make and assess the poor 
rate in such parish or place. 



salable underwood, and not subject to any right of common ; of houses ; 
of tithes impropriate or propriations of tithes ; of mines of every kind % 
and of rights of fowling, of shooting, of taking or killing game or- 
rabbits, and of fishing, when severed from the occupation of the land.*' 
* See s. 1 5 of 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, ante. 
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INTERPRETATION CLAUSE, 
4 & 5 Wm. IV. c. 76, s. 109.^ 

CIX. And be it further enacted, that in the 
•construction of this Act the word ^'auditor'' 
shall be construed to mean and include every 
person, other than justices of the peace acting 
in virtue of their office, appointed or empowered 
to audit, control, examine, allow, or disallow the 
accounts of any guardian, overseer, or vestry- 
man relating to the receipt or expenditure of the 
poor rate; the words ''general rule^' shall be 
construed to mean any rule relating to the 
management of the poor, or to the exection of 
this Act, which shall at the time of issuing the 
same be addressed by the said commissioners 
to more than one union, or to more parishes 
or places than one not forming a union, or not 
to be formed into, or added to, a union under 
or by virtue of such rule ; the word ''gtuirdian " 
shall be construed to mean and include any 
visitor, governor, director, manager, acting 
guardian, vestryman, or other officer in a parish 
or union, appointed or entitled to act as a 
manager of the poor, and in the distribution or 
ordering of the relief to the poor from the poor 
rate, under any general or local Act of Parlia- 

^ See also 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. i, an^g, and 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39 
s. 12, afffe; and 37 & 38 Vicl. c. 54 s. 15, nn/f. 
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ment ; the words ^^ justice or justices of the 
peace " shall be construed to include justices of 
the peace of any county, division of a county, 
riding, borough, liberty, division of a liberty,, 
precinct, county of a city, county of a town, 
cinque port, or town corporate, unless where 
otherwise provided by this Act; the word 
"oat/i'' shall be construed to include the 
affirmation of a Quaker, Separatist, or 
Moravian ; the words ''orders and regulations'' 
shall be construed to mean and include any 
rule, order, regulation, or by-law relating to the 
management or relief of the poor, or the 
execution of this Act, which at the time of 
issuing the same shall be addressed, directed, or 
applied to any one parish or union, or to any num- 
ber of parishes which have been, or by virtue of 
any order shall be, constituted a union, or added 
to a union ; the word *' officer'* shall be construed 
to extend to any clergyman, schoolmaster, 
person duly licensed to practise as a medical 
man, vestry clerk, treasurer, collector, assistant 
overseer, governor, master or mistress of a 
workhouse, or any other person who shall be 
employed in any parish or union in carrying this. 
Act, or the laws for the relief of the poor into 
execution, and whether performing one or more 
of the above-mentioned functions ; the word 
'* overseer" shall be construed to mean and 
include overseers of the poor, churchwardens, 
so far as they are authorized or required by law 
to act in the management or relief of the poor, 
or in the collection or distribution of the poor 



158 Interpretation Clause. 

rate, assistant overseer, or any other subordinate 
officer, whether paid or unpaid, in any parish or 
union, who shall be employed therein in carrying 
this Act, or the laws for the relief of the poor 
into execution ; the word " owner'' shall be con- 
strued to include any person for the time being 
in the actual occupation of any property ratable 
to the relief of the poor, and not let to him at 
rack rent, or any person receiving the rack rent 
of any such property, either on his own account, 
or as mortgagee or other incumbrancer in 
possession ; and the words " rack rent " shall be 
construed to mean any rent which shall not be 
less than two-thirds of the full improved net 
annual value of any property; the word ''parish^' 
shall be construed to include any parish, city, 
borough, town, township, liberty, precinct, vill, 
village, hamlet, tithing, chapelry, or any other 
place, or division, or district of a place, maintain- 
ing its own poor, whether parochial or extra- 
parochial ; the word ''person " shall be con- 
strued to include any body politic, corporate, or 
•collegiate, aggregate or sole, as well as any 
individual ; the word ^'poor'* shall be construed 
to include any pauper, or poor or indigent 
person applying for, or receiving relief from the 
poor rate in England or Wales, or chargeable 
thereto ; the Words " Poor Lawl' or *' Laws 
for the Relief of the Poor,'' shall be construed to 
include every Act of Parliament for the time 
being in force for the relief or managment of the 
poor, or relating to the execution of the same, 
or the administration of such relief; the words 
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*' poor rate ^^ shsXX be construed to include any 
rate, rate in aid, mulct, cess, assessment, collec- 
tion, levy, ley, subscription, or contribution 
raised, assessed, imposed, levied, collected, or 
disbursed for the relief of the poor in any 
parish or union ; that the words ^'general 
qtuirter sessions^' shall extend to, and be con- 
strued to include, general or quarter sessions, 
or adjournment thereof, for any county, division 
of a county, riding, borough, liberty, division of 
a liberty, precinct, county of a city, city, county 
of a town, cinque port, or town corporate, 
unless where otherwise provided by this Act ; 
the word " union " shall be construed to include 
any number of parishes united for any purpose 
whatever under the provisions of this Act or 
incorporated under the said Act, made and 
passed in the twenty-second year of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled ^^An 
Act for the better Relief and Employment of the 
Poorl' or incorporated for the relief or mainten- 
ance of the Poor under any Local Act ; the 
words " united workhouse'' shall be construed to 
mean and include any workhouse of a union ; 
the word " vestry " shall be construed to mean 
any open, customary, or select vestry, or any 
meeting of inhabitants convened by any notice 
such as would have been required for the 
assembling of a meeting in vestry, at which 
meeting any business relating to the poor or the 
poor rate shall be transacted or taken into 
consideration, so far as such business is con- 
cerned ; the word " workhouse " shall be con- 
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strued to include any house in which the poor 
of any parish or union shall be lodged and 
mairitained, or any house or building pur- 
chased, erected, hired, or used at the expense 
of the poor rate, by any parish, vestry, or 
guardian, overseer, for the reception, employ- 
ment, classification, or relief of any poor person 
therein at the expense of such parish; and 
wherever in this Act, in describing any person 
or party, matter or thing, the word importing 
the singular number or the masculine gender^ 
only is used, the same shall be understood ta 
include, and shall be applied to several persons 
or parties, as well as one person or party, and 
females as well as males, and several matters 
or things as well as one matter or thing, 
respectively, unless there be something in the 
subject or context repugnant to such con- 
struction. 
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APPENDIX I. 
Instructional Letters issued by the Poor Law Board. 



I. IjEfTi'E.K from the Poor Law Board on the meaning of 
the term " Gross Estimated Rental." 

The following letter was published in * Knight's Official 
Advertiser/ No. 85, November 15, 1862, with the sub- 
joined remarks : — 

" The statute requires that the valuation list to be pre- 
pared by the overseers shall show the * Gross Estimated 
Rental ' of the several ratable hereditaments in the parish, 
and as in different districts a great diversity of practice has 
prevailed in calculating the * Gross Estimated Rental,' the 
Poor Law Board have been applied to for their opinion as to 
the course to be adopted for ascertaining it. We have been 
favoured with a copy of the Board's reply, which will be 
useful as a guide to overseers and assessment committees 
generally. The letter is as follows : — 

"Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
^^ November, 1862. 

" Sir, — I am directed by the Poor Law Board to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th ult., requesting 
the advice of the Board as to the method which should be 

adopted by the Assessment Committee of the Union for 

ascertaining the correct amount to be inserted in the column 
headed * Gross Estimated Rental' in the valuation lists. 

" The Board desire me, in the first place, to direct your 
attention to the passage in their circular of the 17 th ultimo, 
in which they pointed out that the definition of the term in 
question supplied by the 15th Section of the 25 & 26 Vict. 
c. 103, requires that the Gross Estimated Rental * shall be 
the rent at which the hereditament might reasonably be 
expected to let from year to year, free of all usual tenant's 
rates and taxes and tithe commutation rentcharge if any.' 

" In the circular which the Board issued on the 9th Ma)', 
1859, with respect to the rating of tithe-rentcharge, they 
stated that they had consulted the law officers of the crown 

M 
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(consisting at that time of Sir Fitzroy Kelly, as Attorney- 
General, and Sir Hugh Cairns, as Solicitor-General), and 
Mr. Tomlinson, who expressed their opinion in the follow- 
ing terms with reference to the Parochial Assessment Act, 
6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96 : — 

" * We understand by Gross Estimated Rental mentioned 
in the schedule to the Parochial Assessment Act, the rent 
at which the property might be expected to be let free of 
tenant's rates and taxes and tithe commutation rentcharge, 
the tenant taking these burthens upon himself^ and we suppose 
that in practice the column is usually filled up so far as 
regards corporeal hereditaments with figures expressing or 
approximating to the conventional or rack rent, on a 
tenancy from year to year. After making the deduction 
therefrom of average repairs, &c., the ratable value of such 
property is arrived at' 

" It appears to the Board to be most advisable that the 
opinion thus expressed by those eminent counsel should be 
adopted and followed by the overseers and the Assessment 
Committees in canying into effect the provisions of the 
25 & 26 Vict c. 103. 

" In accordance with that opinion (from which it will be 
observed that the word ^free* must be considered as referring 
to ^ rent^ and not to 'hereditament' as its antecedent) the. 
sum to be entered in the column headed *• Gross Estimated 
Rental ' in the valuation lists will be the amount of ' the rent 
at which the property might be expected to let free of 
tenant's rates and taxes and tithe commutation rentcharge, 
the tenant taking these burthens upon himself^ so that the 
column will be filled up with figures *' expressing or approxi- 
mating to the conventional or rack rent on a tenancy fix)m 
year to year.' 

"If this be done the * Ratable Value' will be readily 
deduced from the ' Gross Estimated Rental ' by deducting 
the cost of repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, it 
any, necessary to maintain the property in a state to com- 
mand the same rent 

" I am, etc., 
" (Signed) C GILPIN, 

** Secretary. 
** llu Clerk to the Assessment Commi'.tee,^^ 
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2. Circular issued by the Poor Law Board on the subject 
of the UnionJ Assessment Committee Act, 1862 
(25[& 26 Vict. c. J 03). 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
^ 17M October^ 1862. 

The Poor Law Board, in pursuance of their Letter of 
the 29th August last, have directed me to make the follow- 
ing communication to the Guardians on the subject of the 
Union Assessment Committee Act of the last Session. 

The object of the Act is stated in the preamble to be "the 
making more effectual provision for securing uniform and 
correct Valuations of Parishes in the Unions of England/' 

To effect this object, the settling of the valuation of 
parishes for assessment of the Poor Rate is confided to a 
Committee of Guardians to be appointed for every Union. 

Accordingly, the Act provides that the Board of 
Guardians in every Union formed under the 4 & 5 Wm. iv. 
c. 76, shall appoint a Committee from themselves, to be 
called " the Assessment Committee of the Union," for the 
investigation and supervision of the valuations of the 
parishes of such Union. 

The appointment, in the first instance, is to be made as 
soon as convenient after the passing of the Act, and after- 
wards at the first meeting of the Guardians after the election 
in each year. 

The number of the members must be not less than six and 
not more than twelve, and they are to consist of ex-o/jkio 
and elected Guardians, with one-third at least of the former, 
if the adequate number of ex-officio Guardians exist in the 
Union. 

There is, therefore, considerable latitude given to the 
Guardians, and they must exercise their judgment carefully 
in this respect, giving due attention to the state of their 
Union, as regards the number of parishes comprised 
therein. The Committee should not be too laige, else the 
attendance will be frequently slack ; nor too small, other- 
wise the work will not be done at all, or done improperly. 

M 2 
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Special provision is made for Unions which are conter- 
minous with municipal boroughs. 

If at the annual meeting the Guardians neglect or are 
prevented from making the appointment, the Poor Law 
Board are required to appoint some other day for that 
purpose. Sec 4. 

Provision is made for the supply of vacancies, and for the 
power of the Committee during the same. Sees. 5 & 6. 

The authority of the Committee is to extend over every 
parish comprised in the Union. Sec 7. 

The Board of Guardians are to fix the day of the first 
meeting of the Committee ; but the Committee are to fix the 
times and places of their subsequent meetings, and at these 
meetings any Guardian of the Union may be present, though 
he will not be entitled to take part in the proceedings. 

The quorum of the meetings is fixed at not less than 
three members, and not less than one-third of the whole 
number. Sec. 9. 

The Committee are required to employ the clerk or 
assistant-clerk of the Board of Guardians as their clerk, 
with such remuneration for his services as the Poor Law 
Board shall sanction. Sec 10. 

Upon this provision the Board will remark, that as it is 
quite impossible to determine what amount of labour will 
be imposed upon the clerk, it is not desirable to fix any 
sum as his remuneration at the present time. The Board 
will postpone their decision upon any proposition which 
shall be made to them until the experience of a few months 
shall show what will be a fair compensation for the additional 
labour caused by this Act, and in what manner it will be 
best to award it in the different Unions. 

When the Committee meet it will be most advisable that 
they should appoint a chairman, to act for the residue of 
the year, and in making choice they should endeavour to 
obtain the services of a gentleman whose own engagements 
will not be likely to prevent his giving punctual and 
constant attention to his duties in the chair. 

Provision is made for the keeping of the minutes of the 
Committee, for making the entries thereof evidence in 
courts of law, and for allowing the same to be inspected by 
the ratepayers of the Union. Sec. 11. 
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The Board of Guardians are required in April of every 
year to report the proceedings of the Committee to the 
Poor Law Board. Sec 12. 

The powers which are given to the Committee are exten- 
sive, but only such as are necessary to enable them to dis- 
charge their duties with effect. 

They may require Overseers and other officers having the 
custody of books of assessment of taxes or rates, parlia- 
mentar}' or parochial, to make returns to them of the 
particulars relating to such rates, taxes, or property included 
therein, so far as relates to their Union, and to make and 
transmit extracts therefrom to them. They may require the 
persons having custody of such books to attend and pro- 
duce all such books, valuations, and other public documents, 
and may examine all persons who so attend before them. 

But no valuation or assessment is to be produced, which 
by any provision of law at present is not suffered to be made 
public. 

The statute then provides for the supervision of the valua- 
tion of parishes by the ([Committee in the following manner: — 

The Overseers of every parish in a Union are required 
within three months after the appointment of the Com- 
mittee to prepare a Valuation List according to the 6 & 7 
Wm. iv. c 96, of the ratable hereditaments in the parish, and 
unless they consider the existing valuation to be correct, 
they shall revise it, and when correct shall sign the list so 
made. A form of this list is supplied in a schedule to the Act 

As there is no definition of the term " Gross Estimated 
Rental " in the 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, and there is to be a 
column for it in the Valuation List, a definition is supplied 
in the following terms: — " The Gross Estimated Rental for 
the purpose of the schedule to this Act shall be the rent at 
which the hereditament might reasonably be expected to let 
from year to year, free of all usual tenant's rates and taxes, 
and tithe commutation rentcharge, if any." But the 
definition of the net annual value of the hereditaments con- 
tained in the first section of that Act is reserved so as not to 
be repealed or interfered with. Sec. 1 5. 

As the Overseers will not necessarily know of the appoint- 
ment of the Committee, the Board recommend that either 
the Board of Guardians should send notice of the appoint- 
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ment, or that the Committee themselves, at their first 
meeting, should send such notice, pointing out to the Over- 
seers what they are required to do. 

The Committee may, by an order, enlarge the time within 
which the first Valuation Lists are to be made. 

The Board think that this power should be exercised 
with much caution, as there may be some apprehension 
that if the Committee grant the exteAsion of time too 
readily more delay will occur in the exercise of their own 
functions than will be desirable. 

The Committee may also direct any existing valuation to be 
revised, or a new valuation to be made by the Overseers ; cry 

They may, with the consent of the Board of Guardians, 
after notice to every Guardian, appoint some other person 
either to revise the existing valuation Or to make a new one, 
and may direct such person to make and sign such 
Valuation List instead of the Overseers to whom it is to be 
delivered. Sec. i6. 

The Guardians will observe that the Committee cannot 
make any such appointment of a valuer without the consent 
of the Board of Guardians, who must be summoned to 
discuss the question of this appointment by a special notice. 

The Valuation List when made is to be deposited in a 
place indicated in the parish, and to be open to the inspec- 
tion of the ratepayers of the parish for fourteen days, at the 
expiration of which time it shall be transmitted to the 
Committee, and any Overseer or other ratepayer in the 
parish may inspect and copy the list so transmitted. 

Any Overseer of any parish in the Union, or any person 
aggrieved by the Valuation List, may, within twenty-eight 
days after the notice of the deposit, give notice of objection 
thereto to the Committee, to the Overseers of the particular 
parish, and to any other person, the valuation of whose 
property is objected to. Sec. 19. 

Provision is then made for the hearing and deciding of 
such objections by the Committee. In this respect they 
will exercise judicial functions, and due care must be 
observed in the discharge of this duty. 

The Committee may make alterations in the Valuation List, 
and correct names, descriptions, and particulars in the same, 
upon such information as to them may seem sufficient 
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But they may also, with the consent of the Guardians as 
before provided, appoint a person to value the ratable 
hereditaments comprised in the lists, or omitted therefrom, 
or take such other means as they may think necessary for 
ascertaining the correctness thereof. 

The previous provision referred to the action of the 
Committee before the Valuation List had been trans- 
mitted to the Committee, but this applies to their proceeding 
if, after having received the list, they find it necessary to 
have either an entire new valuation of the parish, or a 
valuation of some part of it, as may become requisite in 
cases where objections are made to particular valuations only. 

When the Committee* have heard and determined sill 
objections, and made such alterations, insertions, and cor- 
rections as to them shall seem proper, they shall approve of 
the list, and three members of the Committee shall sign it, 
adding the date of the approval. Sec. 20. 

When the Committee alter the Valuation List, they shall 
cause it, thus altered, to be deposited for inspection in the 
manner before described, and appoint a day, not less than 
seven nor more than fourteen days from the re-deposit, for 
hearing objections to this altered list 

And when they have heard and determined all such 
objections, and made all such further alterations as may be 
necessary, they shall approve the same in the manner 
before provided. Sec. 21. 

This will conclude the labours and duties of the Committee 
in regard to the first valuations of the parishes in their Union. 

But if on an appeal to the Sessions against a Poor Rate 
the same shall be amended, the Assessment Committee are 
required to alter the Valuation List accordingly. Sec. 22. 

The Valuation List when approved is to be delivered to 
the Overseers of the parish, to be preserved by them, and to 
be subject to the like resort as the Poor Rate is now, and 
shall be produced by the Overseers when requisite. It is to 
be the Valuation List in force in the parish, and, subject to 
alterations by Supplemental Lists, shall continue to be such 
until a new Valuation List, approved of and delivered in like 
manner as the former, shall be substituted for it. Sees. 23, 24. 

Provision is then contained in the statute for a Supple- 
mental Valuation List being made by the Overseers in cases 
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where new property becomes ratable, or the occupation of 
property is altered, or any increase or diminution occurs in 
the value. Sec. 25. 

The Committee may from time to time, either upon 
application or where they think it expedient, direct new 
valuations to be made of all or some of the ratatle 
hereditaments in any parish of the Union. 

Where the Board of Guardians give their consent, the 
Committee may in this case also appoint the valuer. 
Sec 26. 

All the previous provisions relative to the first Valuation 
List are applicable to the new and Supplemental List. 

The Valuation List having been duly approved and 
delivered to the Overseers, must be strictly acted upon by 
them in making the Poor Rate; and if departed from, 
except in certain special cases, the rate will be of no force 
(Sec. 28) ; but the Poor Rate made by anybodies or officers 
under the authority of a Local Act is exempted from the 
operation of this sectioa Sec. 29. 

Guardians of Unions will observe an important resul: to 
follow from this revision of the parochial valuations. 

The statute of last year (24 & 25 Vict, c 55, s. 9) pro- 
vided a new basis upon which the Guardians were to 
calculate the contributions of the parishes in the Union to 
the common fund, namely, the annual ratable value of 
those parishes respectively estimated according to the exist- 
ing assessments for the county and borough rates. 

Much dissatisfaction has been felt in many Unions at this 
arrangement, in consequence of the state of the county and 
borough valuations, as applied to the several parishes 
therein. Great inequalities existed among the several 
parishes in many counties, and thus in numerous Unions 
complaints have been made. 

This will, however, be removed by the enactment in Sec. 
30, which provides that when the Assessment Committee 
for any Union shall have approved Valuation Lists for all 
the parishes in the Union, the computations of the contri- 
butions of the several parishes to the common fund shall be 
based upon the Valuation Lists lastly approved of for such 
parishes. 

As the Assessment Committee will have equal jurisdiction 
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over all the parishes in their Union, it might be expected that 
a just and uniform system of valuation would be adopted, and 
that no complaint of unfairness or inequality would arise. 

Nevertheless, to meet the possibility of any grievance 
between the several parishes in a Union, it is provided that 
a copy of the Valuation List in force for every parish in the 
Union shall be deposited in the Board room or other con- 
venient place in the Union, and be open to inspection (Sec. 
31), and a power of appeal to the Quarter Sessions is given 
to the Overseers of any parish in the Union in a manner 
similar to that which exists in the case of a county rate. 
The Justices at these Sessions are to hear and determine the 
appeal, and may, if they see fit, order a valuation to be 
made of any parish, which is the object of the appeal. The 
costs of such appeal and of the valuation made under the 
order of the Court are provided for in Sections 32, 33, 34. 

It is now necessary to advert to the expenses to be 
incurred in carrying this Act into execution. 

It is provided that the Committee may allow compensa- 
tion for returns, copies, extracts, valuations, valuation lists, 
and other things done in pursuance of their order, as they 
shall see just (Sec. 37). In issuing their orders, they must 
therefore bear in mind that they will incur the responsibility 
of settling the compensation for the services which they 
require, and that the remuneration paid to their clerk, and 
all expenses incurred for the common use and benefit of all 
the parishes in the Union, will be chargeable upon, the 
common fund (Sec 38). But the expenses of making 
valuations and Valuation Lists are to be charged upon the 
Poor Rate of the parishes for which they are made, unless in 
the case where a valuation made under the order of the 
Committee does not exceed by one-sixth the Valuation 
List delivered by the Overseers, when the expense is to be 
borne by the common fund of the Union. Sec 39. 

Although it is not to be expected that the important 
work to be performed under its provisions, which will effect a 
minute supervision of nearly all the ratable property in the 
country, can be carried into execution without some charge, 
the Board trust that the Boards of Guardians and the Assess- 
ment Committees will give their most earnest attention to 
avoid all unnecessary expenditure. 



170 APPENDIX L 

The 40th Section enacts penalties to enforce the powers 
confided to the Committees, and Sees. 41 and 42, provide 
for the formal authentication and service of the orders and 
notices of the Committee and of notices and statements 
upon the Committee. 

In the schedule, as already noticed, is given the form in 
which the Valuation List is to be made out. 

The whole of the provisions have been framed with 
reference to the Unions formed under the 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c 
76 ; but, as in some other Unions, whether formed under 
Gilbert's Act (22 Geo. iii. c. 83), or under special or local 
Acts, there may be a wish to introduce the same system of 
valuation, provision is contained in this statute (Sec. 45), 
which enables it to be adopted by the governing body ol 
such Unions, with the consent of the Poor Law Board. 

Finally, the Board recommend the Board of Guardians to 
proceed with as little delay as the circumstances of their 
Union render necessary, to appoint the Committee, so that 
the Overseers, whose office will commence next year, may 
be in possession of proper revised valuations and the 
Guardians themselves be able to calculate their next Lady- 
day contributions upon a correct and uniform basis. In 
selecting the members of the Committee, the Board will do 
well to make choice of those Guardians whose general 
acquaintance with parochial matters, and whose habits ot 
business will enable them to apply themselves with earnest- 
ness to the discharge of the onerous duties imposed upon 
them ; and as, at least in the beginning, there must be some 
considerable demand upon the time of the Committee, such 
Guardians should be chosen as can best afford in this 
respect to attend the meetings with regularity. 

Should any question of doubt or difficulty arise either to 
the Guardians or to the Committees, in the application of 
the Act, I am directed to state that the Board will at all 
times be ready to give such advice as it may be in their 
power to afford to those who apply for it. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY, 

Assistant Secretary. 
To the Clerk to the Guardians. 
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3. Circular issued by the Poor Law Board with reference 
to " Supplemental Valuation Lists" under 25 & 26 
Vict c. 103, s. 26. 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
ist Marchf 1864. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to state that 
they have been consulted on several occasions as to the 
meaning and effect of the following words in the 14th Section 
of the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862 : — " Subject 
to any order as hereinafter referred to which may be made 
by the Committee, the Overseers of each parish in the Union 
shall, within three calendar months after the appointment of 
such Committee, make a list of all the ratable hereditaments 
in such parish, with the annual value thereof respectively, in 
so much of the form shown in the schedule annexed to the 
Act sixth and seventh William the Fourth, chapter Ninety- 
six, as is set out in the schedule to this Act." 

The Board understand that the Overseers were required 
by this section to make out the Valuation Lists within three 
months after the appointment of the first Committee under 
the Act, and that this requisition does not apply to subse- 
quent years when the Committees are renewed. Hence, if 
the Overseers have sent their Valuation Lists to the Com- 
mittee, and the same have been examined and returned 
approved, the Overseers are not, in the opinion of the 
Board, required to send in new lists within three months 
after the renewal of the Committee. 

But the Board think it very desirable that every Committee 
who shall have completed the revision of the Valuation Lists« 
of their Union should, either, at the commencement of their 
year of office or at some other time, according to their own 
judgment, examine the Valuation Lists, and determine 
whether it will be requisite that Supplemental Lists should 
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be made in respect of any of the parishes in their Union, 
according to the provisions of Section 26 of the Act 

If they think proper to adopt this suggestion, they may 
probably find it convenient to give notice of the days when 
they will make the examination, so that persons interested 
in the lists may have an opportunity of appearing before 
them, and drawing their attention to matters which may 
require to be investigated or altered. 

I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY, 
Assistant Secretary > 

To the Clerk of the Assessment Committee, 
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4. Circular issued by the Poor Law Board with reference 
to the Union Assessment Committee Amendment 
Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict, c 39). 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
i^th August^ iZd^ 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to draw the 
attention of the Guardians to the amendments made by the 
Act of the last Session, 27 & 28 Vict c. 39, termed "The 
Union Assessment Committee Amendment Act, 1864.'* 

The subjects of the Act are as follows : To provide for 
appeals against Poor Rates ; to secure more exact valuations 
of property by valuers ; to afford to certain public companies 
notice of the ratable value of their property ; to remove the 
disqualification of Justices in reference to this subject ; to 
provide for the expenses incurred by Overseers under these 
Acts ; to enable loans to be effected to meet the expenses 
of valuations ; to require certain information to be supplied 
annually to the Clerks of the Peace; to enable maps or plans 
to be made by the Committees; and to impose penalties 
upon Overseers for certain defaults under the Acts. 

I. It is enacted, that before any appeal shall be heard by 
any Sessions against a Poor Rate made for any parish con- 
tained in the Union, the Appellant shall give twenty-one 
days' notice, in writing, of the intention to appeal, and the 
grounds thereof, to the Assessment Committee. 

It is then provided that, after the ist of this month, no 
person shall appeal to any Sessions against a Poor Rate 
made in conformity with the Valuation List approved of by 
such Committee, unless he shall have given to such Com- 
mittee notice of objection against the list, and shall have 
failed to obtain such relief in the matter as he deems just. 

The statute continues to require the Committee to hear 
such objection, after notice given, at any time, in the manner 
prescribed by the previous Act with respect to objections. 
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4ind to amend the list, though it shall have been approved of 
and no subsequent list shall have been transmitted to them. 

If they amend it they shall give notice to the Overseers, 
who shall thereupon alter their then current rate accordingly. 

Section 2 enables the Assessment Committee to appear as 
Respondents in the appeal against the Poor Rate, provided 
they obtain the consent of the Board of Guardians, after 
notice shall have been sent to every Guardian. The appear- 
ance is to be in the name of the Guardians of the Union. 

Section 3 provides for the payment, by the Guardians of 
the. Union, of the costs incurred by the Committee in and 
about the appeal. 

The 4th Section requires the valuer appointed by the 
Assessment Committee to make his valuation in writing, to 
show the particulars of the several hereditaments comprised 
therein, and the amounts at which he has valued the same 
respectively, and to sign such valuation. 

This is to be open to inspection as the minute book of the 
Committee, and copies or extracts may be taken therefrom. 

As regards railway, telegraph, canal, gas, and water com- 
panies. Section 5 requires that the Assessment Committee 
shall, in certain cases, give notice of the sum or sums set 
down in the list of the ratable value of the property pur- 
porting to be occupied by such companies in any parish 
respectively. 

Some question having been raised as to whether Justices, 
who are ex-offido Guardians of the Union, can sit at the 
Sessions and act as Justices in any appeal against the Poor 
Rate of a parish contained in such Union, by reason of their 
liability, as ratepayers, to contribute to the common fund of 
the Union, the 6th Section removes this disqualification both 
at the Quarter and the Special Sessions. 

The Guardians will remember thAt the 5 & 6 Vict c 57, 
sect 15, removes the objection which might have been urged 
as to the Justice being also a party to the appeal. 

The next section, namely, the 7th, provides for the ex- 
penses which the Overseers may incur in the execution of 
the Acts ; and the Board recommend the Guardians to take 
such means as they shall find most. convenient for commu- 
nicating this provision to the Overseers of the parishes in 
the Union. 
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It is enacted, that when the Overseers incur any expense 
in making out the Valuation or Supplemental List, or in 
revising or valuing any of the ratable hereditaments of such 
parish, under the provisions of the Union Assessment Com- 
mittee Act, 1862, with the consent of the vestry given, by 
•express resolution, after due notice, they may charge such 
expense (so far as the same may be authorized by the vestry) 
upon the Poor Rate. 

If no vestry meeting be held, or no decision be arrived at, 
on the subject, then they may charge the expense, to the 
extent to which the Assessment Committee shall allow, upon 
the Poor Rate. 

It is, however, provided, that as regards the valuation of 
the property, no expense shall be so charged upon the Poor 
Rate, unless the consent of the Committee shall have been 
given previously to the same being made. 

The Overseers should be cautioned not to have any pro- 
perty valued until they shall have applied to the Committee 
for their consent to such valuation being made. The Com- 
mittee will thus exercise a control over the Parish Officers, 
and prevent their incurring unnecessary expense in procuring 
valuations at much cost. 

The Assessment Committees, in many Unions, have found 
it necessary to have complete and minute valuations made 
of parishes subject to their supervision, and such valuations 
are frequently not to be obtained without considerable ex- 
pense. Under the late Act this expense was to be borne by 
the current rates, although the benefit of a good valuation 
may extend to the ratepayers in many succeeding years. 

It has therefore been deemed advisable to enable this 
charge to be spread over a certain number of years, as in the 
case of valuations which have been made under the Statute 
6 & 7 Wm. iv. c 96. 

The 8th Section accordingly empowers the Guardians of 
the Union, with the order of the Poor Law Board, to borrow 
the requisite amount, to pay for the cost of a valuation 
ordered by the Assessment Committee, so that the loan shall 
be repayable by five equal annual instalments. The loan is 
to be repaid by the parish or by the common fund, according 
as the one or die other is liable to bear the charge of the 
valuation itself. 
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As confidence is reposed in the result of the labours of 
the Assessment Committees, in effecting fairness and uni- 
formity in the valuations of ratable property in their respec- 
tive Unions, a provision has been introduced, in the 9th 
Section, to require the Clerk of the Assessment Committee 
to communicate to the Clerk of the Peace of the County 
annually, in the month of December, the totals of the gross 
estimated rental and the ratable value of the property included 
in the Valuation Lists of the several parishes in the Union, 
either original or supplemental This information will facili- 
tate the proceedings of the Justices at their Quarter Sessions^ 
when they make and assess the county rate. 

Some complaints have been made that the Assessment 
Committees have occasionally found themselves unable to 
conduct their proceedings satisfactorily, by reason of there 
being no maps, or none to be relied upon, in some parishes. 
There was no provision in the recent Act to enable them to 
be procured, and the Statute 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. 3, was 
not always applicable. 

This default has been met by the loth Section, which 
empowers the Assessment Committee, where there is no 
map or plan of any parish available for their use, or sufficient 
for their purposes, with the consent of the Board of Guardians, 
after due notice, and with the order of the Poor Law Board, 
to appoint a person to make such map or plan, at the cost 
of the common fund or of the parish, as the Poor Law Board 
shall direct 

The Board presume that this power, thus conferred upon 
the Committee, will be exercised with great care and after 
serious consideration. The expense of an accurate map is 
generally very great, and it will not be proper that it should 
be incurred unless there be real substantial ground for the 
assistance which a map of a parish is found to render to 
persons engaged in valuing the several hereditaments in it 

As regards the incidence of the charge, the Board cannot 
lay down any rule at present to guide their discretion, and 
shall have to consider the circumstances of every case 
submitted to them, as it appears that they will have to 
ascertain whether the benefit is mainly supplied to the Union 
at large or to the particular parish. 

The last provision is contained in Section 1 1, which deals 
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with the conduct of the Overseers, and renders every Overseer 
liable to a penalty of five pounds, upon a summary conviction, 
who wilfully omits to make the declaration required to be 
made by the Act of 1862, or makes the same falsely, knowing 
the same to be untrue. 

This declaration, as the Guardians will remember, is to 
the effect that the rate has been compared with the Valuation 
List made under that Act in force in the parish, and that the 
hereditaments are rated according to the value appearing 
therein. 

The Act concludes by incorporating the provisions of the 
former Act with it, and supplying a short title to it. 

The Board have thus explained the provisions of this 
important statute, and submit this letter to the careful 
attention of the Guardians and the Assessment Committee. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY, 

. Assistant Secretary, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
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S. Circular to District Auditors, with reference to the 

27 & 28 Vict, c 39. 

« 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
21th September, 1864.. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to forward to 
you a copy of the Act passed in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment, 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, for the Amendment of the Union 
Assessment Committee Act of 1862. 

The Board desire to refer you to Section 7, which provides 
for the expenses to be incurred by the Overseers of parishes 
in carrying these Acts into execution, and they wish you to 
communicate this provision to the Overseers of the several 
parishes who attend your next Audit, and give them due 
caution to observe the Act in future. 

The Board also desire that you should give your attention 
to the Poor Rates which shall be brought before you and 
ascertain whether, in cases where the Valuation Lists have 
been finally approved, the rates have been made with the 
declaration prescribed by Sec. 28 of the Act of 1862. 

As it may assist you in ascertaining in what Unions the 
Valuation Lists have been approved, the Board have directed 
a copy of the enclosed Parliamentary Return^ to be forwarded 
to you, though it does not of course extend to the present 
time. 

The Board will be glad to receive fi-om you at the end of 
the Audit any observations which you may be willing to 
make as to the observance of the new measure on the part 
of the Parish Officers, and the progress made by the Assess- 
ment Committees in carrying the Acts into execution. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY, 

To . Assistant Secretary. 

District Auditor, 

^ Return No. 576, Session 1864. 
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6. Circular tssu^d by the Poor Law Board, with reference 
to the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. 
c 122). 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
20th October, 1868;. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to communicate 
to the Guardians certain provisions contained in the Act of 
the last Session for the amendment of the Poor Law, termed 
**The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1868," being the 31st & 
32nd Vict. c. 122. 

The Act contains numerous provisions, but, as some are 
of a very limited application, the Board deem it advisable to 
communicate in full those only which have a general appli- 
cation ; and as, again, these are of a miscellaneous character, 
they propose to address separate letters to the Guardians 
with regard to the different subjects. 

In this letter they will confine themselves to the clauses 
which affect the rating and valuation of property, and the 
collection of the poor rate, viz.y Sections 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 

32> 38, 39> and 40. 

Section 27 th, though not of general application, will 
affect many Unions, and, it is believed, remove many 
subjects of dissatisfaction. 

It deals with certain extra-parochial lands, the sea-shore, 
accretions from the sea and the banks of rivers, and provides 
for the incorporation of every such place with the next 
adjoining parish. 

The enactment is as follows : — 

" From the 25 th day of December next, every place which 
was or is reputed to be extra-parochial, whether entered by 
name in the Report upon the Census for the year 185 1 or 
not, for which an Overseer has not been then appointed, or 
for which no Overseer shall be then acting, or which has not 
been then annexed to and incorporated with an adjoining 

N 2 



l8o APPENDIX L 

parish, shall for all civil parochial purposes be annexed to 
and incorporated with the next adjoining parish with which 
it has the longest common boundary, and in case there shall 
be two or more parishes with which it shall have boundaries 
of equal extent, then with that parish which now contains 
the lowest amount of ratable value. 

" And every accretion from the sea, whether natural or 
artificial, and the part of the seashore to the low-water mark, 
and the bank of every river to the middle of the stream, 
which on the said 25th of December next shall not be 
included within the boundaries of or annexed to and incor- 
porated with any parish, shall for the same purposes be 
annexed to and incorporated with the parish to which such 
accretion, part, or bank adjoins, in proportion to the extent 
of the common boundary." 

The object of the Legislature in this enactment is prin- 
cipally to remove the exemption from rates which property 
situated in the places thus described has hitherto enjoyed, 
by reason of their extra-parochial character. The Board 
recommend the Guardians to examine the state of their 
Union, as regards the existence of any of the places thus 
described, and if they find that any such place exist therein, 
to refer the matter to the consideration of the Assessment 
Committee, that the requisite steps may be taken to have 
the property referred to brought into the Valuation Lists, 
and thus rendered contributory to the common fimd of the 
Union and to the Poor Rate of the parish to which it is to 
be annexed. 

The 28th Section enables the Boards of Guardians of 
parishes to provide valuations of ratable properties on the 
application of the Overseers or any ratepayer, in like manner 
as the Guardians of Unions could have done under the 
authority of the nth and 12th Vict c no, s. 7. The 
provision has been superseded in Unions by the general 
measure of the Assessment Committee Act, but as this Act 
does not apply to parishes not in union, it has been extended 
to the Guardians of such parishes. 

Section 29 provides for Unions a measure analogous to 
that provided for parishes by the nth and 12th Vict. c. 
91, s. II, in regard to the defence of appeals against rates. 
At present the Guardians of a Union may with the Parish 
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Officers defend a Poor Rate against an appeal If the 
appeal involve a principle of a general character, the neigh- 
bouring parishes interested in it may combine to defend the 
rate and the principle involved in it Adjoining Unions 
hitherto have had no such power. 

This new clause, however, provides that where an appeal 
is brought against the Poor Rate of a parish in a Union, 
and appears to involve a principle which similarly affects 
some neighbouring parish in another Union, the Guardians 
of the Unions comprising such parishes may enter into an 
agreement mutually to bear the costs of the appeal, which 
agreement shall be binding on their successors. 

The provision, so far as it applied to parishes only, took 
effect in those parishes in which notice of appeal had been 
given, and therefore there could be no combination or 
co-operation where separate notices of appeal had not been 
given. In the present clause the agreement may be made 
though there be an appeal against the rate in one of the 
Unions only. 

The three next Sections, 30, 31, and 33, relate to the 
Valuation Lists. 

Section 30 requires the Assessment Committee to cast up 
the columns of the Valuation List, and to retain the list for 
the use of the Guardians, supplying a fair copy of it to the 
Overseers, signed by three members of the Committee, and 
duly authenticated. 

Under the Union Assessment Committee Act no direction 
was given as to the casting up of these columns, and disputes 
have occasionally arisen on this point Again, the Original 
List was required to be transmitted to the Overseers, and as 
this list was subject to all the corrections made by the Com- 
mittee, it was sometimes, when finally approved of, very 
indistinct, and in a state calculated to mislead or give great 
trouble to the Overseers and ratepayers. In future the 
Overseers will be free from the inconvenience which resulted 
from lists in such condition. 

As the Valuation Lists transmitted to the Overseers have 
frequently been lost, injured, or destroyed, provision is now 
made, in Sec. 31, whereby authentic copies of the original 
lists may be obtained by the Overseers from the Clerk to the 
Guardians, upon payment of a reasonable compensation, not 
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exceeding three shillings for every loo separate ratable 
hereditaments. 

Section 32 contains an authority which will prove of much 
advantage in many Unions, where the ratable hereditaments 
are of a complicated character, or where there is difficulty 
in finding Guardians competent to discharge the duty of 
ascertaining the correct values of ratable property. The 
Board of Guardians may, upon the application of the 
Assessment Committee, appoint a competent person to 
assist the Committee in the valuation of the ratable heredit- 
aments, at a salary, or other settled remuneration, to be paid 
out of the common fund Such a person, if a surveyor of 
skill and experience in his profession, will act as an assessor 
to the Committee, and being unbiassed by a retainer for 
either party, will lead them to correct decisions in matters 
of doubt or dispute. Some Boards of Guardians appear to 
have made such appointments, but as there is reason to 
believe that they had no legal sanction for such appointments, 
this clause has been passed. 

The 38th Section supplies a deficiency in the previous 
law in reference to the assessment of house property and 
buildings. All houses and buildings which were occupied 
at the time when the rate was made were, according to the 
Statute 43 Elizabeth, c. 2, to be assessed in it ; but a house 
or building then unoccupied was not capable of being 
assessed The Statute 17 George ii. c. 38, sec 12, provided 
for the case of a house unoccupied at the time of the making 
of the rate becoming occupied before the making of the next 
rate. The Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862, in 
Sec. 25, provided for the case of property not included in 
the Vduation List in force in any parish becoming ratable, 
or becoming ratable in parts not mentioned therein, and for 
other alterations in the ratable value of the property, by the 
preparation of Supplemental Valuation Lists. But there 
was one case which it is considered had not been provided 
for, and this section applies to it. 

It is enacted that when any person shall occupy any neu; 
house or other building in any parish (where the Poor Rate 
is not made under the provisions of a Local Act), which 
house or building was incomplete, or not fit for occupation,, 
or was not entered as such in the Valuation List in force in 
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the parish at the time when the coirent rate for the time 
being was made, the Overseers may enter such house or 
building with the name of the occupier thereof, and the date 
of the entry, in the rate book, and require the occupier to 
pay a fair proportioned amount of the rate, and the person 
so charged shall be considered as actually rated from such 
date, and shall be compelled to pay the sum so assessed, 
with like power of apped, as if he had been assessed for the 
same when the rate was made. 

The Overseers are required to forward a Supplemental 
List, with reference to such house or building, to the 
Assessment Committee, 

This provision will have much operation in populous 
parishes and townships where houses and buildings are 
continually being brought into occupation during the intervals 
between the periods at which the rates are made. It wiU, 
moreover, assist in determining the time when occupiers of 
property situated in the manner described become rated 

The last two clauses to be referred to in this letter, 
namely, the 39th and 40th, relate to the collection of the 
Poor Rates ; and the Board request the Guardians to bring 
them under the notice of the Overseers of the parishes in 
their Union, and of the Collectors of the Poor Rate who 
may have been appointed by them. 

Section 39 provides that when a Poor Rate shall be 
assessed upon land or premises, and the occupier is not 
living thereon, nor in the parish for which the rate shall be 
made, or the owner, if assessed, is not living in such parish, 
a demand in writing may be made upon the person having 
the custody of such land or premises, and if no such person 
can be found, it may be affixed upon some conspicuous 
part thereof, and where the residence or place of abode of 
the person assessed is not known to the Overseers, and 
cannot be ascertained upon inquiry at the said land or 
premises, the summons for non-payment of the rate may be 
served in like manner. 

This provision will remove much of the trouble and 
expense which are often experienced in the collection of the 
Poor Rate, where the person assessed resides at a distance 
from the parish, or absents himself in order to prevent 
service of the demand or summons. 
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Section 40 facilitates the demand and recovery of the 
Rate from Corporate Bodies, Companies, or Public Trustees, 
by rendering a demand by letter, or personally, upon their 
Clerk, Secretary, or other Principal Officer, at their office, 
and the service of the summons in like manner, sufficient 

The Board will communicate with the Guardians again, 
upon other subjects dealt with by the Act 

I am, your obedient servant, 

W. G. LUMLEY, 

Assistant Secretary, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians. 
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7. Circular issued by the Local Government Board, 
with reference to the Rating Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict 

c. 54). 

Local Government Board, 

Whitehall, S.W., 

24M November^ 1874. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the I^ocal Government Board to 
draw the attention of the Assessment Committee to the 
Rating Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict c. 54), which was passed 
during the last Session of Parliament, to amend the law 
respecting the liability and valuation of certain descriptions 
of property for the purpose of rates. 

Although the Act will not come into operation so as to 
Tender the property affected by its provisions liable to be 
actually rated until the 6th day of April, 1875, it will be 
seen by section 1 1 that, for the purpose of enabling any 
hereditament to be included in a valuation list, which will 
come into force after that day, the Act takes effect from the 
date when it passed, viz., the 7th of August, 1874. 

In order, therefore, that a proper basis may be provided 
for the rates to be made during the ensuing parochial year, 
it is desirable that, in all those cases where new or supple- 
mental valuation lists will be necessary in order to the 
assessment of any property made ratable by the above- 
mentioned Act, directions should be forthwith given for the 
preparation of such lists, in order that their revision may be 
proceeded with, and that they may be ready for approval as 
early as practicable after the 6th of April next. 

The main object of the Act is to abolish the exemptions 
from rating which have hitherto existed with respect to the 
following properties : — 

1. Land used for a plantation or a wood. 

2. Rights of sporting, when severed from the occupation 

of the land. 

3. Mines other than coal mines. 
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L — As to Plantations and Woods, 

Under the former law (43 Elizabeth, c. 2), salable under- 
woods alone, of all descriptions of woods, were ratable: 
whereas, under the new Act, land used for a plantation or 
a wood, as well as land used for the growth of salable under- 
wood, is rendered liable to assessment subject to the 
exception hereinafter referred to. 

It is to be noted that the timber and other trees or shrubs 
themselves are not made assessable, but the land on which 
they are growing ; and therefore the present statute expressly 
repeals so much of the 43rd of Elizabeth as relates to the 
assessment of the occupier of ratable underwood, and 
imposes the liability in respect of the land on which it is 
produced. 

In dealing, therefore, in future with wood land of every 
kind, the subject in respect of which the assessment is made 
will be the land itself, and not the underwood, timber, or 
other trees produced upon it. 

The Act classifies this description of property under three 
heads, viz. : — 

1. Land used only as a plantation or a wood. 

2. Land used for the growth of salable underwood. 

3. Land used both for a plantation or a wood, and also 

for the growth of salable underwood. 

I. In the first case, viz., where the land is used only for a 
plantation or a wood, and not for the growth of salable 
underwood, the Act provides that the gross and ratable 
value (meaning by gross value the gross estimated rental, as 
defined by the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862) 
shall be estimated as if the land, instead of being a plantation 
or a wood, were let and occupied in its natural and un- 
improved state. 

It will be the duty, therefore, of the Assessment Com- 
mittee to deal with the land as if it were divested of timber 
or wood of any description, and to determine its value with- 
out taking into account any improvement which has been 
made, or of which the land might be capable. 

It will be observed that the words used are "as if the 
land, instead of being a plantation or a wood, were let and 
occupied in its natural and unimproved state," and the word 



CIRCULAR OF POOR LAW BOARD. 187^ 

"occupied" was introduced in order to show clearly that 
the capabilities of the land for improvement were to be 
excluded from consideration in estimating the rent at which 
it might reasonably be expected to let from year to year, and 
that the land was to be valued as if it would continue to be 
occupied in its natural state, without any expenditure of 
capital in its improvement ; or, in other words, as if it were 
waste land 

It may be useful to state for the information of the 
Assessment Committee, that in the Act for the valuation of 
lands and heritages in Scotland (17 & 18 Vict c. 91) a 
somewhat similar enactment is found, as section 6 of that 
Act provides that " where lands consist of woods, copse, or 
underwood, the yearly value of the same shall be taken to be 
the rent at which such lands might, in their natural state, be 
reasonably expected to let from year to year as pasture or 
grazing lands.'' 

2. The second case is that of land used exclusively for 
the growth of salable underwood ; and the statute requires 
that in such case the value shall be estimated as if the land 
were let for that purpose. 

It has already been stated that hitherto it has not been 
the land, but its produce, viz., the salable underwood, which 
has been assessable ; and although the present Act reverses- 
that rule, and renders the land assessable instead, the mode 
of arriving at the value will virtually remain the same, as the 
value of the land can only be arrived at by estimating the 
value of its produce. 

3. With respect to the third case of composite woods, ucy. 
where the land is used both for a plantation or a wood, and 
also for the growth of salable underwood, the value is to be 
estimated either as if the land were used only for a plantation 
or a wood, or as if the land were used only for the growth of 
the salable underwood growing thereon, as the Assessment 
Committee may determine. 

In this case, therefore, it is entirely within the discretion 
of the Assessment Committee to adopt either alternative ;: 
but it must be borne in mind that if they assess the land as 
if it were used for the growth of salable underwood, the land 
cannot be valued as if it were let for the growth of salable 
underwood, and capable of improvement for that purpose,. 
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but only in respect of the salable underwood actually 
growing thereon, irrespective of any capacity for improvement 
by the removal of trees, or otherwise. 

It should be added that wood lands, which are subject to 
rights of common, are not rendered ratable by the Act. 

II. — As to Rights of Sporting and Fishing. 

The Assessment Committee are aware that under the 
statute (43 Elizabeth, c. 2) rights of sporting, when severed 
irom the occupation of the land, have not been considered 
to be assessable. Thus, if the owner let his land, reserving 
to himself the right of sporting, or let his land to one person 
and the right of sporting to another, no one according to 
the general opinion could be rated in respect of such right, 
although the land itself might be let at a lower rent in 
consequence of the existence of the right so severed. 

Where, however, the occupier of the land, whether as 
owner or tenant, possessed the right of sporting, and either 
retained it himself or let it to another person, the Courts 
held that in estimating the value of the land to the occupier, 
the value of the right so possessed, or let by him, ought to 
be taken into account. 

In the case of The Queen v. the Battle Union, decided in 
the Court of Queen's Bench in 1866, Chief Justice Cockbum 
said : — 

" The right to take game upon land is an incident to the 
occupation of the land. If the land is let without any 
reservation or previous granting of that right, the right 
follows as a necessary consequence of the right of occupation. 
If we find that the occupier of the land derives a benefit, 
whether from taking game himself, or from a pecuniary 
recompense made to him for allowing some one else to take 
it, it follows, inasmuch as the right to take the game is 
€x concessis merely an element of value, that where the two 
things are thus combined in one person, the right to game 
must be taken as an element in arriving at the ratable value 
of the occupatioa" — L. R. 2, Q. B., 13. 

Under the previous law, therefore, although the right 
itself was in no case separately rated, still, under certain 
circumstances, it formed an element in estimating the ratable 
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value of the land ; but hereafter the right, whenever severed, 
will be separately ratable, except where the owner retains 
both the land and the right, or lets the land and retains the 
right without letting it' 

Where the right is not severed, or where the owner retains 
both the land and the right, or lets them both to one tenant, 
the owner or occupier will continue to be ratable upon the 
same principle as heretofore; but, in any other case, the 
right will be dealt with under section 6 of the new Act 

That section provides that where any right of sporting is 
severed from the occupation of the land and is not let, and 
the owner of such right receives rent for the land, the right 
shall not be separately valued or rated, but the gross and 
ratable value of the land shall be estimated as if the right 
were not severed.^ 

It will be seen, therefore, that in the particular case 
referred to, and which, as the Board believe, represents the 
ordinary arrangement between landlord and tenant, the 
right, although severed, will not be valued separately ; but, 
as in the case where the owner retains both the land and 
the right, the right will simply be considered as an element 
in arriving at the ratable value of the occupation. 

The direction of the statute is that the value of the land 
shall be estimated as if the right were not severed. It would 
appear, therefore, that in dealing with the right as an element 
of value, it ought not to be estimated upon any such 
consideration as that of the rent, which a third person might 
be found to give for it ; but according to its worth, if any, 
to the occupier of the land, upon the supposition that the 
right is not severed ; or, in other words, that he himself is 
entitled to exercise the right, without the power of making a 
profit by letting it 

The effect, therefore, of this provision will be to place 
those lands which are let with a reservation to the owner of 
the right of sporting, on the same footing in relation to 
ratability as the lands which he himself occupies, retaining 
the right to the game upon them. 

Thus, if there should be in the same parish, or union, two 

^ See subsequent paragraph (the third from the end of the drculai) 
and the note thereon {posty p. 193). 
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farms, one being in the occupation of the owner and another 
in the occupation of a tenant, the landlord in both cases 
having the right of sporting and not letting it, the proper 
course would seem to be to apply the same principle of 
assessment to the two farms, and to assess that in the 
occupation of the tenant, so far as the right of sporting 
constitutes an element of value, upon precisely the same 
basis as that retained by the owner. 

It would, however, be manifestly unjust that, if the 
ratable value of any property happens to be increased by the 
addition of the value of the right of sporting, the occupier 
should have to bear the additional rate in respect of such 
increase ; and, with the view of enabling him to deduct from 
his rent the additional rate so occasioned, the same section (6) 
requires the Assessment Committee, on the application of 
such occupier, to certify, in the valuation list, or otherwise, 
the fact and amount of such increase. 

The preceding remarks are mainly directed to those cases 
where the right of sporting is retained by the owner. Where, 
however, it is let, it will be ratable as a separate hereditament, 
and the ordinary rules of law for determining the gross 
estimated rental and ratable value of other kinds of property 
will apply. 

There may also be some few exceptional cases where the 
right, although distinct from the ownership of the land, as 
under a grant of free warren or other special grant or 
reservation, is of some real and appreciable value, and 
in these cases also the ordinary principles of assessment will 
apply. 

The foregoing observations relative to the right of sporting 
are equally applicable to the future assessment of the right 
of fishing. 

As to Mines, 

This Act also extends the liability to assessment to mines 
of every kind not mentioned in the Act 43rd Elizabeth, c 2. 

The only mines mentioned in that Act are coal mines ; 
consequently, the law with respect to coal mines is not 
affected by the present measure, and those mines remain 
ratable upon the same principles as heretofore. 

With respect to mines other than coal mines, the Courts 
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have held that where the lord's dues are reserved in kind — 
that is to say, where the lord receives not a money rent, but 
a fixed proportion of the produce — he (the lord) is ratable 
in respect of those dues, but that he is not ratable where the 
reservation is that of a money rent 

The present Act does not apply to mines the dues of 
which are wholly reserved in kind ; and the owner of such 
mines will remain ratable as heretofore. 

In the case of mines, the dues of which are reserved in 
money, or partly in money and partly in kind, the occupier 
will now be ratable, and the ordinary principles of assess- 
ment will apply, except as regards tin, lead, and copper 
mines. 

The rules for the assessment of tin, lead, and copper mines, 
when the dues are not wholly reserved in kind, are comprised 
in section 7, and are to the following effect : — 

When the mine is occupied under a lease (the term lease 
including sett, licence, or agreement) granted without fine 
on a reservation wholly or partly of dues or rent, the gross 
value of the mine is to be taken to be the annual amount of 
the whole of the dues payable during the year ending on the 
31st day of December preceding the date at which the valu- 
ation list is made, in addition to the annual amount of any 
fixed rent which may not be satisfied by such dues. 

The ratable value of the mine is to be the same as the 
gross value, except that where the person receiving the dues 
or rent is liable for repairs, insurance, or other expenses 
necessary to maintain the mine in a state to command the 
annual amount of dues or rent, the average annual cost of 
such repairs, insurance, and other expenses is to be deducted 
from the gross value for the purpose of calculating the ratable 
value. 

In the following cases, namely, — 

1. Where the mine is occupied under a lease granted 

wholly or partly on a fine ; and 

2. Where the mine is worked by the owner ; and 

3. In the case of any other such mine to which the fore- 

going provisions do not apply; 
the gross and ratable annual value of the mine is to be the 
annual amount of the dues, or dues and rent, at which the 
mine might be reasonably expected to let without fine on a 
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lease of the ordinary duration, according to the usage of the 
country, if the tenant undertook to pay all tenant's rates and 
taxes and tithe rentcharge, and also the repairs, insurance, 
and other expenses necessary to maintain the mine in a state 
to command such annual dues, or dues and rent. 

When a tin, copper, or lead mine is ratable under this 
section, the whole of the machinery and surface works and 
buildings within the boundaries granted by the lease, with 
the exception of dwelling houses, will be covered by the 
assessment estimated upon the dues in the manner already 
explained. 

Any dwelling houses, however, on the mine, and any 
machinery or buildings not situate within such boundaries, 
must be separately valued according to the ordinary prin- 
ciples of assessment 

It will be observed that in the case of tin, copper, and 
lead mines, the basis of the assessment will be the amoimt 
of the dues payable during the year ending on the 31st of 
December preceding the date at which the valuation list is 
made. 

This date has reference to section 10 of the Metalliferous 
Mines Regulation Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict. c. 77), under 
which the owner or agent of every mine to which that Act 
applies is required to make a return to the Inspector of the 
District, on behalf of the Secretary of State, of the quantity 
of mineral sold or produced from the mine. It was con- 
sidered convenient that the assessment should be based 
upon the dues ascertainable at a date at which the accounts 
were required to be made up for another purpose; and, 
having regard to this provision, it will probably be found 
more convenient to defer calling for supplementary valuation 
lists in those parishes in which mines of the description lastly 
referred to are situate until after the 31st of December next. 

Miscellaneous Provisions, 

The foregoing provisions are those which chiefly affect the 
duties of the Assessment Committee. 

There are others which provide for the deduction of rates 
under existing contracts, and for the rating of other persons 
than the occupiers, and to which it will only be necessary to 
refer very brifefly. 
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Where the ratable value of any wood land is increased by 
reason of the Act, the occupier under any agreement or lease 
made before the passing of the Act is enabled to deduct from 
his rent the additional rate paid by him on any such increase 
of ratable value, and it will be the duty of the Assessment 
Committee, on the application of the occupier, to certify the 
fact and amount of such increase, as in the case where the 
occupier becomes liable to an increased rate in respect of a 
right of sporting retained by the owner, and not let. 

Again, the occupier of a mine, who is now exempt from 
being rated, is enabled, during an existing lease or agree- 
ment, to deduct a moiety of any rate imposed upon him in 
consequence of the Act, unless the terms of the contract are 
such as to show that at the time of the making of the con- 
tract he undertook to bear all future rates which might be 
imposed in respect of the mine in the event of the abolition 
of the exemption. 

The Act also provides that the purser, secretary, or chief 
managing agent of any tin, lead, or copper mine may, if the 
overseers think fit, be ra^ed as the occupier. 

It further provides that where a right of sporting is severed 
from the land and let, either the owner or lessee of the right 
may, in the discretion of the overseers, be rated for the 
same. 

In like manner the owner of any right of sporting, when 
severed, although not let, may be rated as the occupier 
thereof.^ 

It is important to observe that in those cases where any 
person is authorised by the Act to deduct any rate or part 
of a rate from any rent, royalty, or dues payable by him, the 
person receiving the rent, royalty, or dues, has the same 
right of objection and appeal with reference to the valuation 
list or rate as the occupier. 

The Board cannot attempt to do more in a circular letter 
than point out the principles which will govern the assess- 



^ In reply to inquiries, the Local Government Board have explained 
that this paragraph should be read as if the following words were added 
to it : — "ExceA as already stated, where the owner receives rent for 
the land over which the right extends." (See preceding paragraph, 
ante^ p. 189.) 

O 
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ment of the several^kinds of property now rendered subject 
to local rates. The application of those principles to indi- 
vidual cases will rest with the Assessment Committee, and 
the Board entertain no doubt that they will discharge this 
important and somewhat difficult duty in a careful, con- 
siderate, and impartial manner. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN LAMBERT, 

Secretary. 

To the Clerk to the Assessment Committee, 
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Digest of Decided Cases t elating to the subjects of these 

Aci^ffrom 1862 to 1879. 

[^Cases connected with the rating of Railway, Canal^ Water- 
works, Gas, and similar Companies, and Cases referring 
exclusively to the Metropolis, are not included in this 
Digest.] 

I. Fawcett v, Scriven-with-Tentergate (Court of Queen's 
Bench, April, 1863) : 32 L. J. n.s. M. C. 161 ; 8 L. T. 
n.s. 352 ; 9 Jur. n.s. 1125 ; 3 B. & S. 797. 

Relating to a deduction for curate's salary in rating tithe 
rentcharge; but overruled by Reg. v, Sherford {post. 
No. 30). 



2. Reg. V, Morrish (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1863) : 
32 L. J. n.s. M. C. 245 ; 8 L. T. n.s. 697). 

Where a person had merely a licence to sell refreshments 
in a part of the building of the Great Exhibition of 1862, — 
Held, that he was not ratable, as he had no exclusive occu- 
pation. [See also Reg. v, Stevens, 12 L. T, n.s. 491.] 



3. Reg. V, Stapleton (Court of Queen's Bench, Nov., 1863) : 
33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 17 3 9 L. T. n.s. 322. 

Where a house and premises were used exclusively for a 
charity school, — Held, that the trustees were ratable as the 
occupiers, the property being occupied for a private charity, 
and not for p. public, purpose. [See also Laughlin v. Saffron 
Hill, 12 L. T. n.s. 542.] 
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4. Congreve v, Upton (Court of Queen's Bench, Jan., 1864)1 
33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 83 ; 10 Jur. n.s. 538 ; 9 L. T. n.s. 
684 ; 4 B. & S. 857. 

In the case of a County Lunatic Asylum, — Held, that a 
house for the medical superintendent is within s. 35 of 16 & 
17 Vict, c 97, but a house for the chaplain is not 



5. Hackett v. Long Bennington (Court of Common Pleas^ 
Feb., 1864): 33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 137; 9 L. T. n.s. 769; 
16 C. B. n.s. 38. 

Where three parishes had been enclosed under a Local 
Act, which directed commissioners to set out certain portions 
of land in those parishes in full compensation for all tithes,, 
great and small, and all compositions and pa3niients in lieu 
of tithes (Easter offerings, surplice fees, and mortuaries only 
excepted), thirty acres of such lands to be allotted to the 
vicar, and the remainder to the rector, the latter being sub- 
ject to a com rent to be paid to the vicar, " clear of all 
parochial taxes, rates, dues, and assessments whatsoever, '^ 
the tithes thereupon to cease and be for ever extinguished, — 
Held, that the occupiers of the lands charged with the pay- 
ment of the com rent were not entitled to have the amount 
of such com rent deducted in estimating the net annual value 
of their property liable to the poor rate under 25 & 26 Vict, 
c. 103, s. 15, and 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. i. [In this case, 
the overseers had rated the occupiers of the lands in question 
at their full annual value, without making any deduction in 
respect of the com rent charged upon them; and on an 
objection being made to the Assessment Committee, the 
Committee admitted the objection, and reduced the assess- 
ment by the amount of the com rent. A rate having been 
made accordingly, and appealed against on the ground that 
the corn rent had been improperly deducted, the question 
was taken by means of a special case into the Court of 
Common Pleas.] 

6. Sheppard v. Bradford (Court of Common Pleas, May,. 
1864) : 33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 182 ; 10 L. T. n.s. 42 ; 10 
Jur. n.s. 799; 16 C. B. n.s. 369. 
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Held, that a reformatory school, established under the 
-statutes, is in the nature of a jail, and therefore not ratable. 
£See Reg. v. West Derby, /^j/, No. 65.] 



7. Hayward v. Overseers of Brinkworth (Court of Queen's 
Bench, June, 1864) • 10 L. T. n.s. 608. 

[See Introduction, ante^ pp. 11 — 14; also Reg. v. Wells, 
posty No. 29.] 



3. Staley v, Castleton (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1864) : 
33 L. J. n.s. M. C. 178; 10 Jur. n.s. 1147 ; 5 B. & S. 
505; 10 L. T. n.s. 606. 

Where a cotton mill, furnished with machinery, ceased to 
be worked during the American civil war, and all the work- 
people were discharged except the fireman, who was retained 
to attend to the machinery, and keep it in order with a view 
to its being used again on the revival of trade, — Held, that 
the occupier of the mill was still liable to be rated for it, but 
only upon its then value as a warehouse for the machinery. 
By Blackburn, J. — " The Legislature [in 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c 96, 
s. i] intended that the rate should be made upon the rent 
which might be reasonably expected from a tenant who took 
the property from year to year, rebus sic stantibus. 
Deferred and reversionary prospects are not to be taken into 
account." [See also Harter v, Salford, /^^j/i No. 13.] 



9. Reg. V, Hall Dare (Court of Queen's Bench, Nov., 1864): 
34 L. J. n.s. M. C. 17 ; II Jur. n.s. 59; 11 L. T. n.s. 

301. 

Where the occupier of certain lands was liable for the 
following pa)niients : — i, the General Sewers Rate ; 2, the 
annual tax for maintaining and cleansing the sewers and 
works in tjae district; 3, the cost of repairing and cleansing 
a sluice or floodgate and gote ; and 4, the cost of keeping 
up an adjoining sea-wall, — Held, that allowance should be 
made for the first two items in calculating the gross estimated 
rental, as being tenant's rates and taxes, and that the last two 
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items should be deducted in ascertaining the ratable value, 
as being expenses necessary to maintain the property in a 
state to command the same rent. [See Introduction, 
anU^ p. 10.] 

10. Reg. V, Fulboume (Court of Queen's Bench, May, 1865) : 
34 L. J. n.s. M. C. 106; 12 L. T. n.s. 344; 11 Jur. 
n.s. 620. 

Where the committee of a County Lunatic Asylum pur- 
chased land which was cultivated with the assistance of the 
inmates as a garden, and also received paupers from other 
counties, as well as private patients, from which source a 
profit was derived under s. 43 of 16 & 17 Vict. c. 97, — 
Held, that the Asylum was nevertheless ratable on the 
limited scale prescribed by s. 35 of that Act. [In this case 
the question was raised by the Assessment Committee, who 
increased the valuation of the Asylum in the Valuation List 
in consideration of the advantages referred to.] 



II. Overseers of Sunderland-near-the-Sea v. The Guardians 
of the Sunderland Union (Court of Common Pleas, 
April, May, 1865) : 34 L. J. n.s. M. C. 121 ; 11 Jur. 
n.s. 688; 13 L. T. n.s. 239; 18 C. B. n.s. 531. 

The Assessment Committee having increased the total 
amount of the ratable value of the parish by raising the 
assessments of the two properties mentioned below, the 
Overseers, on behalf of the parish, appealed to the Quarter 
Sessions, under s. 32 of 25 & 26 Vict c 103, and a special 
case was submitted, by consent, to the Court of Common 
Pleas, by which the questions were decided as follows : — 

I. Where the tenants of certain public-houses paid rents 
less than the value of the houses, but contracted with the 
owner to take all their malt liquors from his brewery, — 
Held (Byles, J., diss,), that the ratable value of the public- 
houses was not to be decreased, nor that of the brewery 
increased, in consequence of these arrangements ; but that 
each should be rated upon the ratable value ascertained 
irrespectively thereof (Allison v. Monkwearmouth, 23 L. J.. 
n.s. M. C. 177, reviewed). 
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2. The Assessment Committee having amended the Valu- 
ation List of the parish, in which the "Small Tenements 
Rating Act," 13 & 14 Vict. c. 99, had been adopted, by 
inserting in the column for ratable value the full ratable 
value of the small tenements, without making any deduction 
in respect of the rating of the owners instead of the occu- 
piers, — Held, that the Assessment Committee had adopted 
the right course [See also Dodd v, Bilston, /^j/, No. 18.] 



12. Reg. V. Richmond (Court of Queen's Bench, May, 1865) : 
34 L. J. n.s. M. C. i86 ; 6 B. & S. 541. 

Where an Assessment Committee, having given notice to 
the Overseers of a parish to return a Valuation List within 
ten days, under s. 14 of 25 & 26 Vict, c 103, proceeded, 
before the lapse of three months from their appointment, to 
appoint a valuer to make a Valuation List of the parish; and 
afterwards, and after the three months, the Overseers returned 
a Valuation List, which the Committee deemed unsatisfactory, 
and the valuer thereupon completed his valuation, which 
exceeded by more than one-sixth the amount of the valuation 
returtied by the Overseers, — Held, that the expense of the 
valuation made by the person appointed under these circum- 
stances by the Committee could not be charged against the 
parish under s. 39 ; nor could it be so charged under s. 37, 
as all compensation payable under s. 37 is chargeable to 
the common fund, imless the parish becomes liable to 
bear it under s. 39. [In this case the Auditor had 
allowed the pa3rment as a charge against the parish, and his 
allowance was removed by certiorari into the Court of 
Queen's Bench, under 7 & 8 Vict, c loi, s. 35.] 



13. Harter v. Salford (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1865): 
34 L. J. n.s. M. C. 206 ; 11 Jur. n.s. 1036 ; 6 B & S. 

591- 
Where the owner of a silk mill, having given up working 
it himself, retained possession of it in statu quo, intending to 
let it with the machinery as a silk mill, — Held, that he was 
ratable for his occupation of the mill as a warehouse for the 
machinery, the case being governed by the decision in Staley 
V. Castleton (see ante, No. 8). 
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14. Jones V, Mersey Docks and Harbour Board; Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board v, Cameron (House of 
Lords, February, July, 1864, June, 1865): 35 L. J. 
n.s. M. C. i; 12 L. T. n.s. 643; 11 Jur. ils. 746; 
20 C. B. n.s. 56. 

The question in both these cases (which was raised in each 
case by an action of replevin on a distress for the rate) was 
substantially the same, viz., whether the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board were ratable for the occupation of their 
estate — in the first case, in Liverpool; in the second, in 
Birkenhead. The Court of Common Pleas having given 
judgment in favour of the plaintiffs in the Liverpool case, 
on the ground that the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board 
were not ratable (30 L. J. n.s. M. C. 185), and that judgment 
having been confirmed, on appeal, by the Court of Exchequer 
Chamber (30 L. J. n.s. M. C. 239), both cases were carried 
into the House of Lords. That House having consulted the 
Judges, an opinion in favour of the liability of the Board to 
be rated was delivered by Mr. Justice Blackburn, on behalf 
of the Lord Chief Baron, Mr. Justice Williams, Mr. Justice 
Mellor, Mr. Baron Pigott, and himself; whilst a contrary 
opinion was given by Mr. Justice Byles, who thought that 
the Board were not "occupiers" within the meaning of 43 
Eliz. c 2. The House of Lords decided that the occupier 
of any property mentioned in 43 Eliz. c 2, is ratable if his 
occupation be such as yields or is capable of yielding a net 
annual value, whether the benefit be enjoyed by the occupier 
himself or by other persons ; the only occupier exempt from 
ratability being the Sovereign (who is not named in the Act) 
and his immediate servants, whose occupation is the occu- 
pation of the Crown, whether for the personal convenience 
of the Sovereign or for the government of the country. It 
was therefore held that the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board were ratable, as being the occupiers of property not 
in the occupation of the Crown, and yielding a revenue 
beyond what was needed for its maintenance. [On the 
same principle, it follows that the trustees of valuable pro- 
perty occupied for charitable purposes are liable to be rated 
under 43 Eliz. c. 2. See Ilkley Hospital v, Ilkley, and Reg. 
V, British Orphan Asylum, 41 L. T. 42.] 



DIGEST OF DECIDED CASES. 20I 

15. Hill V, Hippesley (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1865) : 
MS. note; * Times' Newspaper, 7 June, 1865. 

Where the Assessment Committee of the Clutton Union, 
under s. i3of25&26 Vict. c. 103, had called for returns 
from the Clerk to the Commissioners of Income Tax, for 
which he claimed fees amounting to ;£^53, but the Com- 
mittee, under s. 37 of the Act, fixed the compei^isation to be 
allowed to him at ;£25, — Held, that he could not recover 
more than the amount allowed by the Committee. 

[The members of the Assessment Committee are not 
personally liable in such a case for the amount so allowed ; 
the claim should be made against the Guardians of the 
Union under s. 38 of the Act. See Leicester Waterworks 
Company v, the Assessment Committee of the Barrow-on- 
Soar Union, and others, /^j/, No, 82.] 



16. Reg. V. Chorlton-on-Medlock (Bail Court, June, 1865) : 
35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 56; 12 L. T. n.s. 581. 

Held, that where the Assessment Committee have altered 
a Valuation List, the Overseers, and not the Assessment 
Committee, are the proper persons to re-deposit it, and to 
igive notice of the re-deposit, under s. 21 of the 25 & 26 
Vict c. 103. The Assessment Committee are to "cause" 
these acts to be done, but the Overseers are to do them. 



17. Reg. V, Bilston (Court of Queen's Bench, Nov., 1865): 
35 K J. n.s. M. C. 73 ; 13 L. T. n.s. 327 ; 12 Jur. n.s. 
139 ; 6 B. & S. 908 ; L. R. I Q. B. 18. 

Held, that " water-rent," /. e, a voluntary pa5anent for the 
supply of water to a house, is not a subject of allowance or 
deduction in ascertaining the ratable value of the house ; as 
it is neither a tenant's rate or tax, nor an expense necessary 
to maintain the property in a state to command the same 
rent 



18. Dodd and Southam, app,; Bilston, resp, (Court of Queen's 
Bench, Nov. 1865) : 35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 97; 12 Jur. n.s. 
159; 13 L. T. n.s. 589; 6 B. & S. 902; L. R. i Q. B. 16. 
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Where by a Local Act the owners of small tenements were 
empowered to compound for the rates upon such tenements, 
whether occupied or not, by payment of one-half the rates, — 
Held, that the ratable value of such tenements was to be 
ascertained under the 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, in the same 
manner as that of other tenements not subject to composi- 
tion. By Cockbum, C. J., " The composition is for the 
mutual convenience of parties, and a landlord puts himself 
in the place of the tenant ; but that does not affect the 
question under the Parochial Assessment Act." [See also 
Sunderland-near-the-Sea z'. Sunderland Union, tf«/^, No. 11.} 



19. Reg. V, Cobb (Bail Court, Jan. 1866): 13 L. T. n.s. 802. 

Where a valuation had been made and signed, but not 
delivered, before the passing of 27 & 28 VicL c. 39, — Held, 
that s. 4 did not require the valuation to be made again. 



20. Hilton and Walkerfield, v, Bowes (Court of Queen's 
Bench, Jan. 1866) : 35 L. J. n.s. M. C. 137 ; 14 L. T. 
n.s. 512 ; L. R. I Q. B. 359. 

Where, under an Inclosure Act, the right of shooting had 
been completely severed from the ownership of the soil, so 
as to become simply an incorporeal hereditament, — Held, 
that no one was liable to be rated for such incorporeal here- 
ditament. [See also Reg. v. Battle Union, /(7j/, No. 23.] 



21. Ipswich Dock Commissioners ». SL Peter, Ipswich(Court 
of Queen's Bench, June, i866) : 7 B & S. 310. 

In the case of a wet dock in a tidal river, — Held, i, that 
the Dock Commissioners were ratable for the dock dues, 
though paid by vessels not entering the dock ; and 2, that 
they were not ratable for coal dues not attached to the occu- 
pation of the dock, though applied towards its maintenance. 



22. Frewen, app, ; Guardians of the Battle Union, resp. 
(Court of Queen's Bench, June 7, 1866 : Cor. Black- 
burn, Mellor, and Shee, JJ.) : MS. note. 
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Hannen and Merrifield showed cause against a rule nisi 
obtained to quash an order of the East Sussex Quarter Ses- 
sions confirming a rate, and ordering the Appellant to pay 
the costs of the appeal. 

It appeared from the affidavits that a Valuation List had 
been approved in 1864, in which, by mistake, the ratable 
value was stated at more than the gross estimated rental, 
the former being jQ^i 10s, and the latter jQ^o 15J. On the 
17th February, 1865, Mr. Frewen appealed to the Assess- 
ment Committee, claiming a substantial reduction in the 
ratable value. The Committee decided against him, but 
corrected the mistake by ordering the ratable value to be 
reduced to jQ^?> 15J. The Valuation List was not there at 
the time, but a rough minute was made of the decision, and 
at the next meeting of the Committee, on the 26th May, the 
fair minute was signed, and the Valuation List being there 
was corrected by drawing a pen through the figures jQ^i 10s. 
and writing above them the figures jQ^2t 15^. 

On the 23rd March, 1865, a rate was made which was 
copied from the Valuation List, and therefore showed a 
ratable value of jQ^i 10s, It did not appear when the 
Overseers had notice of the alteration of the Valuation List, 
but when or soon after they had such notice they corrected 
the rate in accordance with the correction made in the Valu- 
ation List 

Mr. Frewen, being dissatisfied with the decision of the 
Assessment Committee, appealed against the rate to the 
Midsummer Quarter Sessions: The notice of appeal was 
served 2nd June, 1865. The appeal was adjourned to the 
Michaelmas Quarter Sessions, when the Appellant by his 
Counsel claimed a reduction of ;^2o, but the Sessions con- 
firmed the rate. A discussion ensued as to costs, but the 
Sessions awarded them to be paid by the Appellant. In 
December, 1865, the Appellant for the first time intimated 
that he should refuse to pay the costs, as he had been ad- 
vised that he was the successful party on the appeal ; and 
his Counsel, Field, Q.C., and Hurst, now argued for him 
that the Valuation List must be taken to have been altered 
on the 17th February, and therefore that the rate not having 
been made in accordance with it was a nullity under the 
Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862, Section 28, or, if 
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this were not so, that the Assessment Committee had no 
power at a subsequent meeting to call for and amend the 
Valuation List; that the alteration of the rate was unau- 
thorized, or, at least, was not shown to have been made 
before the date of the notice of appeal against the rate,' and 
therefore that the rate, for the purposes of that appeal, was 
on a ratable value of ^£'41 los. ; and as the Sessions only 
meant to decide that the ratable value was ;^38 155., the 
Appellant was the successful party, and therefore could not 
be ordered to pay costs. 

But the Court, after observing that the rate was required 
by the Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862, Section 28, 
to correspond with the ratable value appearing in the Valu- 
ation List in force at the time, — Held, that the rate was not 
a nullity under the 28th Section, the Valuation List not 
having been in fact corrected at the time when the rate was 
made. They intimated a strong opinion that the proceeding 
of the Overseers in afterwards correcting the ratable value in 
accordance with the corrected Valuation List was regular and 
in accordance with the Union Assessment Committee Act, 
1864, Section i, but held that as the Order of Sessions con- 
firmed " the rate," it was valid whether the rate at the hear- 
ing of the appeal was to be considered as on a ratable value 
of ;;^4i I OS. or j£^S 1 5 J. The Court therefore discharged 
the rule, with costs. 



23. Reg. V. Battle Union (Court of Queen's Bench, Nov. 
1866) : 36 L. J. iLS. M. C. I ; 15 L. T. n.s. 180; 12 
Jur. n.s, 996 ; L. R. 2 Q. B. 8. 

Where the owner of land occupied it himself and leased 
to another the right of shooting and taking game thereon, — 
Held, that the rent received by him for the exercise of such 
right ought not to be deducted in estimating the ratable value 
of the land in his occupation. [See also Hilton v, Bowes, 
an^e, No. 20; and Introduction, ^7«/<?, p. 43. In the judgment 
of the Court in Reg. v. Battle Union, the decision of Reg. v. 
Thurlstone (28 L. J. n.s. M. C. 106) appears to have been 
♦questioned.] 
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24. Lord Fitzhardinge v, Pritchett (Court of Queen*s Bench, 
Jan. 1867) : 36 L. J. as. M. C. 49; 15 L T. n.s. 502; 
8 B. & S. 216; L. R. 2 Q. B. 135. 

Where beech-trees were cut down and trained so as to 
produce, although at long intervals, a succession of stems 
and shoots, — Held, that such trees, being so treated, were 
ratable as "salable underwood" under 43 Eliz. c. '2, s. i, 
although beech-trees were looked upon as timber by the 
custom of the particular district. 



25. Corporation of Lincoln v. Holmes (Court of Queen's 
Bench, April, 1867): 36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 73 ; 16 L. T. 
n.s. 739 j 8 B. & S. 344 ; L. R. 2 Q. B. 482. 

Where the soil of certain common land was vested in the 
Corporation, but the rights of common were enjoyed by the 
freemen, the expenses being borne by the Corporation, and 
there being no return, — Held, that the Corporation, and not 
the freemen, were ratable ; but as there was no profit to the 
Corporation, the rate must be reduced to nothing. (Statutes, 
cited : 4 & 5 VicL c. 48, and 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 36.) 



26. Corporation of London v, St. Andrew's, Holbom (Court 
of Common Pleas, June, 1867) : 36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
95; 16 L. T. n.s. 665; L. R. 2 C. P. 574. 

Held, that under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
1S45, s. 133, the promoters. of an undertaking are bound, 
until their works are completed, to make good the deficiency 
in the Poor Rate, but are not liable to be rated. 



27. Reg. V. St. Martin's, Leicester (Court of Queen's Bench^ 
June, 1867) : 36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 99 j 16 L. T. n.s. 625 ; 
L. R. 2 Q. B. 493. 

Where premises were occupied by Officers of the County 
Constabulary, — Held, that they were exempt from rating, 
being occupied for the purposes of the public government 
of the country, and therefore constructively by the Crown » 
[See the Mersey Docks case, ante^ No. 14.] 
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28. Reg. V, Castle View, Leicester (Court of Queen's Bench, 
June, 1867) : 36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 99 ; 16 L. T. n.s. 625; 
L. R. 2 Q. B. 493. 

Where a castle belonging to the Crown was used by the 
Justices, with the permission of the Constable of the castle, 
for holding the Assizes and Quarter Sessions, and for keep- 
ing the County Records, — Held, that the Justices were not 
liable to be rated, the castle being Crown property occupied 
for public purposes. [See the Mersey Docks case, antey 
No. 14; see also Justices of Lancashire v, Cheetham, post. 
No. 31.] 



29. Reg. V, Wells (Court of Queen's Bench, May, July, 
1867): 36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 109; 8 B. & S. 607; 16 
L. T. n.s. 790 ; L. R, 2 Q. B. 542. 

1. Where, by agreement, the tenant took upon himself a 
certain portion of the cost of repairs, — Held, that, so far as 
regards that portion of the cost, no deduction should be 
made, in respect of the repairs, from the gross estimated 
rental (which in this case was the rent actually paid) in 
ascertaining the ratable value. [QucBrex Would not this 
have been ruled otherwise, if the gross estimated rental had 
not been the rent actually paid, but a rent estimated accord- 
ing to the usual terms of tenancy ? See Ha5rward v. Brink- 
worth, ante. No. 7.] 

2. In assessing dwelling houses, farm buildings, and com 
mills, — Held, that a deduction ought to be made for the sum 
set aside by a prudent owner to provide for the future renewal 
of the buildings and machinery, as being an expense neces- 
sary to maintain the hereditament in a state to command the 
same rent. 

[In the above case the Assessment Committee were 
respondents, as well as the Overseers.] 



30. Reg. V. Sherford (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1867) : 
36 L. J. n.s. M. C. 113; 16 L. T. n.s. 663; L R. 
2 Q. B. 503 ; 8 B. & S. 596. 
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Where the Vicar of three parishes composing one benefice 
employed Curates in two of the parishes, — Held, that the 
Curates' stipends could not lawfully be deducted in com- 
puting the ratable value of the tithe commutation rentcharge. 
[This decision, founded on the judgment of the House of 
Lords in the Mersey Docks case (antCj No. 14), overruled the 
decisions which allowed a deduction for Curate's salary in 
Reg. V, Goodchild (27 L. J. n.s. M. C. 233; 4 Jur. n.s. 1050; 
31 L. T. 9; I E. B. & E. i) j Williams v, Llangeinwen (31 
L. J. n.s. M. C. 54; 5 L. T. n.s. 309; 8 Jur. n.s. 303 ; i B. 
& S. 699); Wheeler v, Burmington (31 L. J. n.s. M. C. 57 ; 
5 L. T. n.s. 345 ; 8 Jur. n.s. 304 ; i B. & S. 709) ; and 
Fawcett v, Scriven-with-Tentergate (ante^ No. i).] 



31. Justices of Lancashire v, Cheetham (Court of Queen's 
Bench, Nov., 1867): 37 L J. n.s. M. C. 12; L R. 
3 Q. B. 14. 

AVhere the Justices of L. were empowered by a Local 
Act to provide courts. Judges' lodgings, and offices for the 
Assizes, and also to permit the use of the buildings for other 
purposes, and did in fact allow the Corporation of M. to 
use part of the buildings for the City Quarter Sessions and 
Court of Record, at a rent of ^900 a-year, which, however, 
was insufficient to meet the annual expenses, — Held, that 
the Justices were ratable for the part let off to the Corpora- 
tion. By Cockburn, C.J. : — "Whatever be the occupation, 
if a profit is made out of the premises occupied, there is a 
liability to be rated." [See the Mersey Docks case, antCy 
No. 14 ; and Reg. v. Castle View, Leicester, ante^ No. 28.] 



32. Reg. V, Corporation of Oldham (Court of Queen's 
Bench, April, 1868) : 37 L J. n.s. M. C. 169 ; L R. 
3 Q. B. 474. 

Held that the operation of 4 & 5 Vict. c. 48, s. i, in 
exempting from ratability borough property situated in a 
parish wholly within a borough, the poor of which are 
relieved by one entire rate, is not affected by the decision of 
the House of Lords in the Mersey Docks case {ante^ No. 
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14), nor by the Union Chargeability Act, 28 & 29 Vict a 
79. A Corporation not included in Schedules A and B of 
5 & 6 Wm. iv. c. 76, is by 16 & 17 Vict c. 79, s. 2, entitled 
to the benefit of the exemption in 4 & 5 Vict c. 48, s. i. 
[This exemption is now repealed by 39 & 40 Vict a 61, 
s. 30.] 



33. Watkins v. the Assessment Committee of the Gravesend 
and Milton Union (Court of Queen's Bench, April 
1868): 37 L. J. n.s. M. C. 73; 18 L. T. n.s. 601; 
L. R. 3 Q. B. 350. 

Where the Appellant had a mere licence to moor a coal 
hulk or barge to posts fixed in the bed of the river Thames, 
for which he paid an annual sum of ;^3o to the Thames 
Conservators, — Held, that being a mere licensee, and not a 
tenant, he was not liable to be rated as the occupier of the 
land in which the posts were fixed ; but that that liability 
would rest on the Thames Conservators, unless there was 
something in the Conservancy Act or otherwise to relieve 
them. [See Grant v, Oxford Local Board, post, No. 38.] 



34. Talargoch Mining Company v, St Asaph Union (Court 
of Queen's Bench, May, 1868): 37 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
149 ; 18 L. T. n.s. 711 ; L. R. 3 Q. B. 478.] 

Where a Mining Company had obtained, for an annual 
payment, the right of diverting a natural spring upon neigh- 
bouring land, and of conveying the water over intervening 
land to iron pipes near the mine, for the purpose of being 
used in working the machinery connected with the mine, — 
Held, first, that the Company were ratable as occupiers of 
the land covered by the pipes and watercourse ; second, 
that, although the mine itself (a lead mine) was not ratable, 
this land was ratable according to its increased value derived 
from the use of the pipes and watercourse for working the 
mine. — By Blackburn, J. : — " The case of R. v. Overseers of 
Bilston (s B. & C. 851) has been relied upon. There it 
was held that an engine used in working a mine of iron- 
stone was not ratable. But I think that it must be takea 
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that there the shaft was part of the mine itself. There is 
nothing to show that it occupied any land distinct from the 
pit. If it did, I should hesitate before I concurred with the 
decision." [See Reg. v. Metropolitan Board of Works, post, 
No. 37.] 

35. Reg. V, McCann (Court of Queen's Bench, Jan., 1868): 

37 L. J. n.s. M. C. 25 ; 17 L. T. n.s. 643 ; L. R. 
3 Q. B. 141. (In the Exchequer Chamber, June, 
i868) : 37 L. J. n.s. M. C. 123 ; 19 L. T. n.s. 115 ; 
L. R. 3 Q. B. 677. 

Where a bridge over the Thames was built under an Act 
of Parliament by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
with money advanced by the Treasury out of the Con- 
solidated Fund, and tolls were received, which, however, 
were insufficient to repay the sum advanced, — Held, by the 
Court of Queen's Bench, that the Commissioners were not 
ratable for the bridge or its approaches, their occupation 
being solely as servants of the Crown, and the work, although 
for a local and private object, being in fact executed by the 
servants and with the funds of the Crown. This decision 
was affirmed, on appeal, by the Court of Exchequer 
Chamber. 

36. Stamper v, Sunderland-near-the-Sea (Court of Common 

Pleas, June, July, 1868); 37 L. J. n.s. M. C. 137 ; 18 
L. T. n.s. 682 ; L. R. 3 C. P. 388. 

Where the Appellant and five other persons each occupied 
a room in a six-roomed house in a parish in a parliamentary 
borough, but using in common the street-door, passages, 
staircase, and other conveniences, the owner not being 
resident on the premises, — Held, that a rate made after the 
passing of the Representation of the People Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Vict. c. 102), in which the several occupiers were 
rated, each for his own room, was bad, on the ground that 
the owner ought to have been rated for the whole house, 
under s. 7 of that Act. 

In this case, the Small Tenements Rating Act, 13 & 14 
Vict. c. 99, had been adopted in the parish, and the owner 
had been previously rated under that Act for the house in 
question in one sum, thus: — Ratable Value, ;^2o ; Amount 

p 
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of Rate assessed upon and payable by the owner instead of 
the occupier, by virtue of the Statute or Statutes in that 
behalf, j£i. The Court held that in s. 7 of 30 & 31 Vict, 
c. 102, which provides for the case " where the dwelling- 
house or tenement shall be wholly let out in apartments or 
lodgings not separately rated," the words "not separately 
rated" mean "not separately rated at the time of the 
passing of the Act ;" and they further held that the apart- 
ments or lodgings in the dwelling-house in question were 
" not separately rated " at that time, as the owner was rated 
for the whole house in one sum. 

[It seems, however, to have been overlooked that, if this 
was so, the owner was not legally rated, for the ratable value 
of the house was j£2o, whilst the 13 & 14 Vict. c. 99, did 
not apply to any house the ratable value of which exceeded 
j£6. Moreover, under that Act, the owner could only be 
rated instead of the occupier ^ and there was no occupier of the 
whole house. The rating of the owner in one sum was an 
erroneous and factitious rating, adopted, no doubt, for con- 
venience in making out the rate, but not affecting the legal 
position of the owner, who could only be rated under 
13 & 14 Vict c. 99, instead of the occupier, and for a 
tenement not exceeding the ratable value of ^6. It follows, 
therefore, either that the owner was not legally rated at all 
under that Act, or else that he was rated separately (though 
for convenience in one sum) for six separate tenements in 
substitution for six separate occupiers, the ratable value of 
each occupation or tenement being under J[fi, If so, 
these six tenements were "separately rated " at the time of 
the passing of the 30 & 31 Vict, c 102.] 



37. Reg. V, Metropolitan Board of Works (Court of Queen's 
Bench, Nov., 1868): 38 L. J. n.s. M. C. 24; 19 
L. T. n.s. 348 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 15. 

Held, that the Metropolitan Board of Works are ratable 
for lands and buildings occupied by them, which have an 
occupation value ; but they are not ratable for the land 
occupied by the sewers of the Metropolis, from which they 
derive no profit. \<Qu(Bre\ Would they become ratable if 
they sold the sewage ?] 
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With regard to the pumping machinery standing on land 
which would be ratable in the hands of any other occupiers, 
the Court held it to be ratable; adding: — "The reason 
why the engine and engine-pit, in R. v, Bilston (5 B. & C. 
^51)* were held to be exempt was, that the pit was dug, and 
the engine erected in; and that they formed part of, an iron- 
stone mine, which was itself not a ratable subject But that 
reason does not apply to the present case." 

[See Talargoch Mining Co. v, Sl Asaph Union, antCy 
No. 34; see also Metropolitan Board of Works v. West 
Ham, posty No. 44.] 

38. Grant v, Oxford Local Board (Court of Queen's Bench, 
Nov., 1868): 38 L. J. n.s. M. C. 39; 19 L. T. n.s. 
378; L. R. 4Q. B. 9. 

The General District Rates under the Local Government 
Acts are to be made upon the occupiers of the same kinds 
of property as are assessable to the Poor Rate. Where a 
boat-club possessed a barge or house-boat attached loosely 
by iron rings to posts fixed in the bed of the river, which had 
been so fixed without express licence, and for which no rent 
was paid, — Held, that the club was not ratable to the 
General District Rates as the occupier of this property. 
{See Watkins v. Gravesend and Milton Union, ante^ No. 33.] 



39. Reg. V, Rhymney Railway Company (Court of Queen's 
Bench, February, 1869): 38 L. J. n.s. M. C. 75; 
L. R. 4 Q. B. 276. 

Where a railway company were assessed for their railway, 
and also for certain sidings, wharves, and tips, which were 
leased to them by the trustees of an adjacent dock, under an 
agreement according to which the wharfage dues were paid 
to the trustees, and applied by them to the purposes of the 
trust, — Held, that this arrangement as to the pa5anent of the 
wharfage dues did not release the railway company from the 
liability to be rated for the entire value of the property, 
including the wharfage dues; the Appellants as the sole 
occupiers of the wharf being ratable on the full ratable 

p 2 
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value of the premises in their occupation, without regard to- 
the precise amount of benefit which they themselves might 
derive from such occupation. In their judgment the Court 
referred to the following cases : — Reg. v, Sherford (anttj 
No. 30); Hilton V, Bowes (ante^ No. 20); Reg. v. Battle 
Union (ante^ No. 23) \ Corporation of Lincoln v. Holmes 
{ante^ No. 25); and also Reg. v, Thurlstone (28 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 106; I El. & El. 502), as well as Lawrence 
V. Tolleshunt Knights (31 L. J. n.s. M. C. 148; 2 
B. & S. 533). 

40. Reg. V, Great Western Railway Company (Court of 

Queen's Bench, April, 1869) : 38 L. J. n.s. M. C. 89; 
20 L. T. n.s. 481 ; L. R. 4 Q. B., 323 ; la 
B. &S. 318. 

Where an appeal had been made to the Quarter Sessions 
against a Rate after failure to obtain relief from the 
Assessment Committee, — Held, that under 27 & 28 Vict. 
c. 39, s. I, it was necessary, before appealing against a 
second Rate, to make a fresh application to the Committee, 
although the Valuation List upon which the second Rate 
was made contained precisely the same valuation of the 
Appellant's property as the list which had been previously 
objected to. [See Reg. v. Justices of Wiltshire, posty 
No. 83.] 

41. Maiden v. The Queen (Court of Queen's Bench, Aprils 

1869): 38 L. J. n.s. M.C. 125 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 326; 
10 B. & S. 323. 

Where the Assessment Committee had inserted in a 
Supplemental Valuation List, sent in by the Overseers 
imder 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 25, certain new houses, which 
were ready for occupation but not let or occupied, and the 
Overseers thereupon appealed to the Quarter Sessions 
against the list under s. 32 of the Act, — Held, that the 
-^sessment Committee acted rightly in inserting the new but 
unoccupied houses in the list, such houses being " ratable 
property" within the meaning of s. 25. [See also Reg. v. 
Hammersmith, 33 L. T. 183; and 31 & 32 Vict c. 122, 
s. 38.] 
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42. Reg. V, Biggleswade Union (Court of Common Pleas, 
November, 1869): 21 L. T. n.s. 494. 

Where a Poor Rate was published on 30th May and 
notice of objection to the Valuation List was given by the 
Appellant to the Assessment Committee on nth June, and 
the Committe sat and heard the objection on 30th June, the 
same day on which the Quarter Sessions began, — Held, that, 
as it was necessary under 27 & 28 Vict a 39, s. i, to apply 
to the Committee in the first instance, the Appellant could 
not, under the circumstances, have appealed against the 
Rate at the June Sessions, and was therefore not too late in 
entering his appeal at the following October Sessions. 



43. Commissioners for New Shoreham Harbour z\ Lancing 
(Court of Queen's Bench, April, 1870) : 39 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 121 j 22 L. T. as. 434; L. R. 5 Q. B. 489. 

Certain harbour commissioners were authorised by an Act 
of Parliament to deepen the channel and make an entrance 
from the sea, with piers ; and to take tolls from the vessels 
entering the harbour, — Held, that they were not ratable; for 
as to the channel, the soil was not vested in them, they were 
merely empowered to make a passage from the sea to the 
harbour, and were not liable to be rated for such right of 
passage; and as to the piers, although the commissioners 
were the occupiers of the land on which the piers stood, 
the piers themselves were worth nothing, and could not be 
considered as enhanced in value by the tolls, as an occupier 
of the piers would not receive any of the tolls or derive any 
benefit firom the harbour. 



44. Metropolitan Board of Works v. West Ham (Court of 
Queen's Bench, November, 1870) : 40 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
30; L. R. 6 Q. B. 193. 

The Metropolitan Board of Works constructed sewers on 
an embankment in the parish, and erected a pumping station 
and other works, forming part of the main drainage scheme, 
— Held, (i) that the Board was not liable to be rated for the 
land occupied by the sewer and embankment, as there was 
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no beneficial occupation ; (2) that the Board was liable for 
the other property, to be assessed according to its value if 
let to a tenant for purposes other than the main drainage 
system. [See Reg. v. Metropolitan Board of Works, anUy 
No. 37.] 



45. Roads V. Trumpington (Court of Queen's Bench, Novem- 
ber, 1870): 40 L. J. ILS. M. C. 35 ; L. R. 6 Q. B. 56. 

The owner of land let to a tenant from year to year, sub- 
ject to a reservation of the minerals, agreed with contractors 
to permit them to enter upon the land and dig for coprolites, 
the contractors agreeing to restore the surface fit for agricul- 
tural purposes, — Held, that the contractors, during the work- 
ings, were in exclusive occupation of the land, and ratable 
accordingly. [See Reg. v. Whaddon, post^ No. 64.] 



46. Reg. 7K Justices of Kent, re Mercer (Court of Queen's 
Bench, November, 1870): 40 L. J. n.s. M. C. 76; 
L. R. 6 Q. B. 132. 

The Appellant objected to a valuation list, under 27 & 28 
Vict. c. 39, s. I, on the ground that he was overrated, and 
three other persons underrated, and the Assessment Com- 
mittee having decided as to his own and one of the other 
assessments, he withdrew the remaining objections, — Held, 
that he might appeal to the Sessions against the rate made 
in conformity with the list, so far as regards the cases which 
the Committee had decided, and in which he had " failed to 
obtain relief," without proceeding with the appeal as regards 
the other cases. 



47. Liverpool' United Gas Light Company v, Everton, and 
Assessment Committee of the West Derby Union 
(Court of Common Pleas, January, 1871): 40 L. J. 
n.s. M. C. 104; L. R 6 C. P. 414. 

A rate having been made on 8th July, 1870, the Appellant 
went before the Assessment Committee, and failed to obtain 
relief, on 3rd August The next Borough Sessions were held 
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on I St September, and no appeal was then entered ; but at 
the following Sessions, held on 26th October, the appeal was 
entered and respited, the Recorder being of opinion that, 
having regard to the 21 days' notice required by 27 & 28 
Vict, c 39, s. I, the September Sessions were not the next 
practicable Sessions, — Held, that it was competent to the 
Court to review the decision of the Recorder, upon a motion 
for prohibition ; and that, as there were 6 days beyond the 
21 days before ist September, he was wrong in holding that 
the September Sessions were not the next practicable 
Sessions. 



48. Morgan v. Crawshay (House of Lords, June, July, 187 1) : 

40 L. J. n.s. M. C. 202 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. 581, 5 H. L. 

304- 

[As to the liability of iron mines to be rated. See Intro- 
duction, ante^ p. 47.] 

49. Reg. V, Assessment Committee of the Gainsborough 

Union (Court of Queen's Bench, November, 187 1) : 

41 L. J. n.s. M. C. I ; L. R. 7 Q. B. 64. 

Under a Local Act for draining and embanking certain 
lands, an annual rate for maintaining the works was levied 
from the owners of the lands, — Held, that this payment, 
though not a tenant's rate or tax, was to be deducted from 
the gross estimated rental, under 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96, s. i, 
as an expense necessary to maintain the hereditament in a 
state to command the same rent. 



50. Caswell V. Wolverhampton (Court of Queen's Bench, 
January, 1872): 41 L. J. n.s. M. C. 108; L. R. 7 
Q. B. 328. 

Under a Local Act tolls for cattle brought into a market 
for sale became due as soon as the cattle were brought into 
the market, and before they were tied up or put into pens, — 
Held, that the lessee of the market was not ratable in respect 
of such tolls, being mere market tolls, and not payments for 
the use of the soil or in the nature of stallage. 
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51. Guest. V, East Dean (Court of Queen's Bench, January, 

1872): 41 L. J. n.s. M. C. 129; L. R. 7 Q. B. 334. 

The Appellant was owner and occupier of iron mines ex- 
tending over an area of 310 acres, and occupier of about 
two and a half acres of surface land, part of which was 
above and part away from the mines ; and upon the surface 
land were buildings, with engines and workshops, and tram- 
ways in connection with the mines, — Held, that, although 
the Appellant was not ratable for the mines, he was ratable 
for the surface land with the structures thereon, and that for 
the purposes of rating the gross estimated rental should be 
calculated with reference to the value of the land to the 
occupier of the mines. [See Kittow and Others v, St Cleer, 
and the Assessment Committee of the Liskeard Union, 
postf No. 63.] 

52. Mildmay v. Wimbledon (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 

1872) : 41 L. J. n.s. M. C. 133. 

The National Rifle Association had the permanent occu- 
pation of a storeshed on Wimbledon Common, and the 
temporary occupation of an enclosed area on part of the 
Common with the butts for the annual rifle meeting between 
I St May and 31st August in each year, — Held, that in a rate 
made on 27th March they were ratable for the storeshed, 
but not for the area and the butts. 



53. Cory and Others v. Greenwich (Court of Common Pleas, 
June, 1872) : 41 L. J. n.s. M. C. 142 ; L. R 7 C. P. 
499. 

The Appellants were possessed of a derrick for loading and 
unloading coals in the river Thames, which was moored 
within the parish of Greenwich, under a licence from the 
Conservators, in the following manner, viz., by two single- 
fluked anchors on the side nearest the shore, by two stones 
on the channel side, and by two stream-anchors, one at the 
head and the other at the stern. The anchors and stones 
(which could be hauled on board by the machinery on the 
derrick) were merely dropped into the river, no force being 
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used for the purpose of fastening them, but only a small 
quantity of ballast being removed in the bed of the river to 
enable the stones to lie flat The derrick was always afloat, 
and was subject to be moved to any other part of the river 
at the pleasure of the Conservators, — Held, that the Appel- 
lants were not ratable for these moorings, which did not 
constitute an occupation by them of the soil or bed of the 
river. [See Watkins v. Assessment Committee of the 
Gravesend and Milton Union, ante, No. 33 ; and Grant v, 
Oxford Local Board, ante, No. 38 ; and see Cory v, Bristow, 
post, No. 66.] 

54. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board v. Liverpool (Court 

of Queen's Bench, May, 1872): 41 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
161 ; L. R. 7 Q. B. 643. 

The Appellants were owners and occupiers, under Acts of 
Parliament, of docks in different parishes on both sides of 
the river Mersey, which were under one management, and 
a vessel having paid the dues for entering one of the docks 
could use any of the docks of the same class on either side 
of the river, or of a higher class by paying the difference ; 
but the docks on the Liverpool side were much more 
frequented than those on the Birkenhead side, — Held, that 
in rating the docks on the Liverpool side they were not to 
be treated as one system with those on the Birkenhead side, 
but the earnings and outgoings on each side must be kept 
distinct, and the Liverpool docks rated accordingly. [See 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board v, Birkenhead, post, 
No. 57 : see also No. 59.] 

55, Reg. V, Chorlton Union (Court of Queen's Bench, 

November, 1872): 42 L. J. n.s. M. C. 34; L. R. 
8 Q. B. 5. 

Held, that a valuation list of a parish after being altered 
by the Assessment Committee, must be deposited for 
inspection as required by sections 17 and 21 of 25 & 26 
Vict. c. 103 ; and that an order for contributions, made on 
the parish by the guardians of the union, and based on an 
altered list not so deposited, is invalid. 
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56. Bell V, Crane (Court of Queen's Bench, May, 1873): 
42 L. J. n.s. M. C. 122 ; L. R- 8 Q. B. 481. 

Held, that under 32 & 33 Vict. c. 40, s. i, the Rating 
Authority has a discretion in the matter, and is not bound 
to grant the exemption. 



57. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board v. Birkenhead 

(Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1873); 4^ L« J- n.s. 
M. C. 141 ; L. R. 8 Q. B. 445. 

The Appellants were owners and occupiers of docks and 
of warehouses, workshops, and other buildings, for which 
they were separately rated, Nos. i — 8 being the warehouses 
and other properties, and No. 9 the docks. They were 
compelled by their Act of Parliament to keep up the docks^ 
No. 9, which they did at a loss ; but the premises in the 
items Nos. i — 8 were each capable of separate beneficial 
occupation apart from the docks, though enhanced in value 
by their proximity to the docks and connection with them, 
— Held, that the items Nos. i — 8 were separately ratable at 
such enhanced value, notwithstanding the loss upon the 
docks. [See No. 54, ante.^ 

58. Pimlico, Peckham and Greenwich Street Tramways 

Company'7;. the Assessment Committee of the Green- 
wich Union (Court of Queen's Bench, November, 
1873): 43 L. J. n.s. M. C. 29 ; L. R. 9 Q B. 9. 

Held, that the Company were ratable in respect of their 
occupation of the road by their tramways. 



59. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board v. Liverpool (Court 
of Queen's Bench, November, 1873): 43 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 33 ; L. R. 9 Q. B. 84. 

The Appellants were the occupiers of certain docks and 
dock estates ; the value of the occupation being dependent 
upon the dock rates and dues, all of which were, by Act of 
Parliament, to be appropriated in payment of the expenses 



DIGEST OF DECIDED CASES. 219- 

and charges of collecting the rates and dues, and for other 
purposes therein specified, — Held, that, the Appellants were 
not entitled to any deduction in respect of tenants' profits, 
in calculating the ratable value. [See No. 54, anfe.] 



60. Allan V. Liverpool; Inman v, Kirkdale (Court of 
Queen's Bench, Jan., Feb., 1874): 43 L. J. n.s. M. C. 
69; L. R. 9 Q. B. 180. 

These cases raised the question, whether, upon the facts, 
the proper persons to be rated for certain sheds were the 
Appellants or the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, — 
Held, that the Board had not parted with the occupation of 
the sheds, so as to render the Appellants ratable. 



61. Reg. V. Justices of Lancashire (Court of Queen's 
Bench, May, 1874): 43 L. J. n.s. M. C. 116. 

Certain persons, being rated in a poor rate made in con- 
formity with an approved valuation list in the township of 
Salford, appealed to the Sessions against the rate without 
giving to the Assessment Committee any notice of objection 
to the list under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. i, the Appellants 
being rated in respect of their occupation of certain walls 
which they used for fixing advertisements under an agree- 
ment )vith the railway companies to which the walls 
belonged, and their ground of appeal being, that they were 
not legally liable to be so rated, — Held, that under these cir- 
cumstances the Sessions had no jurisdiction to hear the 
appeal ; the notice of objection to the Assessment Com- 
mittee, and the failure to obtain relief from them being 
conditions precedent, although the objection was not to the 
valuation, but to the ratability. Blackburn, J., observed 
that such an objection on the part of an Appellant "might be 
made before the Assessment Committee, and if they said 
that they had not power to entertain it, and did not enter- 
tain it, then he would have failed to obtain such relief as he 
deemed just. If they had entertained the objection and 
refused to amend it, then he would in that case have failed 
also to obtain relief." 
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62. Reg. V. Edmonds (Court of Queen's Bench, June, 1874) : 
43 L. J. n.s. M. C. 156 ; L. R. 9 Q. B. 598. 

The Assessment Committee of the Newent Union, upon 
an appeal made to them under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. i, 
altered the valuation list by reducing the value of certain 
premises, but the list so altered was not re-deposited for 
inspection as is required where a list is altered under 
25 & 26 Vict, c 103, s. 21, — Held, that it was not neces- 
sary to re-deposit the list. — The Guardians of the union 
having made a contribution order based on the list as 
altered, and a rule nisi having been obtained to quash it, 
the order was held to be valid, and the rule was discharged 
with costs. 



•63. Kittow and Others v. St. Cleer, and the Assessment 
Committee of the Liskeard Union (Court of Queen's 
Bench, November, 1874) : 44 L. J. n.s. M. C. 23 ; 
L. R. 10 Q. B. 7. 

Held, that the Appellants, as a Cost Book Company, were 
ratable for the whole of the surface land in their occupation, 
with the buildings thereon, in connection with the South 
Caradon Mine, though the mine itself was not ratable. 
This decision was given in November, 1874, after the 
passing of the "Rating Act, 1874," but it related to a poor 
rate made on 7th October, 1872. [See Guest v. East Dean, 
ante^ No. 51.] 

64. Reg. V. Whaddon (Court of Queen's Bench, Jan., May, 

1875) • 44 L- J- ^'^' M' ^' 73 > L' ^' 'o Q* ^- 230, 

The owner of land in which there were coprolites granted 
to a company the exclusive right to dig for them, the com- 
pany undertaking to pay ;£ii5 per acre, and a minimum 
rent of ;^ 1,000 per annum, payable quarterly, whether they 
worked sufficient land to cover that rental or not. The 
company were to take the land bit by bit, but not so as to 
work more than ten acres a year; and after working the 
coprolites, were to restore the subsoil and replace the sur- 
face, and then return the land to the agricultural tenant 
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Owing to the time required for this, the company were 
always in the occupation of ten acres, but not of the same 
ten acres, as fresh land was being constantly taken on at 
one end and given up at the other, — Held (Cockbum, C.J., 
dissenting), that the company were ratable, in each quarterly 
rate, upon the annual value of ten acres. [See Roads v, 
Trumpington, ante, No. 45.] 



65. Reg. V, West Derby (Court of Queen's Bench, April, 
1875) • 44 L. J. n.s. M. C. 98; L. R. 10 Q. B. 283. 

Held, that an Industrial School, certified and carried on 
under 29 & 30 Vict. c. 118, is liable to be assessed to the 
poor rate. [See Sheppard v, Bradford, antey No. 6.] 



66. Cory and Others v. Bristow (Court of Common Pleas, 
April, 1875) • 44 L. J. n.s. M. C. 153 ; L. R. 10 C. P. 

504. 

The plaintiffs were the owners of floating derricks fastened 
to permanent moorings in the river Thames ; the derricks 
were placed there by permission of the Conservators, who 
might remove them on giving a week's notice, but to whom 
the plaintiffs paid a rent of ;^ 1,2 50 per annum, — Held, that 
the plaintiffs were not liable to be rated for these moorings, 
as they had not an exclusive occupation of any part of the 
soil or bed of the river, but merely a licence to fasten their 
vessels to the moorings, at the pleasure of the Conservators. 
[This decision was reversed in the Court of Appeal ; see 
post^ No. 72.] 

[See Cory v, Greenwich, ante. No. 53.] 



67. Governors of SL Thomas's Hospital v, Lambeth (House 
of Lords, March, 1875) : 45 L. J. n.s. M. C. 23 ; L. R. 
7 H. L. 477. 

St. Thomas's Hospital was founded by charter of Edward 
the Sixth ; and lands were given, and the funds were vested 
in the Mayor and Corporation of the City of London for the 
purposes of the charter, which directed the appointment and 
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payment of officers, and provided that the residue of the 
revenues should be spent for the use and maintenance of 
the poor, sick and infirm folk of the hospital, — Held, that 
the Hospital was ratable, in accordance with the decision in 
Jones V. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. (See ante, No. 
14.) [This was a proceeding in the House of Lords, in error 
from a judgment of the Court of Exchequer Chamber, 
affirming a judgment of the Court of Queen's Bench.] 



68. Reg. V, Verrall (Queen's Bench Division, November, 
1875) • 45 L. J. n.s. M. C. 29; L. R. i Q. B. D. 9. 

Held, that upon an appeal to Sessions against a rate made 
on premises used as a racecourse the Assessment Committee 
as respondents may call for the books of the racecourse pro- 
prietors or produce other evidence of the profits, not as an 
absolute test but as a material element in determining the 
value. 



69. Reg. V. Chorlton-upon-Medlock (Queen's Bench Division, 
November, 1875) • 45 L. J- "-s- M. C. 33 ; L. R. i Q. 
B. D. 62. 

Held, that under 27 & 28 Vict c. 39, s. 7, the consent of 
the Vestry may be given after the expense has been incurred 
[In this case the Auditor had disallowed the charge in the 
accounts of the Overseers. See Reg. v, Cumberlege, posty 
No. 79.] 



70. Reg. V, Assessment Committee of the Bedminster Union 
(Queen's Bench Division, May, 1876) : 45 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 117; L. R. I Q. B. D. 503. 

The Appellant, rated for a toll-house and tolls, gave notice 
of objection to the Assessment Committee under 27 & 28 
Vict. c. 39, s. I, but they adjourned their decision till after 
the judgment of a Superior Court on a case then pending 
should have been given, and he thereupon appealed to the 
Quarter Sessions, — Held, (i) that the Sessions had no juris- 
diction, as the Appellant had not failed to obtain relief from 
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the Committee, who had not^ given their decision ; (2) that 
although the tolls were not ratable, the toll-house was, and 
in assessing it, its value as enhanced by the facility it afforded 
for collecting the tolls was to be taken into account ; and (3) 
that under 41 Geo. 3, c. 23, s. i, the Sessions should have 
amended the rate by inserting the proper ratable value of 
the tolf-house, and should not have struck out the assess- 
ment altogether. 



7 1. Van Mining Company v. Llanidloes (Appellate Divisional 
Court, April, 1876): 45 L. J. n.s. M. C. 138; L. R. 
I Ex. D. 310. 

The lessees of a lead mine under several leases were rated 
for the machinery, workshops, and surface land, and the 
lessor of part of the mine, in respect of which the royalty 
was reserved wholly in kind, though with the option of 
taking it in money, was rated for such royalty under the 
old law, — Held, that under s. 13 of the Rating Act, 1874, 
the rate was correct 



72. Cory and Others v, Bristow (Court of Appeal, December, 
1875) : 45 L. J. n.s. M. C. 145; L. R. i C. P. D. 54. 

Held, reversing the decision of the Court below, that the 
plaintiffs were in exclusive occupation of the moorings, and 
liable to be rated accordingly. [See note of this case in the 
Court of Common Pleas, antCy No. 66.] 

This judgment of the Court of Appeal was affirmed by the 
House of Lords (February, 1877): 46 L. J. n.s. M. C. 273; 
L. R. 2 App. Cases, 262. 



73. Rogers z/. St Germans Union (Queen's Bench Division, 

May, 1876) : 35 L. T. n.s. 332. 

The Appellant was owner of a farm which he had leased 
to a tenant, excepting woods and mines, " and also excepting 
all manner of game, hares, rabbits, and wildfowl, with liberty 
of hunting, fowling, and fishing, over and through the said 
premises at all times during the said term," — Held, upon a 
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case stated by Quarter Sessions, that the lease reserved to 
the Appellant a right of sporting, which was severed from 
the occupation of the land, and therefore ratable under the 
Rating Act, 1874, s. 3 (2) and s. 6 (i). 



74. Snailbeach Mine Company v. Forden Union (Divisional 
Court for Appeals, November, 1876): 35 L. T. n.s 

514. 
The Appellants were the occupiers of a lead mine, situated 
partly in the parish of Worthen, in the Forden Union, and 
partly in an adjoining parish in another union, — Held, upon 
a case stated by Quarter Sessions, (i) that all the crushing, 
washing, and smelting works were included under the de- 
finition of the word "mine" in s. 7 of the Rating Act, 1874; 
and (2) that a deduction should be made from the gross 
dues in respect of that portion of the ratable premises which 
was situated in the adjoining parish. 



75. The Earl of Westmoreland v. Southwick, and the 

Assessment Committee of the Oundle Union (Queen's 
Bench Division, January, 1877): 36 L. T. n.s. 108. 

The Appellant's woodlands were assessed as if the land 
were occupied in its natural and unimproved state ; but it 
was found as a fact that they might be made worth a much 
larger sum if a certain expenditure were incurred in grubbing 
up woods, draining and road-making, and it was contended 
that they ought to be rated at such larger sum, — Held,upon 
a case stated by Quarter Sessions, that the mode in which 
they were rated was correct and in accordance with s. 4 of 
the Rating Act, 1874. 

76. Brecon Markets Company v, St. Mary, Brecon, and the 

Assessment Committee of the Brecknock Union 
(Queen's Bench Division, January, 1877): 36 L. T. 
n.s. 109. 

The Appellants, under their Local Act, were entitled to 
receive all thef tolls both from the old and new markets, but 



DIGEST OF DECIDED CASES. 225 

were bound to pay to the Corporation of Brecon a certain 
annual sum to be applied to the discharge of incumbrances 
incurred by the building of the old market-place, — Held, 
upon a case stated under 12 & 13 Vict. c. 45, s. 11, that 
the appellants were not entitled to a deduction of such 
annual sum, in ascertaining the ratable value of the tolls. 
[As to the jurisdiction of the Queen's Bench on a special 
case from Quarter Sessions, see Walsall v, London and 
North-Westem Railway Company, L. R. 4 H. L. (E.) 30.] 



77. Tyne Coal Company v. Wallsend (Common Pleas 
Division, January, 1877): 46 L. J. n.s. M. C. 185. 

The Appellants were rated for " land, shafts, buildings, 
engines, pumps and fixed plant," in connexion with a coal- 
mine, which had been drowned out for some years, and was 
therefore worthless, though the machinery was still used for 
draining it, — Held, that the appellants were ratable for the 
surface land, but not for the other properties, these having 
no value apart from the colliery, which was worthless. 



78. Blackpool Pier Company v. Lay ton with Warbeck, and 
the Assessment Committee of the Fylde Union 
(Common Pleas Division, January, 1877): 46 L. J. 
n.s. M. C. 189. 

Held, that the part of a pier beyond low water mark, not 
being within the realm, is not ratable, either under 31 & 32 
Vict. c. 122, s. 27, or otherwise. 



79. Reg. V. Cumberlege (Queen's Bench Division, April, 
1877): 46 L. J. n.s. M. C. 214; L. R. 2 Q. B. D. 366. 

A vestry clerk appointed under 13 & 14 Vict. c. 57, 
having been employed to assist in preparing a valuation list, 
was allowed the sum of ;;^ 100 by the vestry, under 27 & 28 
Vict. c. 39, s. 7 ; and the payment was disallowed by the 
auditor, on two grounds — (i.) That the preparation of the 



226 APPENDIX IT. 

valuation list was a duty imposed upon the vestry clerk 
by the statute under which he was appointed; (2.) That the 
sum of ;^ioo was an excessive charge, no vouchers being 
produced to show that any part of that sum had been paid 
to any other person, — Held, (t.) That the preparation of the 
valuation list was not a duty imposed upon the vestry clerk 
by the Act 13 & 14 Vict c. 57, such list being neither an 
" assessment " nor a " return " within the meaning of s. 7 of 
that Act ; and (2.) That there was nothing to show that the 
sum allowed by the vestry under s. 7 of 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39 
was not a reasonable allowance, to cover the work and the 
outlay. The auditor's disallowance was accordingly 
quashed. 

[It is not quite clear, however, to what extent the dis- 
cretion of the auditor may be over-ruled by the resolution 
of the vestry. In delivering the judgment of the Court, 
Lush, J., remarked : — " It is the duty of the auditor to see 
that the authority to charge is not made a pretext for 
extravagance or favoritism."] 



So, Rawlence v. the Guardians of the Hursley Union (Ex- 
chequer Division, November, 1877): 47 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 31 ; L. R. 3 Ex. D. 44. 

A valuer appointed by the Assessment Committee to 
prepare a valuation list, furnished a list in which he valued 
a farm in one occupation in its entirety, — Held, that this 
was a sufficient valuation under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 4, 
which does not require a field valuation. 



Si. Laing v. Bishopwearmouth, and the Assessment Com- 
mittee of the Sunderland Union (Queen's Bench 
Division, January, 1878): 47 L. J. n.s. M. C. 41 ; 
L. R. 3 Q. B. D. 299. 

Held, that in assessing ship-building premises to the 
poor rate, the value of machinery attached to the premises 
either by fastenings or by its own weight is to be taken into 
account, where such machinery, though capable of being 
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removed without injury to itself or the freehold, is essentially 
necessary to the ship-building business, and intended to 
remain attached to the premises so long as they are used 
for that business. 



82. Leicester Waterworks Company v. the Assessment 
Committee of the Barrow-on-Soar Union, and Nuttall 
and Sheffield members of the Committee (Queen's 
Bench Division, December, 1878): 48 L. J. n.s. 
M. C. 41 ; L. R. 4 Q. B. D. 18. 

Held, that an Assessment Committee, being unincorpo- 
rated and merely a select body of guardians, cannot be sued 
in an action as a committee ; nor are the several members 
of the committee liable for acts done by them as such 
members. [See Hill v. Hippesley, ante. No. 15.] 



83. Reg. V, Justices of Wiltshire (Queen's Bench Division, 
May, 1879): 48 L. J. n.s. M. C. 142; L. R. 4 
Q. B. D. 326. 

Held, that a person who has given notice of objection to 
a valuation list, and failed to obtain relief from the 
Assessment Committee before a poor rate is made in con- 
formity with the list, need not under 27 & 28 Vict c. 39, 
s. I, make fresh application for relief to the Assessment 
Committee after the rate is made, as a condition precedent 
to an appeal against the rate. [See Reg. v, the Great 
Western Railway Company, ante^ No. 40.] 
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SINGLE PARISHES. 



Since the foregoing sheets were printed, an Act has been 
passed to enable the Union Assessment Committee Acts 
to be applied to single parishes under separate Boards of 
Guardians. In the Introduction {ante^ page 5) it was 
pointed out that these Acts were not in force in such 
parishes, and that although it had been proposed to in- 
troduce into such parishes the machinery of Assessment 
Committees with a view to the due assessment of the 
poor rate, that proposal had not been adopted by the 
Legislature. When that paragraph was written and printed 
(early in the year 1880), it was not foreseen that legis- 
lation on the subject would so soon take place; but 
shortly afterwards a Bill was introduced into the House 
of Commons by Mr. Hibbert, the Parliamentary Secretary 
of the Local Government Board, which passed r?ipidly 
througli both Houses and received the Royal Assent on 
19th July, 1880. This Act, 43 & 44 Vict. c. 7, is ap- 
pended accordingly. 
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43 & 44 Vict. c. 7. 

An Act to extend the Union Assessment Com- 
mittee Acts to single parishes under separate 
Boards of Guardians. [19M yuly, 1880. 

Whereas under section forty-five of the Union 
Assessment Committee Act, 1862, as amended 
by subsequent Acts, it is provided that on the 
application of the body having the management 
of the relief of the poor in any union or incor- 
poration under a Local Act, the Local Govern- 
ment Board may order such union or incorpora- 
tion to be included in the Union Assessment 
Committee Act, 1862,^ and it is expedient to 
make the like provision with respect to single 
parishes which are not included in any union of 
parishes either under a Local Act or under the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Short Title. 

\. This Act may be cited as the Union 
Assessment Act, 1880, and together with the 

^ See 25 & 26 Vict c. 103, s. 45, atUe, 
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Union Assessment Committee Act, 1862, and 
the Union Assessment Committee Amendment 
Act, 1864, may be cited as th^ Union Assess- 
ment Acts, 1862 to 1880. 

Application 0/ 2$ & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 45, to 
single parishes under separate Boards of 
Guardians. 

II. Section forty-five of the Union Assess- 
ment Committee Act, 1862, shall apply to a 
parish which is not included in a union of 
parishes, and in which the relief of the poor 
is administered by a board of guardians elected 
under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, or 
under any Local Act, in like manner as near as 
may be^ as it applies to any union or incorpora- 
tion for the relief of the poor formed under a 
Local Act, and the Union Assessment Com- 

^ The main object of the Act of 1862 was to provide a satisfactory 
basis for the apportionment of the parochial contributions to the common 
fund in unions (see Introduction, ante, pp. 1-4) ; and this object is, of 
course, inapplicable to a single parish (see Introduction, ante^ p. 5). 
Consequently, those provisions of the Union Assessment Acts which 
relate to the common fund (such, for example, as s. 30 of 25 & 26 Vict. 
c. 103) will have no operation in a single parish ; but the effect of putting 
those Acts in force in such a parish will be, to provide for the settlement 
by an assessment committee of the guardians of a valuation list which 
must be followed by the overseers in making the poor and other rates, 
unless the poor rates are made under a Local Act (see ss. 28 and 29 of 
25 & 26 Vict. c. 103). There will apparently be no advantage in bring- 
ing these Acts into force in any single parish in which the poor rates are 
made under a Local Act. 

The present Act does not itself put these Acts in force in any parish ; 
but it enables the Local Government Board to do so, on an application 
from the Board of Guardians. It will be seen, on referring to 25 & 26 
Vict, c. 103, s. 45 {ante\ that where this is desired a resolution to that 
cfifect should be passed by a majority, at two successive meetings, and 
that an application in pursuance of such resolution should be made to 
the Local Government Board under the hand of the presiding chairman 
of the second of such meetings. 

R 2 
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mittee Act, 1862, and the Acts amending the 
same, shall be construed accordingly^ ; and in 
relation to any' such single parish the expression 
" common fund" in the said Acts shall be con- 
strued to mean the money applicable for the 
relief of the poor.^ 

Extent of Act. 

III. This Act shall not extend to the Metro- 
polis as defined by the Valuation (Metropolis) 
Act, 1869. 



^ See note (^) on preceding page. 

^ This clause has reference chiefly to the mode of charging the ex- 
penses ; thus, for instance, s. 3S of 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, must be read 
as enacting that the expenses shall be paid by the g^rdians of the 
parish out of the money applicable for the relief of the poor. 
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Appeals against valuation lists — continued. 
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Gender — 

masculine to include feminine 

General district rate — 

as to ratability of boat-club for river moorings 
General quarter sessions — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 

General rule — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 

General sewers rate — 

see " Deductions." 
Gilbert's Act- 
adoption of 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, in unions under ... 

dissolution of unions under 

Government property — 

pajrments for, in aid of poor rates 

to be included in valuation lists 

for computing contributions to common fund 
see also " Common Fund" and "Valuation Lists." 

Gross estimated rental — 

definition of 6, 28, 70, 161, 165 

return to be made to clerk of the peace ... 27,121,176 

total to be entered in valuation lists 131,181 

letter of Poor Law Board 10,161 

see also "Valuation Lists" and "Weymouth Union." 

Gross value — 

QCimcQ ... ... ••. •«• ... ... ... yi|iss 

Guardian — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 156 



III 
160 
211 

159 
156 



106 
106 
106 



4, I7» 91 
4, i7» 91 
4, 17, 91 
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•Guardians of unions — page 

to appoint Assessment Committees 5^,163 

every year 58, 163 

in case of neglect, day to be fixed by the Local Govern- 
ment Board ... ... ... ... ... 60, 164 

to fix day for first meeting 62,164 

to fill up vacancies 61, 164 

may attend meetings of Assessment Committee ... 62, 164 
to report committee's proceedings to Local Government Board 

31, 66, 165 
to compute contributions to common fund according to valu- 
ation lists ... ... ... ... ... 4, I7» 90, 168 

to appoint place for keeping copies of valuation lists 92, 169 

to be served with notice of appeal against list ... 20, 94, 95 

to pay costs of .such appeal, if ordered by court ... 20, 97 

to pay expenses incurred by Assessment Committee ... 25, 102, 115 
consent of (after notice to every guardian), required for ap- 
pointment of valuer under 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103, s. 16 71, 166 

9a mK3 ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• *•• § J 9 A v7 

9« mt\j ••• •«• ••• ••• ••• ••• ^^9 ^ VC9 

for appearance of Assessment Committee as respondents, 

in appeal against poor rate 24, 114, 174 

for procuring map or plan 122,176 

may borrow cost of valuation under order of Local Govern- 
ment Board ... ... ... ... ... ... 120, 175 

may agree to share costs of appeals against poor rate 25, 130, 180 
may appoint valuer to assist Assessment Committee ... 133, 182 

appointment of guardian as valuer 78 

seealso "Borough," ''Contract," ** Survey, "««</ "Valuations." 

Harbour — 

A rtH lX^ ■•« •»• ••• •»• ••• ••• ••• ••• m» « \ 

Hibbert, Mr., M.R— 

introduction by, of bill for single parishes 241 

Hubbard, Mr., M.P.— 

remarks in House of Commons on exemptions from rating ... 33 

Income tax — 

see " Assessment Committees," ** Gas-works," ** Iron- works," 
" Mines," and «' Quarries." 

Incorporations — 
see ** Unions." 

Institutions for science, literature, and art — 
see ** Exemptions from Rating." 

Interpretation Clauses — 

of 4 & 5 Wm. iv. c. 76 156 

of 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103 57 

of 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39 123 

of 32 & 33 Vict c. 40 ... 137 

of 37 & 38 Vict. c. 54 ... 155 
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Ireland— page 

mines rated in ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 45 

Rating Act, 1874, not to apply to 140 

Iron-mines — 
see "Mines." 

Iron-works — 

assessment to income tax, not to be produced to committee. . . 1 1 1 



Judges* lodgings — 

see ** Exemptions from Rating." 

Justices of the peace — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 157 

valuation list to be produced to, on allowance of poor rate ... 02 

enforcement of penalties by 66, 103, 170 

disqualification for deciding appeals 24,117,174 

removed in certain cases 24,117,174 



Kelly, Sir Fitzroy— 

opinion as to " Gross Estimated Rental. 
see also ** Law Officers of the Crown." 



n 



9, 10, 162 



Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 — 

promoters of undertaking to make good deficiency in poor rate 205 
Law of rating — 

not altered by 25 & 26 Vict, c. 103 , 

circulars on, of Poor Law Commissioners 

of Poor Law Board , 

of Local Government Board , 

Law officers of the crown — 

opinion cited as to "Gross Estimated Rental." 
Lead mines — 

special mode of valuation for rating 

see also "Mines." 
X<ease — 

definition 

tin, lead, and copper mines 

mines generally 

see also "Mines." 
Lists — 

see " Valuation Lists." 
Loan — 

see "Valuations." 
Local Acts — 

unions under, adoption of 25 & 26 Vict, c 103 
with consent of Local Government Board 
definition of " Union," with reference to 

parishes under — 

see " Poor Rates," " Rates," and "Valuation Lists." 
Xocal Government Board — 

circular on the Rating Act. 1874 



28, 81 

« • • • a • %^ 

... 9, 161-184 
... ... 1^3 

... 9, 10, 162 
44, 148, 149, 150 



... 150 

148, 149, 150 

... 151 



106, 170 
106, 170 
... 159 



185 
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Local rates — PAGE- 

Rating Act, 1874, extended to 152 

definition of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 155 

Local taxation — 

report on, cited ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 40- 

" Locsd Taxes of the United Kingdom " — 

opinion cited from ... ... ... ... ... ... 9 

Lunatic asylum for county — 

rating of, on limited scale ... 198 

of house for medical superintendent 196- 

for chaplain ... ... ... «.. ... ... ... 196 

Machinery — 

XaLAIa^ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• «•* *«• mim^^ 

Maps — 

may be obtained by Assessment Committee ... ... 121,176 

with consent of guardians ... ... ... ... 1 22, 1 76 

and order of Local Government Board 122,176 

cost — how to be charged 122,176 

may also be obtained under 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96 ... 78, 122, 176 
see also "Assessment Committees." 
McCuUoch— 

* * Account of British Empire, " cited 49' 

Meetings — 

see "Assessment Committees." 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board — 

rating 53, 54, 91, 99, 200 

Metropolis — 

£ dLXllc ••• ••• ••• ••• ■■■ ■•• ••• AaJI ^, 

Metropolitan Board of Works — 

tatable for lands and buildings occupied by them 210, 211, 214 
except for land occupied by sewers ... 210, 211, 213. 

Mine — 

As to tin, lead, and copper mines, definition of 150 

Mines — 

assessment to income tax, not to be produced to committee... iii 
other than coal mines — 

exemption from rating; 33, 34, 44, 45, 46, 47i 215 

history of the exemption 44-48^ 

bills for rating ... ... ... ... ... ... 34» 44 

ratability of dues in kind — 

Xv. "Vm dt. Austell ... ... ... ... ... ... 154 

preserved by Rating Act, 1874 ... 44* 45) 142, 154, 223 

ratability of surface land, buildings, and machinery 

208, 216, 220, 223, 225 

mines made ratable by Rating Act, 1874 44» 45» 142 

mode of valuation for rating 142 

distinction between mines and quarries 142 

tin, lead, and copper mines — 

special mode of valuation for rating ... 44, 148, 149, 150 

persons to be rated .. . ... ... ... ... ... 149 



INDEX. 257 

Mines — continued. page 

definition of "dues" 150 

"fine" ICO 

** 1tf>flR<* *' I CO 

»%0mmi^'S^ ••• •*• ■•• ••• ••• ••« A Ji^^ 

"mine" 150, 224 

deduction of rates from rent, royalty, or dues 150, 151 

good discharge ... ... ... ... ... ... 151 

recoverable as a debt 151 

right of appeal ... ... ... ... ... ... 152 

local rates besides poor rates 152,155 

circular letter of Local Government Board 190 

Minutes — 

see "Assessment Committees." 
Moorings — 

rating , 211,216,221,223 

Municipal corporations, property of — 
see " Exemptions from Rating." 

Net annual value — 

definition of, in Parochial Assessment Act 6, 7, 28, 70 

New buildings — 

entry in current poor rate 133,182 

Notices — by Assessment Committee — 

may be signed by clerk ... ... ... ... 104, 170 

how to be served ... ... ... ... ... 104, 170 

to Assessment Committee — 

how to be addressed and sent ... ... ... 104,170 

to clerk to guardians 105,170 

to clerk of committee ... ... ... ... 105, 1 70 

see also "Appeals against Valuation Lists," "Appeals against 
Poor Rates," and "Valuation Lists." 
Number — 

singular to include plural 160 

see also "Assessment Committees." 

Oath- 
definition of, in Interpretation Clause 157 

under Income Tax Act ... ... ... ... ... 67 

Objections to valuation lists — 

see "Appeals against Poor Rates," "Assessment Committees," 
and "Valuation Lists.'* 
Officer- 
definition of, in Interpretation Clause 157 

Orders — 

of Assessment Committee — 

how to be signed and served 104,170 

of Poor Law Commissioners — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 157 

of Poor Law Board — 

General Consolidated Order 63,114 

S 
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Orders — continued. page 

as to form of poor rate 87,98,105 

as to accounts .. 87,98,119 

as to contribution orders 18 

as to derk to guardians 21 

Overseers — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 157 

discretion as to persons to be rated for sporting rights ... 147 

for tin, lead, or copper mine 149 

remuneration 100, 119 

expenses 25, loi, 119, 174, 178 

consent of vestry 26, 119, 175 

allowance by Assessment Committee 26,119,175 

cost of books and forms loi 

transmitting or conveying lists ... loi 

penalty — for omitting declaration 1 22, 1 77 

for making false declaration 1 22, 1 77 

see also "Appeals against Valuation Lists," ** Church- 
wardens," " Poor Rate," and ^'Valuation Lists." 
Owner — 

definition of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 147 

in Interpretation Clause ... 158 

see also " Rights of Sporting." 
Owners of small tenements — 

may still compound 97-99 

rating 97-99> 198, 202 

where house was let out in apartments ... ... ... 209 

right to inspect deposited list 59 

right of objecting to list 139 

right of appealing against poor rate 139 



Parishes — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 158 

divided and added, in unions 128 

see also ** Local yVcts" and *' Single Parishes." 

Parliament-— 

extracts from journals 36-38 

Parliamentary Returns — 

Reports of proceedings of Assessment Committees ... 3 if 66 

Instructions of Assessment Committees — appointments of 
valuers, and approval of lists ... ... ... ... 14 

Scales of deductions 14, 15 

Small Tenements Rating Act ... 97 

Rating Act, 1874 50, 51, 52 

Parochial Assessment Act — 

circulars of Poor Law Commissioners ... ... 8 

see also " Valuations." 

Penalties — 

see "Assessment Committees," "Clerk of Assessment Com- 
mittee," "Justices of the Peace," and "Overseers." 
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Person — page 

definition o( in Interpretation Clause 158 

Piers — 

rating ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2I3« 225 

Plan— 

see "Maps." 

Plantations — 

j« "Woods." 

Police courts — 

see ** Exemptions from Rating." 

Poor- 
definition of, in Interpretation Clause 158 

Poor laws — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 158 

Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 — 

definition of ** Union," with reference to 159 

Interpretation Clause of 156 

Poor Law Board — 

j« "Assessment Committees," "Circulars," "Clerk of Assess- 
ment Committee," "Gilbert's Act," "Guardians of Unions," 
" Law of Rating," " Local Acts," and " Orders." 

Poor Law Commissioners- 
report on local taxation, cited 40 

see also " Circulars," " Law of Rating," " Local Taxes of the 
United Kingdom," and " Orders.'^ 

Poor rate — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 159 

to be based on valuation list 4, 22, 86, 105, 168 

except in parishes under Local Acts ... 4, 22, 88, 105, 168 

except as to divided properties ... 22, 87 

to be made as before, until list is. in force ... ... ... 105 

to be altered, when list is amended 16, 23, 114, 174 

as to payment in such case ... ... ... 114 

declaration as to, by overseers . . 22, 87, 109, 122, 178 

penalty 23, 109, 122, 177 

form of rate ... ... ... ... ... ... 87* 105 

special rules and exemptions to remain ... 23, 33, 98, 100 

owners of tenements ... ... ... ... 23,97 

promoters of undertaking to make good deficiency in ... 205 

see also "Appeals against Poor Rates," "Exemptions from 
Rating," " Government Property," and " Rate Book." 

Poor Rate Acts — 

referred to 140, 152 

Post office — 

see'^^ Exemptions from Rating." 

Public-houses — 

E SlvXXl^ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••« •«■ ••• ••• \ ^F^ 

Pumping machineiy — 

r&tiii^ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• tf* AW 

Purser — 

may be rated as occupier of mine 149 
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Quarries — page 

assessment to income tax, not to be produced to committee... iii 
rating of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 45> '4^ 

distinction between mines and quarries 142 

Quarter sessions — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 159 

see also "Appeals against Valuation Lists*' and "Appeals 
against Poor Rates." 

Quorum — 

see ''Assessment Committees." 



Rabbits— 

see ** Rights of Sporting." 

Rack rent — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause .. 158 

see also ** Gross Estimated Rental." 

Ragged schools — 

definition of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 137 

see also ** Exemptions from Rating." 

Railway commissioners — 

powers, as to railway and canal companies 117 

Railway companies — 

see " Valuation Lists." 

Ratable value — 

definition of, in Parochial Assessment Act 14, 2S, 70 

entry of, in valuation lists 14, 28, 69, 97, 98, 162 

in rate book ... ... ... ... ... 9^ 

where owners are rated instead of occupiers ... 199 

where owners compound 202 

total to be entered in valuation list 131,181 

return to be made to clerk of the peace 27,121,176 

see also " Common Fund." 

Rate books — 

entry in, of new houses not included in current rate ... 133, 182 
see also ** Books of Assessment " and " Poor Rate." 

Ratepayer — 

meaning of the term ... ... ... ... ... 73 

right to inspect lists 73f 92 

to take copies, or extracts ... 73 

Rates- 
based on poor rate, to follow valuation lists ... 86 

see also ** Poor Rate." 

Rating authority — « 

discretion as to persons to be rated for sporting rights ... 147 
for tin, lead, or copper mines 149 

Read, Mr. C. S., M.P.— 

remarks on rating woods 36 

bill to assess woods and game 41 

Reformatory school — 

see "Exemptions from Rating." 
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Refreshment stall — page 

^**^^^^^ ••• ••• ••• »*.• ••• ••• ••« ••• •^yj* 

R^stration expenses — 
see "Common Fund." 

Relief— 

see ** Common Fund." 

Remuneration — 

see "Assistant Overseer,** "Clerk of Assessment Com- 
mittee," "Collector," "Overseers," "Valuer,** and 
"Vestry Clerk.'* 

Rent- 
deduction of rates from 145, 146, 147, 150, 151, 152 

Report to Local Government Board — 

see "Assessment Committees'* and "Guardians of Unions." 

Reports of Local Government Board 3if 32, 52, 53 

Reports of Poor Law Commissioners — 

third report, 1837 ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 

fourth report, 1838 8 

Returns — 

see "Assessment Committees** and "Parliamentary Returns.'* 
Richmond, Duke of — 

remarks on rating mines 45 

Rights of Sporting — 

bills for rating ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 41 

history of the law 41-44 

ratability, when not severed from land 41, 42, 43, 44, 204 

exemption, when severed from land 41, 42, 43, 44, 202 

made ratable, when severed from land 35> 36, I4if 224 

mode of valuation for rating 41,146 

where land let, and rights not let 146 

deduction of rates from rent 146, 1 5 1 

certificate by Assessment Committee 147 

good discharge ... ... ... ... ... ... 151 

recoverable as a debt 151 

rights of appeal ... ... ... , ... ... ... 152 

where rights severed from land are let 147 

persons to be rated 147 

definition of "owner " 147 

rights — fowling 142, 146 

shooting ... ... ... ... ... ... 142, 146 

taking or killing game or rabbits 142, 146 

fishing ... ... ... ... ... ... 142, 146 

free warren 41, 147 

AACw AX9aACX y ••• *•• ••• ••• •>• ••• ••• M 4>/ 

local rates, besides poor rates 147,152,15^ 

circular of Local Government Board 188 

River banks — 

incorporation with parishes i8a- 

River moorings — 

rating ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 208, 211 
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Royal castle — 

used by justices, rating 

Royalty — 

deduction of rates from 
see also "Mines." ' 



PAGE. 

206 
151 



Salable underwoods — 

A A LAA ^^C ^^^ ••« ••* *•• *•• ••• •■■ 

repeal of ratability under 43 Eliz. c. 2 

see also "Wood Lands." 
Sanitary Acts — 

assessment of wood lands under 

Sclater- Booth, Right Hon. G., M.P.— 

bill to amend law of rating 

remarks on rating woods 

on rating rights of sporting 

on rating mines 

Scotland — 

rating wood land in 

preservation of woods in 

rating mines in 

Rating Act, 1874, not to apply to 

Sea-shore to low- water mark — 

incorporation with parish 

Sea-wall — 

see "Deductions." 
Secretary — 

may be rated as occupier of mine 

Sewers — 

rating land occupied by 

Sewers tax — 

see "Deductions." 
Shooting — 

see " Rights of Sporting." 
Silk mill- 
furnished with machinery, but not worked, rating 
Single parishes — 

Union Assessment Acts not applicable to 

made applicable to, so far as regards rates 
Sluice — 

see " Deductions." 
Small tenements — 

see " Owners of Small Tenements." 
Special sessions — 

see "Appeals against Poor Rates." 
Sporting — 

see "Rights of Sporting." 
Stansfeld, Right Hon. J., M.P.— 

bill to amend law of rating 



35» 36, 40, 205. 
154, 155 



• 153 

• 35. 

.. 35 
41 

•• 44 

36, 143 

39 

.. 45 
140 

... 180 



149 
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... 199 

5» 31, 3^ 
241, 24Z 



34, 35» 36 
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^Statistics — 

results of Union Assessment Acts 

as to ratable value 

as to gross estimated rental 
results of Rating Act, 1874 

as to wood lands 

as to rights of sporting 

as to mines 

Stock-in-trade — 

see ** Exemptions from Rating." 
Substitutional lists — 

when to be furnished 

how to be dealt with 

Sunday schools — 
definition of 

see also "Exemptions from Rating. 
Supplemental lists— 

furnished by overseers ... 



)i 



PAGE 
31, 32 

3i» 32 

4f-53 

48-53 

51-53 

52, 53 



15.85 
15,85 

• 137 



83, 167 

85, 168 

. 15, 86, 168 

... 116 

. 15, 83, 168 

. 16, 84, 171 



ordered by committee 

to go through the same process as original lists 
including notice to companies 

to form part of " list in force " 

periodical examination of lists by committee ... 

expenses 17, ic», loi, 118, 119, 174 

of new houses occupied after making of rate I33-I35» 182 

Survey — 

power of Assessment Committee to obtain 78 

with consent of guardians 77 

power of quarter sessions to order, on appeal against 
valuation list 20,95 

wwdLS ••■ *•• ••• ••• ••• ■•• ■•• 2v« ^tO 

see also "Valuations." 



Taxes — 

see "Assessment Committees." 
Telegraph companies — 

see " Valuation Lists." 
Telegraphs — 

in hands of Postmaster-General 
Timber — 

bill for rating 

Tin mines — 

special mode of valuation for rating 

see also "Mines." 
Tithe maps— 

see "Assessment Committees." 
Tithe rentchai^e — 

yearly variation in value 

to be entered in supplemental list 

deduction — 

com rent in lieu of tithe ... 



116 



41 



... 44, 148, 149, 150 



. 83 
... 83 

70, 196 
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Tithe rentcharge — €otitinued. page 

curate's salary 7o, I95» 207 

see also '* Circulars " and ** Gross Estimated Rental." 

Tolls- 
rating ... ... ... ... ... ... 2i3f 2i5» 224 

Tomlinson, Mr. — 

opinion cited, as to gross estimated rental 9,10,162 

Town council — 
see ** Borough." 

Townships — 

see * * Churchwardens. * * 

Turnpike roads — 

see ** Exemptions from Rating." 



Underwoods — 

see ** Salable Underwoods." 
Union — 

definition of . in Interpretation Clause 159 

see also "Assessment Committees," "Borough," "Common 
Fund," "Gilbert's Act," "Guardians of Unions," " Local 
Acts," and " Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. " 



Vacancies — 

see "Assessment Committees." 
Vaccination expenses — 

see " Common Fund." 
Valuations — 

under 6 & 7 Wm. iv. c. 96 77» 103 

under 11 & 12 Vict. c. no, s. 7 77, 130, 180 

under 25 & 26 Vict. c. 103 — 

before list is sent to committee, s. 16 71, 166 

while list is before committee, s. 20 77» 167 

after list has been approved by committee, s. 26 .. 84, 168 

appointment of valuer by committee ... 71, 77, 85, 166, 167, 168 

with consent of guardians 71, 77, 85, 166, 167, 168 

expenses ... 25, 72, 78, 85, 100, 102, 118, 119, 169, 174, 175, 199 
loan ... ... ... ... ... ... 7^) ^^Zi ^^^i 175 

valuation to be in writing 115, 174 

to contain particulars ... ... ... ... Ii5) 174 

to be signed ... ... ... ... ... II5> I74 

to be open to inspection 115, 174 

under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 39, s. 4 115, 174, 202, 226 

see also "Assessment Committees," "Contracts," "Guar- 
dians of Unions," and "Valuer." 
Valuation list — 

definition of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 155 

Valuation lists — 

preparation by overseers 6, 68, 1 65 

when ... ... ... ... ... 68, 165, 171 



INDEX. 



265 



Valuation lists — continued. 

lOiIIl ••• •■• *«■ ••• 

column for ** Gross Estimated Rental" 

for " Ratable Value" 
date and signature 



PAGE 

6, 69, 108, 165 

6, 9, 108, 161, i6g 

6, 9) lOo 

..69, 108, 165 



preparation by persons appointed by Assessment Committee 

71, 85, 166 
signature of list 7'f 85* '^^ 



delivery to overseers 

compensation 

deposit for inspection 
notice of deposit 

right of inspection 

transmission to committee 
notice of ratable value to be given 

to canal companies 

gas companies 

railway companies 

telegraph companies 

water companies 

how to be served 
objections 

by whom 

on what grounds 

notices 

when to be given 

to whom 
to be heard by committee 

meetings 

notice 
correction of lists by committee 
employment of valuer 

with consent of guardians . . . 
valuation to be written and signed 

open to inspection ... 
payment and charge 

power to borrow 
re-deposit of amended lists 

notice 
further objections 

to be heard by committee . . . 
approval of lists by committee . . . 

date and signature 

amendment of lists — 

in case of appeal against poor rate 

in case of objection 
custody of approved lists 

delivery to overseers 

preservation by them 

production by them 

retention by Assessment Committee 



... 71, »5, 168 

72, 85, loi, 169 

■• 72, 79, 166 

... 72, 79, 166 

... 73. 79, 166 

73, 166 

116, 174 
116, 174 
116, 174 
116, 174 
116, 174 
117 

74, 166 
76, 166 

76 

... 75, 76, 166 

76, 166 

76, 166 
74, 75, 76, 166 
••■ 74, 75, 76 

77, 166 

78, 167 

77, 167 

115, 116, 174 

116, 174 

25, 102, 103, 169 

103, 120, 175 

79, 167, 201 

79, 167, 201 

80, 167 

80, 167 
... 79, 80, 167 
... 79, 80, 167 

23, 80, 81, 167 

113, 114, 174 

... 29, 81, 167 

81, 167 

81, 167 

82, 167 
...81, 132, 181 

T 
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Valuation lists — continued, VAGg. 

approved lists — 

totals of gross estimated value and ratable value to be 
entered ... ... ... ... ... ... 132, 181 

original to be delivered to overseers 81 

certified copy to be delivered to overseers 81, 92, 132, 181 

original to be retained by committee 81,132,181 

how to be dealt with 132 

certified copy, for overseers, in place of one lost or injured 

or destroyed 132, 181 

punishment for damage 132 

preparation of, by overseers, charging expenses 118, 119, 174, 175 

lists in "force" 15,82,167 

not to be renewed yearly 15,69,83,171 

parishes under Local Acts 83,88,105 

objections to 16,24,113,173 

at any time 16,24, ii3» ^73 

amendment of 16, 24, 113, 174, 204 

and of poor rate 16,24, 114, 174 

supplemental lists ... 15, 16, 83-86, 135, 167, 168, 182, 183 

new lists 15,85,86,168 

to form basis of poor and other rates ... 4* 22, 86, 87, 88, 168 

except in parishes under Local Acts ... 5, 22, 88, 168 

and of contributions to common fund ... l» i7i 89, 90, 124, 168 

for all parishes 17,89,90,168 

whether under Local Acts or not I7» 89, 90 

see also ** Appeals against Poor Rates," "Appeals against 
Valuation Lists," "Assistant Overseer," "Collector," 
* * Common Fund, " " Government Property, " * * Maps, ' * 
"Overseers," "Poor Rates," "Supplemental Lists," 
"Survey," "Valuations," and " Vestry Clerk. " 
Valuer — 

appointment of, to assist Assessment Committee •.•25, 133, 182 

remuneration 25, 133, 182 

see also "Assessment Committees," "Guardian of Unions,*' 
"Valuations," and "Valuation Lists." 
Vestry — 

definition of, in Interpretation Clause 159 

see also " Appeals against Valuation Lists" and " Overseers." 
Vestry clerk — 

as to preparing valuation list 119,226 

poor ra Lc ••« ... ••• ..• ... ••. ... i oq 

remuneration 119, 225, 226 

ViUiers, Right Hon. C. P., M.P.— 

remarks on exemptions from rating, in House of Commons... 33 



Wales- 
included in England 107 

Warren, free — 

see " Free Warren." 
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Water companies — page 

see * * Valuation Lists. 
Watercourse — 

Water rent — 

see ** Deductions." 
Weymouth Union — 

letter on ** Gross Estimated Rental" 10,161 

Wharfage dues — 

A aLAUc ••• » 9 m ••• ••• ••• ••• «•• •>• ^Aa 

Wood lands — 

lands used for plantation or wood, made ratable ... 35i 141 > 154 
lands used for salable underwood made ratable 35, 141, 154, 155 



extent of wood lands, statistics 


• • • • • • 


48, 49, 50, SI, 52 


mode of valuation for rating — 








land for plantation or wood 


36, 40, 142, 


143. 144, 


154, 224 


land for salable underwood 


... 36, 


I44» I45» 


154, 155 


land for both purposes 


• • • • • • 


• ■ • 


144, 145 


in connection with sporting rights 


• • • • • t 


• • • 


143. 144 


subject to rights of common 


• • • • • • 


• • • 


... 142 


deduction of rates from rent 


• • • • • • 


• • • 


I43» 151 


certificate by Assessment Committee 


• ■ • 


I45» 147 


copyhold lands 


• ■ • • ■ • 


• • • 


... 146 


good discharge 


• • • ■ • • 


• • • 


... 151 


recoverable as a debt 




• • • 


.. 151 


rights of appeal 


• • • t • • 


• • • 


... 152 


local rates besides poor rates 


• • ■ • • • 


145. 


. 152, 155 


rates under Sanitary Acts 


• • • • • • 


■ « • 


... 153 


circular letter of Local Government Board ... 


• • • 


... 186 


Woods — 








exemption from rating 


• • • • • • 


• • • 


35, 36 


history of the exemption 


• • • • I • 


• ■ • 


...35-40 


supposed grounds of exemption 


• • • « • 1 


36,37,, 


38, 39, 40 


bills for rating 


• • • • • • 


• • • 


35,41 


see also "Wood T^ands." 








Workhouse — 








definition of, in Interpretation Clause ... 


• • • 


'•' 159 
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NOTE. 

The Small Penalties Act, 28 & 29 Vict. c. 127, referred 
to in note (^) on page 122, ante^ has been repealed by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879, 4^ & 43 Vict. c. 49, 
which came into operation on ist January, 1880. 
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J 



Assessment Forms. 



No. of 

Form. £ s. d 

1 Minute Book, 5 quires, superfine foolscap, bound in 
rough calf, and lettered *' Assessment Committee, " 
with the Name of Union o 16 o 

Ditto, foolscap, 3 quires, half-bound, lettered ditto ... o 8 o 

Ditto, superfine demy, 5 quires, rough calf, lettered ditto i i o 



Forma for VALUATION LISTS, or for Supplemental 

Valuation Lists, 

2^ Oblong Fornii 15 inches wide, II inches deep, 15 
lines on a page. (The complete form on each page. ) 

In sheets per quire 030 

Cloth Cases, to hold Valuation List each 010 

In books, Squire, 360 entries, (limp) o 2 6 

,, 5 ,, 720 f» »» ••• ...04^ 

,, I ,, 1440 „ (half-bound) 076 

,, li ,, 2160 ,, ,, ... ...086 

,, 2 ,, 2880 ,, ,, ... ... o 10 6 

3 „ 4320 ,, „ o 12 6 



»» 



2^ TTprigilt Fonxi) n inches wide, 15 inches deep, 36 lines 
on a page. (The form across two pages. ) 

In sheets . ... .. per quire 030 

Cloth Cases .. each 010 

In Books, i quire, 430 entries, (limp) o 2 6 

4 ,, 860 „ ,, ...046 

1 ,, 1720 ,, (half-bound) o 7 6 

ij ,, 2580 ,, ,, .086 

2 „ 3440 ,, ,, o 10 6 

3 M 5160 „ „ o 12 6 



»> 
If 
)) 
if 
ft 



2c Oblong Fomiy with an addition to show the increase 

of Rateable Value, in respect of Woods, Rights 

of Sporting, and Mines, under the Rating Act, 

1874. 

In sheets ... ... ... per quire 040 

In Books, J quire, 240 entries (limp) ... o 3 6 

,, 4 ,, 480 ,, (half-bound) o 6 6 

,, I „ 960 ,, „ 086 

{Any size to order.) 

Wilson's Form for Sapplemental Valuation IdstS) dco.^ see page 6. 

Kniqht & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 



Assessment Forms. 



ABBe$ament Committees— continued. 



No. of 
Form. 



3 Notice of Ordinary Meeting of Assessment Committee, 

printed with the Name of Union, etc. per 250 

3d( Notice of Adjourned ditto „ 250 

3^ Appointment of Assessment Committee. Notification 
to members (Sec. 2) per quire 

4 Notice of Deposit of Valuation List ... ,, 

4tf ,, from Committee to Overseers to prepare Valua- 
tion Lists per quire 

5 Notice of Objections to Valuation List hy Overseers 
5« 



>f 



6 

lb 



t> 



t> 



ft 



ft 






tf 



f> 



>> 



>> 



>f 



>> 



„ by other Persons 

of Meeting to hear Objections 

„ to be published by Overseers 
convening Vestry Meeting (Sect. 32) ... 
to Overseers of other Parish (Sect. 32) ... 
to the Guardians of the Union (Sect. 32) 

8 Union Summary of Valuation Lists, for Statement of 

Contributions to Common Fund. . . books of i quire 

9 Calling for Returns, etc., as to Taxes, Rates and Valua- 

tions (Sect. 13) per quire 

10 Requiring attendance of Persons, with Rate Books, etc., 

(Sect. 13) • ... per quire 

11 Enlarging time for making ist Valuation Lists „ 

12 Directing Overseers to revise existing or to make New 

Valuation (Sect. 16) per quire 

13 Appointing person to make or revise Valuation, and to 

make Val. List, instead of Overseers... per quire 

13a Appointing Person to Survey and Value Hereditaments 

(Sect. 20) per quire 

14 Directing New Valuation, and New or Supplemental 

Valuation List, to be made by Overseers (Sect. 26) 

per quire 

14a Certificate as to Increase of Rateable Value, to be given 

by Assessment Committees to Occupiers under 

sections 5 and 6 of Rating Act, 1874... per quire 

143 Form of Notice to Overseers requiring Supplemental 

"Valuation List to be made, embracing Woods, 

Rights of Sporting, and Mines (Rating Act, 1874) 

15 Appointing Person to make New Valuation and New 

or Supplemental Valuation List, instead of Over- 
seers ... ... ... ... ... per quire 

15a Allowance by Committee of Expenses incurred by 
Overseers in making Valuation List, etc. per quire 



;C t. d. 



o 
o 

o 
o 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 



o 
o 



7 6 

7 6 

2 o 

I 6 



2 

3 
3 
I 

I 

I 

3 
3 



o 

o 
o 

6 

6 

6 

o 

o 



060 



030 



I 6 
I 6 

030 

020 

030 

030 
030 

030 

030 
030 
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UtaH 



Assessment Forms. 



Aaseaament Committeea— continued, 

Othir Forms, under Sect, 26. 
No. of 
Fonn. 

i6 Contract for Valuation and List ... per quire 

1 7 Application to Commit tee by Person aggrieved 

1 8 Application byCommittee for Guardians'Consent 

19 Notice to every Guardian of such Application 

20 Notification to Committee of Guardians' Consent 



>t 
ft 



£ 


», 


d. 





6 








3 








3 








3 








3 








2 








2 








2 








6 








3 








3 








3 








6 








I 


6 





I 


6 





I 


6 





I 


6 



Other Farms, under Sect, 16. 

21 Application for Guardians' Consent to Appointment of 

Valuer per quire 

22 Notice to every Guardian of such Application ,, 

23 Notification to Committee of Guardians' Consent , , 

24 Contract with Valuer ,, 

OtAer Forms, under Sect. 20. 

25 Application for Guardians' Consent to Appointment of 

Surveyor and Valuer per quire 

26 Notice to every Guardian ,, 

27 Notification to Committee „ 

28 Contract with Surveyor and Valuer ... ,, 

Proceedings for Penalties, under Sect. 40. 

29 Summons per quire 

30 Conviction (Distress^-Imprisonment) ... „ 
, 31 Ditto (Imprisonment— without Distress) ,, 

32 Inspection Fees Receipt Check Book, 50 Checks 

33 Notice of Meeting for Examination of Valuation 

Lists, s. 26 per quire 016 

Under 27 & 28 Vict., c. 39. 

34 Appeal against Rate to Quarter Sessions. Notice by 

Appellant to Committee (Sect. I ) ... per quire 016 

34^ Ditto Special Sessions Ditto „ 016 

35 Requisition to Overseers, to produce approved List to 

Committee (Sect, i) per quire 016 

36 Notice by Committee to Overseers of Amendment in 

approved List (Sect, i) per quire 030 

37 Notification to Board of Guardians of intended Appeal 

(Sect. 2). Quarter Sessions per quire 020 

yja ' Ditto Special Sessions ... „ 020 

38 Notice to every Guardian of intended Appeal (Sect. 2). 

Quarter Sessions per quire 020 

380 Ditto, Special Sessions „ 020 
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Assessment Forms. 



AaBeaament Committeea-— continued. 

No. of 

Form. £ s. d. 

39 Notice of Deposit of Valuation for Inspection (Sect 4) 

per quire 016 

40 Notice by Committee to Railway and other Companies 

(Sect. 5) per quire 016 

41 Notice of Vestry Meeting (Sect. 7) ... ,, 016 

42 Annual Return to Clerk of the Peace (Sect. 9) „ 030 

43 Map or Plan : — Applicati6n by Committee for Consent 

of Board of Guardians (Sect. 10) ... per quire 016 

44 Notice to every Guardian (Sect. 10) ... ,, 016 

45 Security for Loan (Sect 8) ,, 040 

Extracts from Property Tax Returns, for Copies from the 

Assessments... per quire 026 

A Form for Supplemental Valuation Lists : 

Prepared by ]a&. Wm. Wilson, Solicitor^ and Clerk of the Louth Union, 

This Fonn has been carefully settled with a view to facilitate the preparation of 
Supplemental Valuation Lists, and also to assist Assessment Committees in examining 
the same, and tracing the alterations from time to time made in the Rateable Property 
of each Parish. 

Clerksof such Committeesfrequently experience difficulty in examining Supplemental 
Valuation Lists, and in identifying the Rateable Property, in consequence of the cstre- 
less manner in which such Lists are sometimes prepared, and by different modes being 
adopted in making them out. There is also the trouble of ascertaining that the Totals 
of the ** Gross estimated Rental " and " Rateable Value/' of a whole Parish contained 
in the Poor Rate tally with the Valuation List in force for the time beinz. 

It is believed that this Form will entirely remedy these and other evib. 

In Sheets, per quire 040 

Books of I quire ...086 

,, 2 ,, ... o 12 6 

AN EXEMPLIFICATION of the working of the above 

Form has also been prepared each 002 

A BOOK FOR POSTING THE TOTALS of the " Gross 
estimated Rental " and "Rateable Value" of each Parish, 
as the same are from time to time altered by Supplemental 
Lists strongly bound 086 

*«* A Specimen showing the Workiiig of the Form accompanies each Book. 

THE VALUATION LIST RECEIPT and DIS- 
CHARGE BOOK : bemg a Register of the Receipt of 
the Lists from the Overseers, and the Return to them of 
the Deposited Lists as approved by the Committee, and 
showing also the work done every year, strongly bound 076 
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Poor Rate Books— 14 lines on a page : 

1 Octavo. — Size : — 13 inckes wide by 6 J deep. 



For 100 Names 


Limp 
Bindii^. 

... \ 8 


Half- 
bound- 
s. d. 


200 „ 


I 10 




320 „ 


2 




430 »» 


2 3 




570 » 


26 




650 „ 


..29 


3 6 


800 „ 


3 ... 


40 


1330 „ 


40 


50 


1600 „ 


46.... 


5 6 


2000 „ 


56.... 


60 


2400 „ 


60 


70 


2650 „ 


6 6 


8 



Poor Rate Books— 15 lines on a page : 

1 Octavo. — Size : — IS inches wide by 6\ deep, ruled Bed and Bine* 



For lOO Nam«M5 




Limp 
Binding. 
s. d, 
I *^ 




Half- 
bound. 


200 






2 









320 






2 


3 






430 






2 


6 






570 






2 


8 

1 








650 






3 







. 3 6 


800 






3 


6 




4 


1400 






4 


6 




5 


1750 




... ' 


5 







6 


2100 






6 







7 


2850 






7 


6 




8 6 



Kote. — Each Rate Book published by Messrs. Knight & Co. contains instruc- 
tions as to the Making and Collecting of Poor Rates, and exemplifications of the mode 
of filling up the Rate Book under sections 3 and 4 of the Poor Rate Assessment and 
Collection Act, 1869. 
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8 Overseers and Collectors. 



Poor Rate Boohs— 30 lines on a page : 

1 Quarto. — Size : — 13 inches wide by 13 deep. 



For 1300 


Names 


2000 




2650 




3300 




4000 




4650 




5300 




6000 




6650 




7300 




8000 





alf-botmd. 


£ s. 


d. 


6 


6 


8 





9 





10 





II 





12 


6 


14 





15 





16 


6 


18 





20 






Poor Rate Books— 36 lines on a page : 

1 Quarto. — Size : — 13 inches wide by 13 deep, roled Bed and Blue . 

For 1675 Names 080 

2500 ,, ... ... ... ... ... 096 

3300 ,, ... ... ... ... ... o 12 o 

4250 ,f ... .. ... ... ... o 14 o 

5000 ,, ... ... ... ... o 16 o 

6000 ,, ... ... ... ... o 18 o 

ooOo )| ... ... ... ... 100 

OOOO )y ... ... ... ... ... 140 

10,300 ,, ... ... ... ... ... I 10 o 



Poor Rate Books — 4-5 lines on a page : 

1 Folio. — Size : — 13 inches wide by 20 deep. 

For 4300 Names \ / jj 

6400 „ I MH 



it 

8600 



o 

Q 



it WWVVr y, 

,,10,700 », I I g 

,,15,000 „ / ( P 

Kote. — Each Rate Book published by Messrs. Knight & Co. contains instruc- 
tions as to the Making and Collecting of Poor Rates, and exemplifications of the mode 
of filling up the Rate Book under sections 3 and 4 of the Poor Rate Assessment and 
Collection Act, 1869. 

Kniqht & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 



Overseers and Collectors. 



Poor Rate Books for Two Instalments — 15 lines 
on a page: 

la Octavo. — Size; — 15 inches wide by 7 J deep. 

Limp Binding. Half-bound. 



For 150 Names 


• • • • 


„ 260 „ 


• • • 


n 430 »» 


• • • 


» 650 „ 


B • • • 


„ 800 ,, 


1 • • • 


,,1400 „ 


• • ■ 


,,1750 » 


• • • 


,,2100 „ 


• • • 


,,2850 „ 


• • • 


»,35<» ,> 


• ■ • 



9. d, 

2 3 

2 6 

3 o 

3 6 

4 o 

4 6 

5 6 

6 6 

7 6 
9 o 



f. d. 



4 o 

4 6 

5 6 

6 6 

7 6 

9 o 

II o 



Poor Rate Books for Two Instalments — 80 lines 
on a page : 

la Quarto. — She : — 15 inches wide by 14 deep. 



For 1300 


Names 






Half-bound. 
£ s. d, 
10 


„ 2000 








13 


M 2650 


* ' 






15 


M 3300 








17 


„ 4000 








100 


„ 4650 








120 


,» 5300 








I 5 6 


„ 6000 








I 8 


„ 6650 








I 10 


,, 8000 






• • • • • • • 


I 12 6 


— Each Rate Book published by Me.s.srs 


. Knight & Co. < 

1 !•/• 


:ontains instnic- 



tions as to the Making and Collecting of Poor Rates, and exemplifications of the mode 
of filling up the Rate Book under sections 3 and 4 of the Poor Rate Assessment and 
Collection Act, 1869. 
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lO 



Overseers and Collectors. 



Poor Rate Receipt Check Books : 

With Demand Note, as required by the Order of the Local 
Govemment Board, dated June 14, 1875. s. d. 

Books containing 50 checks 



ft 



100 






ISO 






200 






250 






300 






400 






500 






600 






800 






1000 







o 10 



I 
I 

2 

3 
3 

4 

5 
6 

9 
II 



4 
8 

4 

2 

6 
6 

6 

9 
o 

3 



In ordering U should be stated whether the Rate is payable by Instalments 

or at One Collection. 

If 6 Books of 200 and npwaids are Ordered at the same time, the Hame of the 
Union and Farishf together with partionhus of Bate, will he inserted without 
inorease in the ahove charges. 



Forms required under the Poor Rate Assessment 
and Collection Act. 

3s. per Quire, 

I. — Notice (to be affixed to Church and Chapel Doors) of Vestry 

Meeting, to determine whether Owners shall be Assessed instead 

of Occupiers, under provisions of Sec. 4. 
lA. — Notice to Owner that the Vestry have ondered the adoption of the 

Act. 
IB. — Notice to Owner as to the provisions of the Act, when Vestry 

have not made an Order for Rating Owners instead of Occupiers. 
2. — Agreement of Owners to pay Poor Rates for Hereditaments, 

whether occupied or not. Sec. 3. 
3. — Notice by Owner, when order of Vestry is in force for Rating 

Owners, as to payment of Poor Rate, under Sec 4, in respect of 

Premises whether occupied or not. 
4. — Application of Overseers to Owners for List of Names of Occupiers, 

with form of List, under Sec. 9. 
4A. — A Register of Agreements entered into between Overseers and 

Owners. Books strongly bound, 6s. 6d. 



Knight & Co.. GO Fleet Street. 



Overseers and Collectors. 



II 



No of 
Form. 

2 Receipt and Payment Book books of i quire 

»> 2 }) 

3 Balance Sheet of Receipts & Payments . . . per quire 

books of I quire 

4a Instalment Receipt Check Books . . . books of 200 

4sa Rate Receipt Books for Special Rates. 

5 General Receipt Check Books books of 200 

6 Terrier of Lands, Tenements, etc., books of i quire 

Ditto, in sheets per quire 

7 Inventory of Funds, etc., half-bound, books of i quire 



Ditto, in sheets 

6 & 7 Terrier and Inventory together, ... 

8 Collecting and Deposit Book, 
limp circuit, 21 lines 



per quire 

books of I quire 

,, 2 quires 

books of I quire 

,, 2 quires 

,, 3 quires 

Ssa Ditto for Rates for Special Expenses of Sanitary 
Authorities. 

books of I quire 

2 quires 

3 quires 
. . , per quire (48) 
books of I quire 

2 quires 



8a Collecting and Deposit Book, 
limp, 40 lines 

9 Collectors' Monthly Statement 






19 



gsa Ditto for Rates for Special Expenses. 
10 Ditto, Unpaid Rates Statement 



... per quire (48) 
books of I quire 
2 quires 



s. d. 
046 

060 

016 

050 

10 



O 
O 
O 
O 
O 

O 
O 
O 

o 
o 



»> 



I 

2 

I 

2 
I 

3 
4 
3 
4 
5 



o 4 

o 6 

o 7 

o I 

o 4 

o 6 



o 

6 

6 

6 

6 

o 
6 
o 

o 

o 



3 
o 

6 

6 

6 

o 



lOtf Overseers' Notice of Deposit of Books before Audit 

per quire (48) 



016 
046 
060 

016 
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Rate Books, Sic., for Special Expenses of 
Sanitary Authorities 

(Required under the Public Health Act, 1876.) 

S. dy 

Notice of Intended Rate per quire 3 o 

Rate Books, strongly half-bound ... 360 names, 4s. 6d. ; 720 6 o 

Ditto ditto ... 1080 names, 7s. 6d.; 1440 8 6 

Rate Receipt Books ... 100, lod.; 150, is.; 200, is. 4d.; 250 I 8 

Receipt and Payment Book, half-bound ... ... ... price 4 6 

Overseers* Balance Sheet of Receipts and Payments per quire 3 o 

Collecting and Deposit Books, bound in leather, I qr. , 3s. 6d . ; 2 qrs. 5 ^ 

Collectors' Monthly Statement per quire 3 o 

Unpaid Rates Statement „ 3 o 

Notice of Rate having been made ,, 30 



Arrears of Rates: 



Notice of Poor Rate in arrear, 1st June, Books of 100 with 

counterpart ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3 ^ 

List of Persons in arrear of Rates on 20th July Books of I qr. 5 6 

Ditto ditto ...Sheets per qr. 3 o 

Order for excusal of Poor Rates on the ground of Poverty, per qr. 3 o 



Notice of Parish Meetings, &c. : 

3s. per Quire. 

In Books containing the original Notice for affixing on Church and Chapel 
Doors f and also the copy thereof in conformity to Act 1 Vict., c. J^S, 

Notice to call a Meeting to make a Rate for the Relief of the 

Poor, in Books containing 50 each 2 3 

Ditto ditto 100 each 4 o 

Notice of Magistrates' Allowance of a Poor Rate, in Books 

containing 50 each ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 3 

Ditto ditto 100 each 4 o 

Notice of Vestry Meeting, in Books containing 50 each 2 3 

Ditto ditto 100 each 4 o 



New Form for Registrars' Quarterly Return of 
Deaths : 

Quarterly Return of Deaths to Overseers of the Poor, required 
under Sec. 1 1 of the Parliamentary and Municipal Registra- 
tion Act, 1878, (41 & 42 Vict., cap. 26). In Books with 
counterfoil, each page ruled for 20 entries 2 o 
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UL&T OF BOOKS. <feo., 

Jot ^jimal Katea,* 

Required under the Order of the Local Government Boards dated 

SOth March, 1879. 

The General Order of the Local Government Board as to Rate s. d. 
Accounts, addressed to Overseers of the Poor, together with 
the Board's Letter relating thereto per dozen 2 o 

No. of 
Form. 

I Special Rate Book — s, d. 

For 500 Entries. Price 3 6 

'' ^ " "1 ^ V 15 lines on a page. 

„ 1,000 „ »» 5 o V 

ft i»5oo »> »> 7 6 

1 Poor Rate Book, incorporating Special Rate under Art. 3 of 
(combined) General Order — ^^ ^^ 

For 500 Entries. Price 4 o ^ 
" i^ " "66 f'SHnesonapage. 

»> 1,500 >» „ 8 6 ) 

s. d, 

2 Receipt and Payment Book. Strongly bound Price 4 6 

3 Rate Receipt Check Book — 

200, with Demand Note ... . Price 2 6 

300 », ,136 

500 M », 5 o 

4 Collecting and Deposit Book — 

Books of One Quire, in limp leather ... Price 3 6 
,, iwo ,, ,, .. ,, 4 ^ 

5 Collector's Monthly Statement Per quire 3 o 

Ditto, in Books, half-bound 4 6 

6 Collector's Unpaid Rates Statement Per quire 3 o 

Ditto, in Books, half-bound 4 6 



* The following are Special Rates (among others): — Lighting and Watching, 
Borough or Watch " Pound Rates," Burial Board Rates, Highway Kates (S. Wale^, 
School Board Rates. 



Knight & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 



m^tn&^^^^i^^f^'^^'^m^^^m^m 



MetroktlitoK. — ' A clear and succinct guide as to what to do and how to do it." 

StMiy^ord Mereurv. — "A very useful work." 

IrvH. — " Like all Manuals issued by the same firm every care has been taken to make 

the work a valuable addition to the best books of reference." 
Bo0kuUer.—'" AvaitX\x\ Manual to parochial officers." 

Price 4s. 6d., Cloth. 

Manual for'Overseers, 

Assistant (Oii^rs^rs, 
(8;0lb£t0r2 0f |P00r flatus, anb V^strg CUrhs, 

AS TO THEIR 

POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES, 

AND THE 

Mode of Keeping their Accounts. 

FIFTH EDITION. 

By HUGH OWEN, Jun., of the Middle Temple, 

Bary ister-at-Law. 



•♦■ 



EPITOME OF CONTENTS. 

Appointment and Tenure of Office. Securities of Assistant Overseers, 
Collectors, and Vestry Clerks. Vestry Rooms, Parochial Offices, and 
Depositories for Pansh Books. Notice of Vestry Meetings. Duties 
under Union Assessment Committee Acts. The -Poor Rate. Books 
and Accounts of Overseers, Assistant Overseers, and Collectors. 
Contribution Orders of Guardians. Relief of the Poor. Election of 
Guardians. Parish Houses and Lands. County Rates. Borough and 
Watch Rates. List of Parliamentary Voters. Burgess Lists. Jury Lists. 
Parish Constables. Duties under Public Health Act. Duties under 
Highway Acts. Duties under Burial Acts. Duties under Elementary 
Education Acts. Duties under Lighting and Watching Act. Expenses 
of Public Libraries and Museums. Expenses of Baths and Wash-houses. 
Expenses of Public Parish Improvements. Expenses of Lodging-houses 
for Labouring Classes. Miscellaneous Duties. Responsibility of Over- 
seers. Superannuation of Collectors and Assistant Overseers. R^;uia- 
tions of Local Government Board as to Books and Accounts. Order as 
to Demand Notes for Rates. Forms of Books and Accounts and 
Exemplification. Index. 

Knight & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 



GLEN'S H IGHWAY SURVEYOR 'S GUIDE. 

Price JfS,^ Clothy 

THE POWERS AND DUTIES 

OF 

Surveyors of Highways, 

AND OF OTHER AUTHORITIES, 

WITH REGARD TO 

THE MANAGEMENT OF HiaHWATS, 

By Alex. Glen, M.A., LL.B., 

Barrister-at'Law, 

Price 6s., Cloth, 

%\t pradkal Jlrliitral:0r : 

Containing the Principles of the Law of Arbitrations, Awards, 

Evidence, and Contracts. 

By CHARLES JACKSON, Surveyor and Arbitrator. 

Saturday J?/t//>w.—" A useful treatise on arbitration, which is the result of careful 
study." 

Price Ss, 6d. Cloth. THE 

PUBUO HEALTH STATUTES, 

Edition for 1880. 

MetropolUoM — " This is a successful attempt on the part of the publishers to produce 
at a moderate price and handy in size, the statutes above-mentioned. 1 he idea 
is a happy one. It is the most compact form in which we have seen the very 
lengthy Public Health Act, and the book is easy for reference." 

Price 36s. Cloth, 4^s. Law Calf. THE 

NINTH EDITION. 

Embracing the Public Health Consolidation Act, 1875, and all other Acts 
giving Powers to Local Authorities. By W. Cunningham Glen, 
late Principal of the Legal Department of the Local Government 
Board, and Alex. Glen, M.A., LL.B., Barristers-at-Law. 

Law Times. — " There is no book on the subject bearing any comparison with this 
one by Mr. Glen The work must be considered abisolutely complete." 

Kniqht & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 
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TONIGHT 6- CO:S Catalogue of Authorized, and other. 
Books and Forms for the use of Local Authorities in 
England and Wales may be had on application. It 
contains Lists of Forms fof Foot Law Unions, Urban 
and Rural Sanitary Authorities, Overseers and other 
Parish Officers, Highway Boards, Highway Farishes, 
School Boards, School Attendance Committees, Registrars, 
Returning Officers (Farliamentary, Municipal, School 
Board, dr'c), Bankruptcy Courts, the Clergy (Registers 
and Certificates), Burial Boards, Asylums, &»c. It also 
contains a List of mofe than 1500 Blank Magisterial 
Frecedents, including Netv Forms under the Summary 
jurisdiction Act, 1879; a List of Official Books and 
Forms issued, by Authority, for Her Majesty s Stationery 
Office, which includes Neiv Forms under the Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1878, and the Summary jurisdiction 
Act, 1879, the Rules and Orders of the County Courts and 
other Courts of Law, dr'c; and a List of Standard 
Works bearing upon Local Administration, 




Recent Works. 



The Magistrates' Pocket Guide: 

A Key to the diverse knowledge necessary to be acquired by an 
efficient Justice of the Peace. By T. Baker, Esq., of the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Price 2s. 6d. 

Leicester Daily Post. — " Sets forth in a singularly brief and useful form the various 
statutes justices may enforce, and the penalties they may inflict. A more useful 
legal handy book has seldom been published than this work." 
Brief, — " An skdmirable compilation . . The information is clearly given." 
Sussex Daily News. — "^ Very completely what it professes to be . . . . Has put 

the magisterial law into a nutshell' 
Metropolitan. — " In a neat, concise little pocket volume the wholeduty of a magistrate 

is set forth. Withsuch a useful work we need hear no moreof Justices' justice." 
Colliery Guardian. — "This is a useful pocket brochure which no magistrate should 
be without, especially those who have accepted that office without legal educa^ 
tion. We strongly recommend this little work, which is neatly bound and clearly 
printed." 
Liverpool Courier. — " A handy book which a magistrate should always have at hand." 
FreetHOMtn. — " A very useful vade mecunt^ lucid and legal, precise and portable." 
Sheffield Independent. — " Wilkie could sketch a magistrate s face on his thumb>nail, 
and retain the characteristic expression — Mr. Baker has done as much for the 
magistrate's diverse knowledge, he has put it into a nutshell." 

The Law of Public Health & Local Government, 
Ninth Edition. 

Embracing the Public Health Consolidation Act, 1875, and all other 
Acts giving Powers to Local Authorities. By W. Cunningham 
Glen, late Principal of the Legal Department of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and Alex. Glen, M.A., LL.B., Barristers-at-Law. 

Price 36s. Cloth, 42s. Law Calf. 

Law Times. — "There is no book on the subject bearing any comparison with this one 
by Mr. Glen The work must be con.sidered absolutely complete." 

Public Health. — " We cannot speak in too high terms of Mr. Glen's ' Law of Publk 
Health.' It affords throughout evidence of the care and accuracy with which k 
has been compiled, and which, with the vast amount of information given, 
renders it an mdispensable guide. An index, extending over eighty pages, 
facilitates reference to any part of this magnutn opus." 

The Law relating to "Off" Licenses: 

Containing the Beer Dealers Retail Licenses Act, 1880, with 
Explanatory Notes; preceded by an Introduction describing the 
Law with regard to all "Off" Licenses, with Reports of Decided 
Cases, &c. By George Crispe Whiteley, M.A.. Cantab., 
Barrister-at-Law. Price is. 6d. 

Leicester Daily Post.-^** X useful work .... explains the law with regard to 

'off' licenses, which appears to be very complicated." 
From Messrs. jV. &» A. Cilbey. — "We think the arrangement of the matter most 

admirable, indeed, it is hardly possible to place the subject in a more simple and 

concise form." 



Kniqht & Co., 00 Fleet Street, 



RECENT WORKS. 



Summary Jurisdiction of Justices. 3rd Edition : 

The Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879, and the New Official Rules 
and Forms, with Introduction, Analysis, and Index.- 

Price ij. 6J. 

Herefinnd ytmmaJ. — " It contiuns an introduction which explains in a manner whidi 
a non-legal mind can understand the changes which the Act will effect when it 
comes into force on the xst of lanuary next, it sets out in exttnso the Act itself, 
and it has a very good index. 

Bristol Mercury, — " Carefully compiled and indexed." 

/yvw.— "One of Messrs. Knight & Co/s useful le^ guides, and one upon a subject 
in which a trustworthy guide is more than ordinarily requisite." 

Stamford Mercury, — **The analysis will be very serviceable." 

Btdjordshire Mercuty. — "Magistrates, solicitors, and all connected with our 
divisional courts will find the handbook most useful in many ways." 

Bucks Herald. — " Lawyers, magistrates, and iheir respective clerks, as well as the 
genera] public, will find this a handy book." 

The Practical Arbitrator: 

Containing the Principles of the Law of Arbitrations, Awards, 
Evidence, and Contracts. By Charles Jackson, Surveyor and 
Arbitrator. Price dr. 

Saturday Review. — " A useful treatise on arbitration, which is the result of careful 

study." 
A rchitect. — ' ' In style and arrangement this treatise is a model of a book of reference. 

It has been produced by Messrs Knight & Co. in that style which distinguishes 

their legal books fifom all others intended for lay readers, and it bids fiur to 

become a standard authority." 
Irtm. — " Containinjg much useful information to the professional, but more especially 

for the lay arbitrator." 
Mining; World. — " This book claims to supply especially one point on which its 

predecessors have been deficient, viz., matters pertaimng to the law of evidence 

and contracts" 
Chamber 0/ Agriculture Journal.-^** The publishers are to be thanked for placing in 

the hands of the public such a practical and terse compilation." 
Builder. — '* Sets forth succinctly and clearly the principles of the law of arbitrations, 

awards, evidence, and contracts." 
Economist.—** This work is of a handy size. The writer has had many years experience 

as an arbitrator himselfl" 
Estates Gazette.— ** Vie commend the work to those who desire to stand high in their 

profession." 

The Highway Acts, 1862—68. Fifth Edition : 

By Alexander Glen, M.A., LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. This 
Edition contains the Highways Amendment Act, 187S, and all the 
important Decisions of the Courts subsequent to the previous 
editions. To which is added a paper on the Construction and 
Management of Roads, including Asphalte and Wood Pavements, 
by Wm. Nethersole, C.E. Price &. 6^. 

Builder.— " h most useful comoendium of the matters which it treats. No one in 

any way concerned with highways can very well dispense with it" 
Chamber oj Agriculture Journal. — " We cannot loo highly praise the clearness and 

method ofthe arrangement of the statutes, or the value of the notes." 
Stam/ord Mercury. — "Of pKaramount interest to all connected with highways and to 

advocates who have business relating thereto." 
Practical Magazine. — " Should be in the hands of every solicitor. Is an exposition 

of the powers and duties of those who have the management of Highways." 
Iron, — "In this Edition (the Fourth) many important improvements have been 
effected." 

Knight & Co., 90 Fleet Street. 



RECENT WORKS. 



The Law relating to Weights, Meaaurea, and 
Weighing Machinea: 

Including the Weights and Measures Consolidation Act, 1878, with 
Notes thereon, Reports of Decided Cases, &c. By George C. 
Whiteley, M.A., Cantab., Barrister-at-Law. Price 6s, 

Morning Past. — " Mr. Whiteley is exceptionally competent to treat this subject, 

the book contains all possible information with regard to the Weights and 

Measures Act. ^ We cordially recommend it." 
Lmw Times. — " It is obvious that the subject of this work is a most practical one, 

and could not have a better expounder than Mr. Whiteley. The notes, which 

are copious and useful, are well written ; they show industry, research, and an 

aoqoaintaaoe with the subject" 
Liverpool Daiiy Courier. — 'A very useful book. A more serviceable book has 

seldom come under our observation." 
Fre€mason.-~>^Th!t book is not only necessary for the Justices of the Peace, and 

authorities who are called on to adjudicate, but will be a valuable help to 

inspectors." 
Magnet. — '*The copious notes are dear and intelligent, and fully develope the subiect. " 
CeuMertueli eutd reckfuun Times. — "Trade in general owes a debt to the author of 

this comprehensive work." 
NewsofthejiVorld.'^^* Every person engaged in trade should make himself acquainted 

with this exceedingly interesting volume." 
SeotsmoM.—'** A verr handy guide and book of reference on the whole subject." 
Daiiy Ckronicie. — ''^This is an excellent handbook on the whole subject." 
Local Government Chronicle. — "A good specimen of typography, well got<up, and 

convenient in size and form. A thoroughly practical, trustworthy, and handy 

commentary." 
Mewh-Lane Express. — " A very useful compendium of the legal obligations which 

regulate the use of weights and measures. It will be of great service." 
Glebe. — "An excellent treatise. Will be found invaluable to every one concerned in 

the operation of the Act. " 
Metro^itan.-^" Undoubtedlv the standard book on the subject." 
Birminghetm Daily Post.'—''*' Much pains has teen taken to render it complete." 
South London Press. — " Explains in a way so clear that it is impossible, even for 

those unaccustomed to peruse Acts of Parliament, to misunderstand them. ' 
City Press. — "A comprehensive and trustworthy explanation." 
Leeds Mercury. — " Should meet with a general welcome. The explanatory notes are 

copious and clear." 
Citizen. — " Nothing is wanting to make the work a complete and useful treatise.'' 
Iron. — "The arrangement is satisfactory, and the setting<out of the Act is clear. " 
Produce Market Review. — ** Will be ver>' useful to traders." 
British Mercantile Geaette. — "The author has done his work well." 
Sussex DeUly Netos.-—** The work is very complete in every respect" 

The Licenaing Lawa: 

The five Licensing Acts are arranged so as to form one comprehen- 
sive statute, with copious explanatory notes, with an introduction 
giving a full description of the Licensing System, and an appendix 
of statutes; the whole forming a complete handbook. By 
G. C, Whiteley. M.A., Cantab., Barrister-at-Law. Price 5^. 

Law Times, — " A decidedly creditable and useful publication." ^ 

Cambridge Chronicle. — " A complete treatise upon the Licensing Laws which it 

simplifies and explains." 
Manchester Guardian, — " Very carefully done . . . especially valuable." 
Morning Advertiser. — "The arrangement is excellent, and the value of Mr. 

Whiteley's opinions cannot be over-estimated." 
The Law,^'' Mr. Whiteley's work will be most serviceable." 
Standard,-^" This is a perfect and exhaustive treatise on the whole of the Licensing 

Laws." 
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8 RECENT WORKS. 

New Law of Burials for Sanitary Authorities ; 

ContAining the Interments Act, 1879 (Public Health Amendment), 
the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847, and compendious Abstracts of 
other Incorporated Statutes. With Notes, Practical Suggestions, 
and Index. By T. Baker, Esq., of the Inner Temple, Barrister- 
at-I^w. Price $s. 

The Law of Bye Laws ; 

With an Appendix containing the Model Bye Laws issued by the 
Local Government Board, the Board of Trade, and the Education 
Department. By the late W. G. Lumley, LL.M., Q.C., Counsel 
to the Local Government Board, and to the Education Depart- 
ment. Price lar. 
Law Times. — " Should be in the hands of all whose duty it is to make and enforce 

Bye Laws." 
Saturday Review.—- " The arrangement appears to us peculiarly good . . . No 

body haying thepower to frame Bye Laws need be at a loss as to the proper manner 

of carrying out its task. Mr. Lumley is therefore to be consratulated on having 

hit upon and ably treated a hitherto almost untouched branch of the law, and one 

whicn is also of considerable and daily increasing importance." 
Soiicitof's youfnal — " This book not only supplies a want which must have been 

felt in many quarters of late, but it is of no small historical and archasological value, 

and is moreover pleasantly written." 
The Examiner, —" CcHitains a good deal of interesting archaeology, and no incon> 

siderable amount of valuable information." 
The Economist. — ' ' Mr. Lumley's work is all that could be desired. He has spared no 

labour to make it complete. 
Scotsman, — " The work will be hailed with gratitude." 
School Board Chronicle. — " Local authorities generally will find it desirable to have 

thin book in their offices." 
LocalGovemment Chronicle. — ' *Will long remain the standard work upon the subject." 
Iron. — *'This w<n-k will be of great value." 
spectator. — " Primarily for professional readers — ^but laymen may learn a good deal 

from its pages." 

The Law of Trade H/iarlis : 

Contents — Preface and Introduction — Ot the Nature of a 

Trade Mark — What will, and what will not, constitute a Trade 

Mark — Of Infringement of Trade Marks — Of Fraud in respect of, 

or connected with, Trade Marks — ^The Trade Marks Registration 

Act, 1875 — The Trade Marks Registration Amendment Act, 1876 

— The Trade Marks Registration Extension Act, 1877— Order in 

Council, 1 2th December, 1877 — Rules under the Trade Marks 

Registration Acts, 1875-6— Instructions to Persons applying for the 

Registration of Trade Marks — Index, By C. Stewart-Drewry, 

of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Price 3^. 6d. 

Law Times. — "A clear summary of the law relating to Trade Marks." ^ 
Metropolitan, — "A valuable treatise on the subject, which is unusally interesting." 

Public Baths: 

Public Baths and Cheap Baths for the People. With Nine 
Illustrations. By Francis Vacher, Medical Officer of Health 
for Birkenhead. Price 6d, 

Kniqht & Co., 90 FuEET Street. 



RECENT WORKS. 



The Law of Parliamentary and Municipal 
Registration. Second Edition : 

Embracing the Borough Registration Act, 1878, &c. ; with an 
Introduction, Notes, Useful Tables, the most Important Decisions 
given in Appeal Cases from the Revision Courts, and a full Index. 
By Alex. Charles Nicoll and Arthur John Flaxman, of 
the Middle Temple, Barristers-at-Law. Price 8j. 6d. 

From A. G. Marten^ Esq.^ Q.C.^ M.P,—^' \ very excellent work; reflecting great 

credit on the editors." 
From' Francis H. Bacon^ Ftq.f 0/ Lincoln's Inn^ Revising Barrister. — "A very 

useful work, and one which was very much wanted." 

Law Times. — ^"A singularly compendious and well-arranged work." 

Law yournal. — " Mr. Nicoll and Mr. Flaxman have accomplished their task in a 
manner that does them very great credit." 

Solicitor's yournal. — " The plan of the book appears to be well conceived." 

From y. Hurrell, Esq. , Revising Barrister for Surrey. — " I find it a most valuable 
and practical work." 

Second Notice. — ''We have now before us a second edition, and we conjecture, 
therefore, that public opinion has been in accordance with our own." 

Second Notice. — "A very handy book for reference." 

Laiv Magazine. — " The law is well and concisely set out." 

Second Notice. — "To the Revising Barrister, as well as to the Overseer or other 
Registration Officer this new edition will commend itself.". 

Chamber 0/ Agriculture yournal. — " Thoroughly well done, and not lawyers only, 
but no inconsiderable section of the public will be glad to have placed in their 
hands a second edition. " 

Globe. — " A very useful book." 

Westminster Review. — "A serviceable edition of the Law of Registration." 

Yorkshire Post. — "A book like this possesses great value." 

The Tatler.— "A great benefit to the Legal Profession and the community at large." 

Sheffield Independent. — " States in a clear manner the Law relating to Registration." 

Lynn Advertiser. — " A useful manual. The editors have been eminently successful 
in making the law concise and clear." 

Oldham Express.—" This book will be of great use." 

Bromsgrove Messenger.— ^* An excellent epitome." 

Oxford and Cambridge yournal.— ** X treatise upon which greater care could not 

have been bestowed." 
Metro^litan. — "A work which must of necessity be a popular book. It is easy of 

comprehension, and should prevent much misunderstanding which often arises." 

Economist. — "This is a book, dealing, as far as we can judge, exhaustively, with a 
subject which is difficult. " 

City Press. — "A second edition of this valuable work, the favourable reception 
already accorded to it will doubtless be still more widely extended." 

Metropolitan. — '*The second edition of a work which must of necessity be popular — 
it is easy of comprehension. " 

Oxford ard Cambridge yournal. — "A useful and very concise work. It is satisfactory 
to find that the plan adopted in the first edition has beeu strictly adhered to." 

Maidstone yournal. — ^*' We should advise all who have anything to do with Registra- 
tion to obtain this comprehensive handbook." 

Leeds Mercury. — "This important work has reached a second edition, the authors 
have earned out their work in a very able manner." 
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RECENT WORKS, 



Cheap Edition of the Public Health Statutes : 

Containing the l*ublic Health Consolidated Act, 1875 ; the Rivers 
Pollution Act, 1876; the Public Health (Water) Act, 1878; and 
the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879; with an Index by 
F. Stratton, Solicitor. A well-printed portable volume, bound 
in limp cloth. Price y, 6d, 

Metropolitan. — "This is a successful attempt on the part of the Pu'blishers to 

froduce at a moderate price and handy in size, the statutes above mentioned, 
lie idea is a happy one. It is the most compact form in which we have seen the 
very lengthy Public Health Act, and the book is easy for reference." 

The Highway Surveyor: 

A Handbook showing the Powers and Duties of Surveyors of 
Highways, and of other Authorities having the management of 
Highways. By Alex. Glen, M.A., Barrister-at-Law. Price 4J. 



NEW BDITION. BV ACTHOKITV. 

Sewerage, Drainage, and Water Supply : 

Suggestions as to, with Eighteen Coloured Lithographic Plates. 
By Robert Rawlinson, C.B., Chief Engineering Inspector to 
the Local Government Bq^rd. 

Price 3J. paper covers, 4J. (u/. strongly hound. 



Sewerage, Drainage, and Water Supply : 

Ten Detailed Drawings, supplemental to the Sugeestions described 
above. By Robert Rawlinson, C.B., Chief Engineering 
Inspector to the Local Government Board. Price 2s. each. 

Sewering. — i. Plans and Sections of Man-holes and Lamp-holes — 
2. Plans and Sections of Sewer, &c., on a steep gradient — 3. Plans 
and Sections for Ventilating and Flushing — 4. Plans and Sections 
for Flushing Chamber, Gates, &c. — 5. Section of Outlet on Coast 
or Tidal River where there is a steep cliff — 6. Plan and Section of 
ditto on a flat shore — 7. Sections and Details of Balanced Tidal- 
flap for Main Sewer Outfall. 

Water Supply. — 9. Plan of Service Reservoir — 9. Sections of the same 
— la Plan, Sections, and Details of Service Tank, &c. 



Descriptive Text to accompany the above. 



Price 3d. 
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The Chairman's Handbook. Foutth Edition: 

Suggestions and Rules for the conduct of Chairmen of Public and 
other Meetings, with an Introductory Letter addressed to the Right 
Honourable the Speaker. By Reginald F. D. Palgrave, the 
Clerk Assistant of the House of Commons. Price is. dd. 

The Times, — ". . . Mr. Palgrave has tried to make the wa^s of public meetingb 
easy, and the burden of chairmanship light. His position in the House of 
Commons gives him authority, l^e result is a most useful and timely Hand- 
book. No Question which may reasonably be expected to arise from the mode of 
electing a cnainnan down to the happy time at which the business is settled 
and the meetine adjourned, is left without a simple solution. . . ." 

Momiftg Post.— ** it. would be impossible to over-estimate the value of the Chair- 
man's Handbook." 

Pall Mali Gazette. — " Many useful suggestions." 

Morning Advertiser. — " This convenient handy book, a code of clear and lucid rules." 

Daily News. — "We agree with Mr. Palgrave that the standard to which Chairmen 
should seek to conform is that embodied in the well-tried practice of the House." 

Daily Telegraph. — '* A valuable aid not only to Chairmen, but to all who take part 
in public meetings." 

Newcastle Daily Chronicle. — " We must again indicate our high sense of the value 
of this little work." 

Scotsman. — " \Ve very much doubt whether there could arise any question at a public 
meeting which a reference to his little volume would not at once determine. 

Law Times. — "Cannot fail to be of service." 

Saturday Review. — " Put together in a clear and concise form. ' 

Atheneeum. — "The rules laid down will be found most useful." 
Second Notice. — " Has met with the success it deserved. The author has cansfully 
revised it." 

The Guardian. — "An invaluable assistant and undoubted authority." 

Record. — " Embodies the usuage and practice of the House of Commons in all that 
relates to debate, votes, amendments, adjournments, &c." 

Rock. — "As an absolute authority upon all matters relating to. the conduct of public 
meetings, this should be carefully studied by all who are in the habit of taking 
part in such gatherings." 

Economist. — "This is a handy little book. Nobody is better qualified than the author 
to speak with authority upon the matter." 

Illustrated News.— " Of^reat service to all who take part in public meetings." 

Banker's Magazine.—** Exactly the book which every Chiurman will be glad to have 
in his pocket." 

Builder.—** It will prove a useful help. The fact that it is written by Mr. Palgrave 
is an assurance that it may be depended upon." 

Architect.— ** Should be at the side of every Chairman desirous to prevent irregu- 
larity." 

Iron. — "Gives many hints on the subject, which will be of general utility.' 

Metropolitan.-^** With good effect a copy might well be placed on the tab 
public meeting." 

Statnford Mercury. — " Exceedingly useful, not only to novices in debate, but also to 
Chairmen of experience." 

School Board Chronicle. — " It affords a great deal of excellent information, much 
ffood advice, and a body of rules well worthy of attention." 

Bookseller. — "A well-compiled and valuable handbook for public men and speakers." 

Local Government Chronicle. — "_Tht information is full, precise, and adequate; the 
rules distinct and comprehensive ; the directions clear." 

Elgin Courant.-^** This little book is of much value." 

Sheffield Post. — " Mr. Palgrave has done his work very well— an admirable guide." 

Graphicy May xsth, t88o. — " Mr. Palgrave sets forth, with a clearness and simplicity 
gained during a long Parliamentary experience, the regulations by which a 
public meeting should be conducted. It is a manual which should be especially 
valuable at a time when the privilege of self-government is likely to be soon 
extended, and when consequently every householder should make himself 
acquainted with the proper method of carrymg on a public discussion. " 
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Parochial Dictionary: 

A Dictionary of every Parish, Township, Hamlet, &c., in England 
and Wales, in Alphabetical order, shewing the Population, and 
the Poor Law Union and Petty Sessional Division in which each 
is comprised. Price 15J. 

House Invasion and Defence: 

By C. W. LovESY, M.A., Oxon., J. P. for the County of 
Gloucester, and late Judge of the Supreme Court of British Guaina. 
This work is intended to show what a householder may or may not 
legally do in defence of his house, and is a commentary upon the 
somewhat treacherous maxim, ** Every man's house is his castle.*' 

Price 25, 

Local Government Board Orders; Poor Law, 
Sanitary, Vaccination and Education : 

This volume contains the whole of the Orders now in force issued 
by the Poor Law Commissioners, the Poor Law Board, and the 
Local Government Board. The Circulars and other Explana- 
tory Documents issued in relation to the Orders, Notes of 
Reference, and Index. Preceded by a Tabular Statement shewing 
the Orders in force in each Union and Parish. Price I2j. 

Local Government Chronicle. — "In short the work is thoroughly good and useful, 

complete and trustworthy." 
Metropolitan. — "Will be found a eulde to the proper administration of the poor 

laws and all duties carried out by local authorities." 

Manual for Overseers, Assistant Overseers, 
Collectors, & Vestry Clerks. Fifth Edition : 

Containing full and plain Instructions as to their Duties and the 
mode of Keeping their Accounts. By Hugh Owen, Jun., 
Barrister-at-Law. Price 4J. 6d, 

Metropolitan. — "A clear and succinct guide as to what to do and how to do it." 

Stamford Mercury.— '^ K very useful work." 

Iron. — ** Like all Manuals issued by the same firm every care has been taken to make 

the work a valuable addition to the best books of reference." 
Bookseller. — " A useful Manual to parochial officers." 
Builder. — " Has taken its place as a valuable handbook." 

Marriage : its Legal Effect on Property : 

Fy Francis Roxburgh, Jun., B.A., LL.M., Barrister-at-Law. 

Price IJ. 
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The Education Acts Manual. Fourteenth Edition: 

Embracing the Education Acts, 1870^ 1873, 1874, and 1876. 
By Hugh Owen, Jun., Barrister-at-Law. Price I2j. 6d, 

School Board Chronicle. — "Crammed with information, always to the point, and 

always correct." 
Notice of the 13th Edition. — "Our readers know well our opinion of the supreme 

excellence of Owen's Manual." 
Notice of the Ikth Edition. — "Is the very model of all that such a book 

should be." 
Morning Post. — "We may fairly commend it to our readers as the standard work 

on this important subject." 
The Standard.— "Well arranged, and full of the most instructive information." 

Second Notice. — " Exceedingly well carried out." 
Daily News. — "A well-arranged, clear, and comprehensive exposition." 
Law Times. — " Thoroughly deserves the large measure of popular favour which it 

has received. " 
Law Magazine. — "Ought to find its way into the hands of all who, whether as 

employers of labour, or as interested m education, find it necessary to have at 

hand the best information on the Law." 
Builder. — "The accuracy and utility of the work are testified by the number of 

editions through which it has already passed." 
Western Daily Press. — " Clear and intelligible ... A complete vade mecum." 

Second Notice , — "One of the most useful manuals we have seen." 
Churchman. — " It is very comprehensive." 

The Tablet. — "One of the most perfect and authoritative of its kind." 
The Record. — "An intelligible compendium." 
The Rock. — "A valuable and well-timed exposition." 
Second Notice. — "Ah that anyone can need to know respecting the Education 

Acts is set forth in a clear and comprehensive manner." 
Nonconformist. — ''Clear, compact, and exhaustive." 

Local Government Chronicle. — " The edition now before us will be found as indis- 
pensable as its predecessors." 
Metropolitan.— "Mr. Owen has smoothed away difficulties." 
Second Notice. — "The fact that this work has reached its eighth edition shows 

how much the valuable labours of Mr. Owen are appreciated.' 
Windsor Express. — "Possesses a degree of authority which no other work can 

obtain ." _ • 

Education League Paper. — " It is the fullest, and most complete Hand-book." 
The Bookseller. — "Will be found of value by every Board." 
Examiner. — "Deserving of a favourable recognition." 
Carnarvon Herald. — " We advise all interested in Education to possess it." 
Echo. — "This manual b very complete." 
Leeds Mercury. — ' ' Carefully prepared. " 
Manchester Guardian. — " An excellent work." 
South Wales Press. — " Very useful to all interested in the question." 
City Press. — "A well-timed and useful book." 

Cardigan Advertiser. — * Of immense value to all interested in working the Act." 
1^ or them Daily Express. — " Will be found very useful." 
Bristol Daily Post. — "A most complete and useful manual." 
Chamber 0/ Agriculture yaumal. — "We cannot too strongly advise our friends, 

who in the country must be so often in want of a work of this thorough and 
- reliable nature, to place themselves in possession of this latest edition of what may 

now be termed an indi.spensable work." 
North Wales Chronicle. — "There must be very few difficulties which are not 

solved in its pages." 
Iron. — "A valuable and trustworthy manual." 

Second Notice. — " The most perfect and authoritative work of its kind." 
Lynn Advertiser. — "An excellent summary, which is in a popular and easily 

intelligible form, explanatory notes on all points of difficulty, references to 

important legal decisions, and, finally, a copious index, combine to make this a 

model of what such manuals should be. " 
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The Law relating to Vaccination, Sixth Edition : 

Comprising the Vaccination Acts, the Instructional Circulars, Orders, 
and Regulations issued by Authority. With Introduction, Notes, and 
Index. By Danby P. Fry, Barrister-at-Law, Legal Adviser 
to the Local Government Board. Price 5j. 

Sanitary Record. — "This handy volume contains a complete vade mecum for the 
use of all who are in any way concerned in the administration of the Vacci- 
nation Acts. The present edition, like all Mr. Fry's works, is an admirable dijirest. " 
Tht Law. — " Of great practical utility ; a reliable guide, brought down to the pre- 
sent time and the most recent decisions carefully noted. It is of a handy size, 
and well got up in every respect." 
Buiider.—*' The Book is a useful one." 
Standard. — "A very compendious and useful Manual." 
City Press.—** The Law is clearly stated." 
Birmingham Morning Post. — " Of inestimable service." 
Bristol Mercury. — " Its usefulness as a guide must be obvious." 
PfMic Health.— " A. thoroughly complete handbook." 
Metro^litan. — "The best Manual extant on the subject." 

Removal of Nuisances : 

Being Practical Hints to Householders, and Officers and Members 
of Sanitary Authorities. This work supplies useful information as 
to the law on the subject, written in plain language and adapted either 
for the professional or general reader. Price 6^., or is. in cloth. 

City Press. — Will be found useful in many emergencies." 

Medical Examiner. — "A handy Guide for the Public Health Official whose legal 
knowledge is frequently and unexpectedly taxed." 

Artizans' & Labourers' Dwellings Acts. Second 
Edition : 

By Alex. Glen, M.A., LL.B., Cantab., of the Middle Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law. The Introduction to the volume forms a sununary 
of the provisions of the Statutes of 1875 and 1879 ; the Index and 
-Table of Contents extend to 25 pages; and at the end is added a 
collection of Forms required under the Act. Price 3J. 6d, 

Stafidard. — " A very valuable Guide." 

Lafw Times. — "An extremely useful and handy Guide." 

DEDICATED BY PERMISSION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME 

DEPARTMENT. 

The Law of Prisons in England and Wales : 

Containing an Analysis of the Law, together with the Statutes now 
in force relating to Prisons, including the Prisons Act, 1877 ; and 
the New Prison Rules, 1878. By Robert Wilkinson, M.A., 
Cantab., of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law. Price 6s. 

Law Times. — "An examination of this volume has satisfied us that it has been com- 
piled with great care and discrimination, and it cannot fail to prove a most useful 
guide on the subject with which it deals." 
Saturday Review. — *' Mr. Wilkinson has prepared a volume of great completeness, 
which contains the Prisons Acts of 1865 and 1877, with an analysis of these Acts, 
and selections from other Acts still in force on the subject, to which are added 
some valuable notes, and a full index." 
Metro^litan. — " Mr. Wilkinson has, in order to make it complete, supplied selections 
from other Acts, numerous notes, and a full elaborate index, which Mali enable 
any point to be discovered in a moment. The book is very clearly printed, is of 
a handy size, and will no doubt become a vade mecum with all who nave to woric 
under the Acts." 
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A Legal Guide for the Clergy : 

With Appendix of recent Statutes, and the Judgment of the Final 

Court on the Appeal of Mr. Ridsdale. By R. Denny Urun, of 

the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Price 4s. 6d, 

Guardian. — "The contents of this book are clearly set out, and concisely ex- 
pressed In conclusion, we must say, this is a very conveniently 

arranged and cheao book." 
Saturday ^/vilraf.--" Will save^ clei^gymen from the pit&Us offered by ignorance of 

the law and inability to get information in a compendious form." 
spectator. — " Laymen may Team a good deal from its pages. A concise view of 

the law." 
Literary Ckurchman. — "For a handy guide to the chief facts, nothing can be 

better. It incorporates bodily the important ecclesiastical statutes of the last 

few years." 
Law Times. — " A useful and accurate work, suited by reason of its arrangement to 

the ordinary clerB;yman." 
Oxford University Herald. — " Leaning upon the arm, so to speak, of the author, they 

need not stumble in the way they have to go." 
Birmingham Daily Post. — "The arrangement is admirable, and the articles are 

written with great clearness and precision. The book is likely to be indispensable 

for those who have to do with ecclesiastical aflEsurs." 
Christian Union. — " Rarely have we met with a workwbich in so concise a form 

contained such legal acumen. The classification of the contents of the book is 

exceedingly commendable. As a work of reference it is invaluable." 
Metropolitan. — '* We can cordially recommend it. The author deserves the thanks 

of the clergy for this book. No churchwarden or sidesman should be without it." 
Church and State Review.— ^ A concise epitome of the laws affecting the Church 

and the Clergy. There is room for such a work as this, and we recommend it to 

our readers. The price is trifling, compared with its value, and like all Messrs. 

Knight & Co.'s excellent handbooks is carefully produced." 

DEDICATED, BY PERMISSION, TO THE LORD BISHOP OF TRURO. 

The Parochial Cash Book : 

Designed to facilitate the Keeping of Accounts by Clergymen and 
Churchwardens. This work has been prepared with a view to 
aiding the adoption of a simple system of Accounts for every 
parish ; it is arranged in a tabular form with printed headings, 
and shows the following items : — Receipts — Offertories, Voluntary 
Gifts, Endowments, other Receipts. Expenditure — L Clergy, 
Lay-helpers, Church Fabric, Church Services, Day Schools, Sun- 
day Schools, Sick and Poor, Clubs ; II. Religious Instruction, 
Home Missions, Training College ; III. Hospitals, Foreign Mis- 
sions, Sundries. Each Book contains 50 openings, showing the 
foregoing particulars, and 18 Forms of Annual Balance Sheets. 
(Specimen Sheets sent on receipt of Six Stamps. ) Price 8j. 

Local Taxation and the Rating of Machinery : 

By Thomas F. Hedley. Price &r. 

Railway News. — " The work is an extremely useful one." 

Mining youmal.—^* Will do much to avoid disputes in future." 

Colliery Guardian. — ^"A book of much value." 

Mining World. — "A useful addition to any mining library." 

Tirnb^ Trades' Journal. — "From it can be learnt all that is necessary as to liability 

to rating." 
Birmingham Gazette.—*^ Mr. Hedley has placed the great body of local taxpayers 

under an obligation." 
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The Education Act, 1876. Fourth Edition : 

With an Introduction, Annotations, and Index, and an Appendix 
containing the provisions of the Factory Acts as to the Attendance 
of Children at School, Regulations of the Education Department, 
and Specimen Bye Laws. By Hugh Owen, Jun. , Barrister-at-Law, 
author of ''The Education Acts Manual,*' Fourteenth Edition. 

Price 4J. 6d. 

PaM Mall Gazette,— "Kn exceedingly useful and convenient edition. It can hardly 
fail to be of great service to those upon whom the new Act has imposed so many 
new and important duties in which they are engaged." 

School Board Chronicle. — "Whatever the difficulties and whatever the pitfalls in the 
way of those whose business it is to consider and to carry into effect the provi- 
sions of the new Education Act, everybody may feel himself perfectly safe in 
the hands of Mr. Owen. He makes no mistakes ; he stumbles mto no misinter^ 
pretations ; he never misleads those who rely upon him." 

Law Times. — "* The Introduction furnishes a digest, and the Notes are of a usefwl 
character." 

Oxford Timet. — " This valuable and inexpensive Book." 

Echo. — " Mr. Owen's name, as an Expositor of the first Education Act, is too well 
known to need a word of commendation." 

Literary World. — "Mr. Owen has done well to issue this in a separate form, and 
has done his work admirably." 

Sirmingham Post. — Indispensable to persons interested in the working of the Act " 

Mercantile Gazette. — " Will doubtless prove of great service to those on whom new 
and important duties devolve." 

Builder. — ' The Notes will be of great service to those who will have to administer 
the Act." 

Baptist. — " Mr. Owen's Notes are most useful." 

Beehive. — "A most valuable and useful Book." 

The Methodist.-" Excellent and well-ananged." 

Education and Employment of Children. 
260th Thousand: 

Information for Parents and others, as to the Law respecting the 
Employment and Education of Children. By Hugh Owen, Jun., 
Barrister-at-I.Aw, Author of the ** Education Acts Manual," 14th 
Edition. In this re-issue the requirements of the Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1878, are incorporated. 8 pages, 8vo. Price, per 
dozen, is,; per 100, 6s,; per 250, 12s, bd,; per 500, 21s,; per 
1000, 35J. 

Model Bye-Laws for Sanitary Authorities: 

Issued by the Local Government Board ; together with the Letters 
of the Board relating thereto. Sold separately in la parts, or in 
one volume price 3^. 6d. 

Model Byelaws for Highways : 

Issued by the Local Government Board. Price 6(1, , or y. per doz. 
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The Lunacy Laws. Second Edition : 

Containing all the Statutes relating to Private Lunatics — Pauper 
Lunatics — Criminal Lunatics — Commissions of Lunacy — Public 
and Private Asylums — and the Commissioners in Lunacy ; with an 
Introductory Commentary, Notes to the Statutes, including 
References to decided Cases; and a Copious Index of 129 pages. 
By Danby p. Fry, Barrister-at-Law, Legal Adviser to the 
Local Government Board. Price 21s, 

Saturday Review, — " Mr. Fry has rendered a useful service in putting these Laws 
together in a connected and intelligible form." 

Law Times. — " It is a decidedly valuable compendium of the law of which it treats, 
which, unhappily, is one of growing importance." 

Foriner Notice. — "There are no books so useful as those which collect all the 
law on a single subject, arranged so that any part of it may be readily found. 
This has been the design of the volume before us ; it has been accomplished with 
care and industry." 

Lancet. — " The second edition of this valuable work appears opportunely. It is ably 
edited, conveniently arranged, and will be indispensable." 

Law Magazine. — "The profession is indebted to Mr. Fry for placing at its disposal 
a work which will be found very useful in the administration of an important 
department of the law." 

Medical Times and Gazette. — " Mr. Danby P. Fry, a barrister of long standing and 
repute, has given the subiect much patient search and labour, and we consider 
medical men owe him a debt of gratitude for the service he has done." 

The Medical Mirror. — "And it is so clearly written that no one having this manual 
by him need ever be at a loss to promptly ascertain the exact condition of the law 
upon any particular point concerning persons of unsound mind. " 

Metropolitan. — " It will undoubtedly be considered a leading authority in Lunacy 
matters. Its value cannot be too highly estimated, and Mr. Fry must be con- 
gratulated upon the success with which he has produced this, the second edition 
of his work." 

Iron. — *' The name of the author will be a sufficient guarantee for the completeness 
of his production." 

Public Health. — " It. is almost needless to say that it is the standard work of its kind, 
and that the new edition, with its corrections and additions, will be heartily 
welcomed. The purpose of Mr. Fry's book has been to render assistance to all 
charge<l with the care of insane persons by thoroughly acquainting them with 
their responsibilities." ... " . 

Journal of Mental Scietue. — " This work is invaluable to all connected with the care 
and treatment of the insane, and it must find a place on the board room table of 
every asylum in England and Wales. A copious index completes the book, and 
adds materially to its value." 

Camarvoti and Denbigh Herald. — " This is not the first time for Mr. Fry to appear 
as a legal writer and annotator, and from a very careful perusal of the mtro- ' 
ductory commentary of the work we now review, and a close_ inspection of the 
arrangement of the whole, we have no hesitation in pronouncing it to be a most 
excellent and serviceable manual." 

North Wales Chronicle. — " Mr. Fry's work cannot but be highly serviceable. From 
the completeness of its matter, its valuable foot notes, its reference to decided 
cases, its minute index, and elaborate and clear introductory Commentary, is, 
we are persuaded, well calculated to communicate every information required on 
the subject." 

Inquirer. — " This book is one of the best of its kind that we have ever seen, and must 
form a part of the library of every public man. A book of this kind is a neces- 
sity, and the author who does such work as this well, renders a service to 
society. There is not about this work any of that hasty book-making which 
characterises some of the editors of our Acts of Parliament." 
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The Churchwarden's Guide. Ninth Edition : 

Edited by W. G. Brooke, M. A., Banister-at-Law. This work is 

not only a Guide to Churchwardens, but forms also a complete 

Legal Text Book, with Tables of Statutes and Cases brought down 

to the present time, and including the Public Worship Regulation 

Act, &c. Price 4s, 6d. 

Saturday Review. — "The fact that it has gone through nine editions shows how 
much such a work is wanted by those who fill that anxious office." 

Law TYiff^i.— -"An invaluable, and, we believe, trustworthy Guide." 
Second Notice. — ** It states the law with accuracy and clearness." 

Churchman^ s Me^azine. — ** Drawn up with great care and clearness.*' 

The Rock.—'*X most valuable work." 
Second Notice. — "The latest changes arc duly noted." 

Church Times. — " Exceedingly well compiled. A clear and authoritative statement 
•f the duties and liabilities of Churchwardens." 

Cambridge Chronicle and University youmal.- "Has been carefully revised, and 
such alterations and additions introduced as recent legislation or decisions 
rendered necessary." 

Iron, — "A handy compendium of all matters affecting the duties and privileges 
of Churchwardens. 

Stamford Mercury.— *"TY\c utility of this Guide is evident." 

Notwich Mercury. — "Possessing this book Churchwardens need never remain in 
doubt as to what would be the proper course to pursue under any circumstances 
that may arise." 

School Board Chronicle.—** The result of all experience and all legal decisions on 
the subject" 

The Me^politan. — "The whole matter is clearly set forth in a very plain and 
unmistakable manner." 

Builder. — "There are a good many rocks upon which Churchwardens may strike 
. . . they will find the price of this Guide a good investment." 

Sheffield Independent. — "An authentic and full digest, well got up." 

Western Morning News. — " It is superfluous to say anything in praise of the Church- 
warden's Guide, which has long been so highly valued throughout the country." 

Bookseller. — " This new edition seems thoroughly well timed." 

Warrington Guardian. — "It seems to arm the Churchwarden at every point." 

Sussex Daily News. — " We have rarely seen a work that bore such evident traces of 
careful compilation — ^it is simply indispensable to every Churchwarden. " 

Newcastle Daily Chronicle. — " Of considerable use — carefully brought down to the 
latest date. 

The Law as to Canal Boats used as Dwellings : 

Containing the Canal Boats Act, 1877, and the Regulations and 
other Documents of the Local Government Board, &c., with an 
Introduction, Index, and Notes. By James B. Hutchins. 

Price zr. 6d, 

Canal Boats Act, 1877 : 

Regulations of Local Government Board under the — 

Price (>d. each, 4J. per dozen. 
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The Valuation {Metropolis) Act, 1869. Second 
Edition : 

With Introduction, Explanatory Notes, &c. By Dan by P. Fry, 

Barrister-at-Law, Legal Adviser to the Local Government Board. 

Price y. 6</. 

ParochuU Critic. — '* Wc have rarely met with a Book that so clearly explains an 
Act of Pkrliament" 

mtanual for HHedical Officers of Health. Second 
Edition : 

By the late Edward Smith, M.D., LL.B., F.R.S., Inspector to 
the Local Government Board. Price &r. 6</. 

Law Times. — "Will prove a most useful guide to Medical Officers." 
TA^Afsdicai Press and Circuiar.— **yic\\caLic\ila.tcd to serve the purpose for which 

it is published. There must be many who will be glad to have brought before 

them their duties by one in the position of Dr. £. Smith." 
Public Health, — " It is written by Dr. Edward Smith, one of the Inspectors of 

the Local Government Board, and contains, in a concise form, everythmg that a 

medical officer of health would require to know. We can highly recommend it." 
The Watchman. — "All thoughtful and intelligent persons wiU And much to interest 

and profit." 
Doctor. — " Seems to us likely to prove very serviceable." 
IroH. — " . . . Thus, in the course of 346 pages. Dr. Smith has produced a work 

perfectly unique in the value and variety of its contents, and in its interesit, &c." 
The Hour. — " The matter is clearly arranged, and the importance of giving a classified 

table of contents as well as an alphabetical index has not been overlooked." 
Metropolitan. — "We owe a debt of gratitude to the author for such valuable 

assistance." 
Lancet, — "Contains many useliil practical hints." 

Handbook for Inspectors of Nuisances : 

Containing fiill Information as to Appointment and Duties under 
the Orders of the Local Government Board and the Public Health 
and other Acts. With numerous Illustrations of Sanitary Appli- 
ances. By the late Dr. Edward Smith. Price ^s, 

Metro^litan. — "When we consider the great importance of the office of Inspector 
01 Nuisances, we see more and more how necessary it is the officer in question 
should not onl^r be active, upright, and intelligent, but educated to think and act 
correctly for himself, and this handbook of Dr. Smith's is just the very work 
he requires to attain that object." 

A Manual for Elections by Ballot— Municipal 
and Parliamentary. Second Edition : 

By Hugh Owen, Junr., Barrister-at-Law. The present edition 
of the Ballot Act Manual contains The Municipal Elections 
Actj and The Returning Officers {Parliamentary Elections) Act of 
1875, by which some material alterations were made in the 
previous law. The notes in the first edition have been carefully 
revised, and considerable additions have been made. Price 31. 6^. 
Echo. — " Extremely good and useful." 
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The Cattle Diseases Act, 1878 : . 

Together with the new Orders in Council, preceded by an Index. 

Price 3J. 

TA^ Magnet. — " A handy volume, well-arranged and clearly printed, with an index 
whicn will greatly facilitate reference." 

Chambtr of Agriculture your/ia/. —** Kcductd to very handy dimensions, Messrs. 
Knight & Co. have published under the above title, the whole law as to cattle 
disease. A reprint of the Act itself and the full text of the Privy Council 
Orders, which have to b« construed with it, are thus placed side by side in a 
volume capable of being carried without trouble in the pocket. I'o have pro- 
vided this substitute for a variety of separate, bulky, and cumbrou» official docu- 
ments is an unquestioned boon.' 

Field. — "A publication, in a convenient form, of the Act of 1878 relating to cattle 
diseases, with the Orders which have been issued by the Privy Council. The 
work will be found very useful." 

Local Government Chronicle. — "An Act which, with the Orders which have to be 
' construed along with it, is one of considerable complexity, b thus rendered as 
compreheasible and easy of reference." 

The Union Assessment Acts, Sixtti Edition : 

Containing the Statutes, with copious Notes, Official Documents of 
the Poor Law and Local Government Boards, Digest of Cases, 
Index, &c. By Dan by P. Fry, Barrister-at-Law. Price 

Ttie Law relating to the Registration of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, Second Edition : 

By W. Cunningham Glen, and Alex. Glen, M.A., LL.B., 
Barristers-at-Law. It contains all the Statutes relating to the 
registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages; Non- Parochial 
Registers ; the duties of Registration Officers ; and the Marriage of 
Dissenters in England. To these are added the whole of the Statutes 
which cast any collateral duty upon Registration Officers, together 
with the legal decisions upon each Statute. A very full Index 
completes the Work. Price 5j. 

The Law. — ** No amount of trouble seems to have been spared to render the book 

complete . . . Nothing can be better done to clear the subject than -is done 

by tne present work, which is in every way excellently got up." 
School Board ChronicU.-^'* A corn,ig\c.ltex-poh\i\onoitYM\ayt . . . a laboriously 

edited work, a table of contents of a dozen pages, and an index of twenty-six 

pages. Should be in every library of reference." 
Lancet. — "A second edition, much extended, and greatly improved. " 

Guide Book to the Explosives Act, 1875: 

For the use of Local Authorities and their Officers. By Major 
Majendie, R. a., II.M. Inspector of Explosives. By Authority. 
Bound in leather, 320 pages. Price 2J. 

A Guide to the Construction and Management 
of Workhouses : 

By the late Edward Smith, M.D., LL.B., F.R.S., Local 
Government Board Inspector. Price 8j. (xi. 
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Suggestions to the Charitable, Third Edition : 

Being Suggestions for Systematic Inquiry into the Cases of 
Applicants for Relief, With an Appendix containing extracts 
from Statutes, Regulations of the Local Government Board, and 
other matters relating to the Poor. By C. J. RiBTON Turner, 
of the Charity Organization Society. Price 2s. 6d. 

Vaccination Officer's and Public Vaccinator's 
Handbook. Second Edition : 

By Walter Bullar Ross, Solicitor, Clerk to Guardians, &c. 

Price 4J-. 
Medical -Times. — "We can strongly recommend it." 
Solicitor's youmal. — **The Vaccination Officer will do well to put himself under 

Mr. Ross's guidance." ^ • 

Tke Medical Record. -" Few we imagine, can afford to dispense with this book." 
Law Times. — " We can honestly recommend it." 

ips^vich youmal. — "An Index of no less than 35 pages . . .very neatly got up." 
Suffolk Mercury. — " Mr. Ross has done good service to the community." 
Suffolk Chronicle. — "An admirable nade mecum." 
Metropolitan. — " How to master every detail in connection with the enforcement of 

Vaccination, is clearly and fully set forth." 
School Board Chronicle. — "Seeks to move Local Authorities and Officers to such 

mode of performing their work as will lead to the desired result." 
Bury Post. — "The fullest and most lucid information as to the construction of the 

law, and may safely be relied on." 

Reports of Poor Law District Conferences : 

In 8vo, bound in cloth, with Index, &c. 
Volume for 1875, price 6s. 6d. Volume for 1877, price $s. 6^. 

Ditto 1876, price 7^. 6^. * Ditto 1878, price 8 j.o^. 

Ditto, 1879, price 4J. 6d, 



Penfold on Rating. Sixth Edition : 

Practical Remarks upon the Principle of Rating Railway, Gas, 
Water, and other Companies ; Land, Tithes, Buildings, Manufac- 
tories, and other Properties. Sixth Edition, Re-written and 
Extended, by J. T. Kershaw and W. Marshall. All the more 
important decisions of the Court of Queen's Bench on questions of 
Rating are given, and it shews the manner in which the principles 
laid down are practically applied. Price loj. dd. 

Mechanics* Magazine. — " A standard book of reference." 

HerepatfCs Railway yournal. — " Written with renfiarkable clearness." 

Estates Gazette. " The whole question of Rating is clearly and concisely treated." 

Railway Record. — " This work is without a rival .... Clears up many doubtful points." 

The Builder. — "We can recommend the volume." 

Railway News. — " Justly regarded as a leading authority." 

Chamber of Agriculture youmal -"A standard work for the valuer, land agent, 

lawyer, member of assessment committee, or possessor of rateable property." 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph. — ** We can cordially recommend this work." 
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Precautions against Epidemic Diseases : 

Precautions against the infection of Cholera — Circular for Distribution, 
issued by the Local Government Board, July 5, 1873. 50 copies, 
2s, 6d, ; 100, 5 J. ; 250, icxr. 6d, ; 500, i&r. 6</. ; 1000, 30*. 

Precautions against Cholera — Placard for Posting, 100, 6s. '^ 500, 24J. ; 
1000, 4Qr. 

Memorandum of Privy Council on Disinfection. Price is, 6d. per dozen, 
or &r. 6d, per 100. 

Hospital Accommodation— Ofhciai Memorandum as to accommodation, 
to be given by Local Authorities, together with a Plan of a 
Temporary Building for holding 16 patients, eight of each sex. 

Price 6</, 
Plain Advice to all during the Visitation of the Cholera — 

Folio sheet, price per 100, 3^. 

The same in the Welsh Language. Price per 100, 4r. 

French Language. Price per 100, 4?. 

German Language. Price per 100, 4s, 

Plain Advice — Printed as a Tract. To which are added Directions and 
Precautions, addressed to Individuals or Heads of Families, &c. 

Price per doz., is, 6d. 

How to Meet the Cholera. Third Edition — A Guide for Parish Officers 
and others. By J. J. Scott, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Price 6</. 

Precautions against Small Pox — For Boards of Guardians, Local Boards, 
and other Authorities. By James B. Hutchins, of the Medical 
Department of the Privy Council. Price 6d. each, or 5^. per dozen. 

Medical Times. — " No ' Board ' can go wrong which follows this Guide." 
Precautions against Scarlatina — Placard. Per locx), 30f. 

Plain Directions for Preventing the Spread of Infectious Diseases — 
such as Small Pox, Scarlatina, Fever, Diphtheria, &c. By Dr. 
W. N. Thursfield. 

Price, as hand-bill or placard, per 100, 4s. od. 

2cx>, 7^. 6d. 

500, i6f. od. 

The same, in pamphlet form. Per dozen, 2s. ; per 100, 12s. 

Some Plain Instructions for Preventing the Spread of Infectious 
Diseases — such as Measles, Small Pox, Fevers, Diphtheria, &c. 
^ the West Kent Medical Officer of Health. 

Per dozen, 2s. ; per 100, 12^ 

Suggestions as to Infectious Diseases, &c. — By the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health. Price 6s. per 100. 
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The Parochial Valuer's Assistant: 

Showing the Gross Rental of Weekly and Yearly Tenements, after 
deducting the Rates paid by the Owner, at is. to lor. in the pound, 
and the Rateal>le Value, allowing deductions for Repairs, &c., upon 
Rentals from £i to ;£'io,ooo. By John Dolby, Esq., District 
Auditor, late Union Clerk and Clerk to Assessment Committee. 

Price 5j. 6d. 

Complete Rate and Tax Calculator: 

Or the Rate and Tax Maker's and Rate and Tax Payer's Com- 
panion ; for calculating the Income and other Taxes, Poor Rates, 
Church Rates, Highway Rates, Water Rates, &c., containing 
upwards of 1,700 Calculations, and showing the value of any sum 
fronj zd. to £1000, at One Farthing to Two Shillings and Sixpence 
in the Pound ; arranged so as to render each sum a collectable 
amount. By James Valentine Ward. Revised and recom- 
mended by George Barnes, Esq., District Auditor. Price 55. 

The Ready Reckoner of Acreage and Rental and 
The Assessment Calculator: 

I. The Reckoner of Acreage and Rental. By John Kidd. 
Showing the value per acre when the acreage and rental are known ; 
or the rent, when the acreage and value per acre are given ; or the 
acreage, when the value per acre and rent are given ; together with 
II. The Assessment Calculator. By James Inskipp. A set of 
Tables showing at once the Rateable Value, after deducting from 
2^ to 20 per cent, on Rentals ;£^i to ^^2000. Price 2s. 6^., cloth. 

The Rate Reckoner, New Edition : 

Showing at a glance the Amount of Deduction at 15, 25, and 30 
per cent, respectively, and the Net Amount of Rate payable by 
Owners for any Amount of Rates, from id. to £$^0. By Alfred 
James Roberts, Vestry Clerk, Hammersmith. 8vo., cloth. 

Price is. 6d. 

H ills' s Sheet Ready Reckoner: 

Adapted for the use of Poor Law Officers and General Traders and 

Dealers. Price 6d. 

With this Table, Clerks to Guardians and Relieving Officers can find out any ^iven 

sum required, from One Farthing to Five Shillings, at a single glance. What is 

useful for this especial purpose is e^iuaiiy available fur the use otTraders and Dealers. 

There is no Readv Reckoner existing so compact and so cheap. 

Tables as to Repayment of Loans : 

For the use of Local Authorities, &c., showing the equal annual 
amount of Repayment of Principal and Interest at 3 to 6 per cent, 
from I to 50 years. Price is, 6d. 
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Tables showing at a glance the Number of Days 
between any two given Dates within the Year: 

By Henry George Smith. Intended chiefly for the assistance 
of Union Clerks and others in the preparation of the half-yearly 
Claims for the Government Allowance in aid of the Maintenance 
of Pauper Lunatics in Asylums. It will also prove useful to 
Bankers, Solicitors, and others, as a supplement to existing Interest 
Tables. Price is, 6d, 



Workhouse Provision Tables: sanctioned byPoor Law Board. 
For Calculating the Quantity of Provisions consumed by any number 
of Persons according to he Workhouse Dietary, and also loss incurred 
in Cooking, Cutting, and Weighing Provisions, &c. Price i j. 

Manuals for Poor Law Officers . 

By the late William Golden Lumley, Q.C, Counsel to the 
Local Government Board. 
The Regulations which relate to Poor Law Officers are found in se]>arate 
Orders, and in many distinct communications, and are for the most part inter- 
mingled with others relating to different Qfficers and Subjects of an entirely 
separate character. It has appeared to be convenient to detach for the use of each 
Officer all that relates to him, both as regards his Appointment and his duties, so 
that he may readily find, in his own Manual, what it concerns him to know, without 
having to seek for it in the large collection. 

Master and Matron of the Workhouse. Second Edition. 4/6 
Relieving Officer. New Edition in preparation. 

Treasurer 1/6 

Medical Officer. Third Edition 6/0 

Lancet. — "This is a most useful manual. . . . Should be in the hands of every 
medical officer." 

The Poor Law Board's Order of Accounts : 

An Exemplification of the General Order of Accounts (dated 14th 
January, 1867). By Danby P. Fry, Barrister-at-Law, L^al 
Adviser to the Local Government Board. 

Bound in leather. Price lis. 
The following portions of the Work may be had separately : — 

s. d. 

The Overseers* and Collectors' Accounts i 6 

The Master of the Workhouse do 3 o 

The Relieving Officer do i 6 

The Pauper Inmates' Discharge and Regulation 
Act, 1871. Second Edition : 

With Introduction and Notes. By Hugh Owen, Jun., Barrister- 
at-Law. Price I J. 



«■-■- 
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Private Bill Legislation. Second Edition. {1859): 

Shewing the steps to be taken by Promoters or Opponents of a 
Private Bill before and after its Presentation to Parliapient, and the 
Standing Orders of both Houses. By S. B. Bristowe, Q.C. 

Price &, 

Pariiamentary & Municipal Elections bu Ballot: 

With Notes and Observations on the Defects of the System, 
including concise Instructions to Returning Officers, etc. By 
Richard Aubrey Essery, Attomey-at-I^w, late Town Clerk of 
the Borough of Swansea. Price 3J. 6d, 

Register of Mortgages and Transfers, and 
Mortgage Ledger: 

For the use of Public Boards. Constructed by William Rees, 
District Auditor and Consulting Accountant. 
Contents : — Register of Mortgages — Register of Transfer ol 
Mortgages — Borrowing Powers — Money Borrowed for — Redemp- 
tion Fund Account — Sinking Fund Account — Redemption of Mort- 
gages, Annual Statement — Personal Account of Mortgagee. 

Price, in green vellum, 2$s. 

Practical Legislation, or the Composition of 
Acts of Parliament : 

By Sir Henry Thring, K.C.B., Parliamentary Counsel. 

Price 2^. 

Poor Removal and Union Chargeability Acts. 
Second Edition : 

With an Appendix, containing the Acts relating to the Removal 
of Scotch and Irish Poor, and the Metropolitan Houseless Poor 
Act. By the late W. G. Lumley, Q.C, Counsel to the Local 
Government Board. Price $s. 

The Poor Law System of Elberfeld: 

Being a Report to the Local Government Board. By Andrew 
Doyle, Inspector. Price &/. 

Relief of the Poor in Belgium : 

An Account of the Administrations and of the Reformatory Schools 
of Ruysselede and Beemem, with lithographed plan. £dited by 
F. T. BiRCHAM, Assistant Local Government Board Inspector. 

Price ij". 
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The Local Oouemment Directory, 1880 : 



CONTENTS. 



/yice Ss, (hL 



UVIOVB in England and Wales, with the Atta and Population of each ; the Day of 
Meeting, Number of Parishes, and of Elected and Ex-oflicio Guardians, and the 
Inspectors' and Auditors' Districts : the Names and Addresses of the Cler!:s and 
Treasurers : the Names of the Chairmen, Vice-Chainnen. Relieving O Vicers, 
Medical Officers, Workhouse Masters, Chaplains, and Teachers, with the Certifi- 
cates awarded to the laiter, and the Situation and Capacity of the Workhouse, &c 

SI MILAK PARTICUI^RS AS TO 

0SBAV, BUBAL, KETBOPOLTTAV, AID POBT SAHITABY AUTHOBI- 
ties, Burial Boards, &c Particulars of the Local Government Board and its 
Officers, Auditors, District Schoob, Reformatory and Industrial Schoob, Public 
Analysts, SchooU and Institutions certified by the Local Government Board, the 
Lunacy Commission, fist of Lunatic Asylums, the Calendar, with Memoranda 
of Business to be done each Month, &c 

AIM an AB8IBA0T OF THE LBaiSLATIOH OF 1879. 

Standard. — "Abounds in a mass of information of great value." 

spectator, — " Messrs. Knight's Directmy is of the greatest utility." 

Medical Preu» — "This^ is a \txy useful Handbook on Local Government, &&" 

The TaBlet. — " Full of information arranged in a most convenient form." 

Daily Telegraph. — " Full, concise, and accurate. Recent additions have bfought 

. the work to a state of great completeness.'! 
Lancet. — '"The book is, in fact, a ' recjuisite ' in the office of all clerks." 
Ir&n. — " Besides the list of public bodi^, with the names of their offioen, we have an 

Appendix, giving the titles and prices of the Official Forms, of which Messrs. 

KJught and Co. are the Publishers." 
Parochial Critic. — " This excellent Annual contains a lar^e mass of information." 
School Board Chronicle. — "The mass of information originally compiled here, and 

revised from year to year . . . must be very convenient" 
Builder. ^**'X\iM is a very useful work." 
Oxford University Herald.—** Considering its real worth it is remarkably cheap." 

The Poor Law Sheet Almanac for 1880 : 

Price 2s, t Plain; 2s. 9d., Varnished ; 6s. 6d. on Roller, VamisAed. 

Knight's Official Diary for 7880 : 

Size : large 8vo., allowing Half-a-page to each Day. The Diary is 
carefully niled and print^ on superior paper, and strongly bound, 
and contains 
Notice of Local Government Business to be done each Month — Ambassadors — 
Appraisement Stamps — Apprenticeship — Assessed Taxes — Assurance Compsmies — 
Bankers — Bankruptcy — Bills of Exchange — Bishops and Deans — Bonds — City of 
London Court— County Courts, Districts afed Judges^Eclipses in iSSo-^Govemmeat 
Offices— House of Commons— House of Peers— Income and P»t>perty 'lax — 
Insurance Duties— Justice, High Courts of— Leases, Stamp Duties on — Legacy 
Duties— Lieense»~Lords Lieutenant in Ei^land and Wales • Ministry — Police 
Offices— Postal Regulations— Preliminary Notes for x88o— Prince of Wales' House- 
hold — Public Offices — Quarters of the Year — Queen's Household— Stamps— Duties — 

Terms and Returns — University Terms, &c. 
Price Ss. 6d., or 4s. 6d. interleaved with Ruled Paper, 



I' 
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Qffinal [BubUt:ati0tts* 



(Issued 6y Authoriiv.) 



Local Qouernment Board: 

Pauper Children Emigration to Canada, Reply of Mr. Doyle 
to Miss Rye's Report, addressed to the Present of the 
Local Government Board. Price 6d., or per dozen 

Model Bye-Laws issued by the Local Government Board, for 
the use of Sanitary Authorities, tc^ether with the Letters 
of the Board relatmg thereto. In One Volume, price 

(^old also separately in 12 parts.) 

Specimen Survey Plan, Skipton District 

Reports on Poor Laws in Foreign Countries 

Report on Poor Law Administration in London. By Hsnry 
LoNGLEY, Esq., Inspector 

Reports of the Local Government Board : — 
First Annual Report 
Second 



Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 



>> 



ff 



f> 



f> 



ft 



(1878-79) 

Special Report on Out-Door Relief in Seventy Unions. By 
E. H. WODEHOUSE, Esq., Inspector 

Memorandum as to Out- Relief, March, 1878 ... per dozen 

The Sanitary State of Wales, Monmouthshire, &c. 

Proposed District School on the System of Mettray. With a 
lithographic View of the Agricultural Colony of Mettzay. 
By Andrew Doyle, Esq., Inspector 

Out-Door Relief in Wales* and Monmouthshire, with Report of 
a Committee of the Guardians of the Brixworth Union ... 

Reports of the Medical Officer of the Local Government Board. 
New Series : — 

Part L (1874) 
„ II. (1874) with plans 
„ in. (1874) 
„ IV, (1875) with plans 

„ V. (1876-7) with photographs and plans 



s, J, 



3 6 
2 8 



2 
2 

4 
3 

4 

2 

3 
3 



2 

7 
I 

I 

10 



6 
6 
o 

2 
10 

8 
10 

6 



o 8 

2 6 

2 6 

o 3 

o 6 



o 
6 

4 
o 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 



Insurance and Annufties : s. d. 

Regulations, made under 27 & 28 Vict., e. 43, respecting 

Government Insurances and Annuities ... 06 

Table of Premiums for Government Life Insurance and 

Annuities ... ... ... o 3) 

Settled Estates Act, 1878 : 

Orders, December, 1878... ... .. ...03 

Sewage Disposal: 

Drainage — Suggestions as to Sewerage, Drainage, and Water 
Supply. New Edition. With Plans and Drawings 

Paper cover, ys, ; strongly bound 4 6 

Education Department: 

Rules for Planning and Fitting up Schools ... ... I 

New Code, 1880 ... ... ... ... o 

Bankruptcy ; 

General Rules for regulating Practice and Procedure of the 
London Bankruptcy Court, and of the County Courts, 

and Scales of Costs, &c. ... ... 2 

Ditto ... ... ... ... large paper 2 

Further General Rules, July, 187 1 ... ... ... o 

Order regulating Fees to be taken under ditto, August, 1871 o 
Rules of Court made in pursuance of Bankruptcy Repeal and 

Insolvent Court Act, 1869 ... ... ... o 

Ditto ... ... ... large paper o 

County Courts: 

The Consolidated County Court Orders and Rules, 1875, with 

Forms and Scales of Costs and Fees ... ... 3 

The County Court Rules, 1876 ... o 

Ditto ditto ditto 1877 ... ... ... o 



Employers and Workmen Act, 1875 : 

Rules for Court of Summary Jurisdiction 
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Shipping Casualities: 

General Rules for Investigations into ... 

Land ftegistry : 

General Orders, Directions, and Forms relating to Proceed- 
ings on Application for first Registration of Title, and on 
Transfer and other Dispositions of Land on the Register, 

Ub^» «•• ••• ••• ■«• ••• 

Land Transfer Act, 1875, Rules and Orders 

Friendly Societies: 

Memorandum for the Guidance of, followed by the principal 
Provisions of the Acts and Treasury Regulations 

Regulations of Treasury under the Industrial and Provident 
Societies Act, 1876 ... 

Probate and Divorce : 

CONTENTIOUS. 

Rules and Orders in Contentious Business ( 1862). . . 
Amended and Additional Rules and Orders (1865) 
Additional Rules and Orders ( 1 874) ... 

NON -CONTENTIOUS. 

Rules, Orders, and Instructions for the Registrars of the Prin- 
cipal Registry in Non-Contentious Business (1862) 

Amended Rule and Order in Non-Contentious Business (1865) 

Amended Rules and Orders for the Registrars of the Principal 
Registry in Non- Contentious Business (1871) 

Rules, Orders, and Instructions for the District Registrars in 
Non-Contentious Business (1863) 

Amended Rules and Orders for the District Registrars in Non- 
Contentious Business ( 187 1 ) 

Table of Fees to be taken in the Principal Registry of the Court 
of Probate, and in the District Registries thereof (1874)... 

Tables of Fees to be taken by Proctors, &c., practising in the 
Principal and District Registries of the Court of Probate 
in Non? Contentious Business ( 1 874) 

Probate Parchment Forms ... 



Double Probate ditto 



Administration ditto 

Administration de bonis non Forms 

Ditto with Will annexed Forms .., ^ 

Court of Probate, Debtors' Act, 1869, Rules for R^^lating 
the practice under, and carrying into effect the first part 
of the.said Act .. ... 



O I 
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o 
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Now Supplied 



Inland Revetwc, 
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o 
o 



6 

2 

3 

2 
I 
I 



Chancery : ,. j. 

Chancery Fund Rules, Chancery Fund Orders, and Chancery 

Funds (Lunacy) Orders, 1872 ... ... ... o 6 

Chancery Funds Consolidated Order... ... ... o 3 

Divorce ; 

Rules and R^;alations for Her Majesty's Court of Divorce, &c i o 

Additional Rules and Regulations for ditto ... ... o 2 

Table of Fees to be taken in ditto ... ... ... o 3 

Debtors' Act, 1869, Rules for regulating the Practice under, 

and carrying into effect the first part of the said Act ... o 2 

Amended and Additional Rules, 1875 ... ... o 2 

Additional Rules and Regulations, 1877 ... ... o 2 

Supreme Court : 

Rules of (Costs), being the additional Rules made by Order in 

Council of 1 2th August, 1875 ••• ••• ••• ^ 

Ditto, December, 1875, and February, 1876 ... each o 

Order as to Fees and Percentages, 22nd April, 1876 ... o 

Rules of— June, 1876 ... ... ... each o 

December, 1876; May, 1877; June, 1877 ... a o 

Lord Chancellors Order, 19th June, 1877 ... ... o 

Trade Marks Journal: 

Published Fortnightly. Containing an Engraving of every 
Registered Trade Mark — Name and Address of Owner — 
Description of Goods, &c. Parts published, f to 183 each i o 

Index to the above — May to December, 1876; January to 
June, 1877; June to December, 1877; January to June, 
1878; June to December, 1878 ... ... eadi 3 o 

Cruelty to Animals Act, Forms under— viz. : 

Application for License ... ... ... ... o o| 

Certificates A to F ... ... each o oj 

Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876 : 

General Rules for formal Investigations into Shipping 

Casualties, 1876 
General Rules for Courts of Survey in the United Kingdom, 

A w /v •«• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Hackney Carriages and Metropolitan Stage 
Carriages : 

Abstract of Laws in force in Metropolitan District (1871 Ed.) 
Dbtances(i874Ed.) 
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Imperial 8vo., Cloth Boards. 

The Revised Edition of the Statutes : 

Prepared under the direction of the Statute Law G>mmittee, and pub- 
lished by the authority of Her Majesty's Goyemment. 



Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 
Vo 



1. Henry III. to James II. 

2. William III. to lo George III. 

3. II George III. to 41 George III. 

4. 41 George III. to 51 George III. 

5. 52 George III. to 4 George IV. 

6. 5 George IV. to 2 William IV. 

7. 2 & 3 William IV. to 6 & 7 William IV. 

8. 7 Waiiam IV. to 5 & 6 Victoria 

9. 6 & 7 Vict, to 9 & 10 Vict. 1843 to 1846 

la 10 & II Vict, to 13 & 14 Vict, 1847 to 1850 

11. 14 & 15 VicL to 16 & 17 Vict, 1851 to 1853 

12. 17 & 18 Vict to 19 & 20 Vict, 1854 to 1856 

13. 20 Vict to 24 & 25 Vict, 1857 to 1861 

14. 25 & 26 Vict, to 28 & 29 Vict., 1862 to 1865 

15. 29 & 30 Vict to 31 & 32 Vict., 1866 to 1867-8, and 
Supplement 

(Any volume sold separately. ) 
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27 
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Imperial 8vo., pp. 103 1, Price I4r. Cloth. 

Chronological Tables and Index of Statutes, 
from 1235 to 1879. Sixth Edition. 

Now ready, Price ^. 

Tables, supplementary to the Revised Edition, 
showing Repeals and Reuiuals : 

These Tables, which are published annually, indicate what enactments 
have been repealed or revived since the publication of the successive 
volumes of the Revised Statutes, and furnish materials for bringing 
the Edition, without research or difficulty, into conformity with the 
most recent legislation. 

All Acta, Parliamentary Papers, and Reports, may be Ordered oj 

Messrs. KNIGHT d CO. 
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